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EDITORIAL 

 
HISTORY WRITING AND NATIONALISM 

 
Rewriting History of Bharatavarsha 

 

Swami Vivekananda was one of the first people to stress the need for 

writing Indian national history as seen through Indian eyes. In a 

conversation with Priya Nath Sinha he said, "a nation that has no 

history of its own has nothing in this world. … We have our own 

history exactly as it ought to have been for us. … But that history has 

to be rewritten. It should be restated and suited to the understanding 

and ways of thinking which our men have acquired in the present age 

through Western education." Swami Vivekananda briefly outlines the 

purpose that he envisioned for Indian national history:  one, it was to 

rescue the lost and hidden treasures of past Indian civilization; two, it 

would revive the glorious past in the consciousness of the people; and 

three, it would awaken the national spirit and thus make for true 

national education. Obviously, to Swamiji such history was essential 

to the making of an Indian nation, and would propel the fledgling 

Indian nationalism that was yet to take off. Swamiji says: ―When a 

man has begun to be ashamed of his ancestors, the end has come. Here 

am I, one of the least of the Hindu race, yet proud of my race, proud of 

my ancestors. I am proud of myself a Hindu. I am proud that I am one 

of your unworthy servants. I am proud, I am a countryman of yours, 

you the descendants of the most glorious Rishis the world ever saw‖. 

He called out to the nation: ―O India, forget not that the ideal of thy 

womanhood is Sita, Savitri, Damayanti; forget not that the God thou 

worshippest is the great Ascetic of ascetics, the all-renouncing 

Sankara, the Lord of Uma, forget not that thy marriage, thy wealth, thy 

life are not for sense-pleasure, are not for thy individual personal 

happiness; forget not that thou art born as a sacrifice to the Mother‘s 

altar‖. 

 

Sister Nivedita echoes the voice of Swami Vivekananda on the need to 

rewrite the history of Bharat. "We must create a history of India in 

living terms. Up to the present that history, as written in English, 

practically begins with Warren Hastings, and crams in certain 
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unavoidable preliminaries, which cover a few thousands of years, and, 

troublesome as they are, cannot be altogether omitted! All this is 

merely childish and has to be brought to the block. The history of 

India has yet to be written for the first time. It has to be humanized, 

emotionalized, made the trumpet voice and evangel of the races that 

inhabit India. And to do this, it must be connected with place." She 

further emphasises: "Ayodhya and Hasthinapura, Indraprastha and 

Pataliputra, Ujjain and Delhi, Conjeeveram and Amaravati, what of 

the vanished worlds of which all these were born? There is no evangel 

without worship. Throw yourselves, children of India, into the worship 

of these and your whole past. Strive passionately for knowledge. Yours 

are the spades and mattocks of this excavation" 

 

It is for Indians to write Indian history 
 

The following extracts from the COMPLETE WORKS OF SWAMI 

VIVEKANANDA profusely present Swamiji's views on the need to 

rewrite Indian History by Indians themselves instead of following the 

history books written by aliens. 

 

"Amongst all the races of the world, from the earliest time of history, 

India has been called the land of wisdom. History itself bears 

testimony to this fact. All the soul-elevating ideas and different 

branches of knowledge that exist in the world are found on proper 

investigation to have their roots in India". (Vol.IV, p. 197) 

 

"When the real history of India will be unearthed, it will be proved 

that, as in matters of religion, so in fine-arts and sciences too, India is 

the Primal Guru of the whole world." (Vol. V, p. 421) 

 

"India has for thousands of years been peacefully existing. Here 

civilization and activity prevailed when even Greece did not exist, 

when Rome was not thought of, when the very fathers of modern 

Europeans, painted themselves blue and lived in forests. Even earlier, 

when history has no record, and tradition dares not peer into the gloom 

of that intense past, even from then until now, ideas after ideas have 

marched from here, but every word was spoken with a blessing behind 

it and peace before it". (Vol. III, p. 106) 

 

"Those of you who think that the Hindus have always been confined 

within the four walls of their country, are entirely mistaken that you 
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have not studied the old books, you have not studied the history of the 

race if you think so. Each nation must give in order to live. When you 

give life, you will have life..... and what we have been living for so 

many thousands of years is a fact that stares us in face, and the 

solution that remains is that we have always been giving to the outside 

world, whatever the ignorant may think." (Vol. II, p. 273) 

 

"The gift of India is the gift of religion and philosophy, of wisdom and 

spirituality. Like the gentle dew that falls unseen and unheard and yet 

brings into blossom the fairest of roses,  has been the contribution of 

India to the thought of the world. Silent, unperceived, yet omnipotent 

in its effect, it has revolutionised the thought of the world; yet nobody 

knows when it did so..... There are evidences accumulating every day 

to show that Indian thought penetrated the world before Buddhists 

were born..... Before Buddhism, Vedanta had penetrated into China, 

into Persia, and the Islands of Eastern Archipelago." (Vol. III, p. 274-

5) 

 

"A nation that has no history of its own has nothing in this world. Do 

you believe that one who has such faith and pride as to feel, ‗I come of 

noble decent‘, can ever turn to be bad? How could that be? That faith 

in himself could curb his actions and feelings, so much so that he 

would rather die than commit wrong. So, a national history keeps a 

nation well-restrained and does not allow it to sink so low. Oh, I know 

you will say, 'But have we not such a history'. No, there is not any, 

according to those who think like you. Neither is there any, according 

to your university scholars; and so also to those who after having 

travelled through the West in great rush, come back dressed in 

European style and assert, 'We have nothing, we are barbarians'. But, 

with all that, we have our own history exactly as it ought to have been 

for us. Will that history be made extinct by shutting our eyes? Those 

who have eyes to see will find a luminous history there, and on the 

strength of that history, they know that the nation is alive. BUT THAT 

HISTORY HAS TO BE REWRITTEN. It should be restated, suited to 

the understanding and ways of thinking which our men have acquired 

in the present age through Western Education. 

 

"Study Sanskrit, but along with it study Western science as well. Learn 

accuracy, my boys. Study and labour, so that the time will come when 

you can put our history on a scientific basis. For, now Indian history is 

disorganized. It has no chorological accuracy. The histories of our 
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country written by English writers cannot but be weakening to 

our minds, for they tell only of our downfall. How can foreigners, 

who understand very little of our manners and customs, or of our 

religion and philosophy, write faithful and unbiased histories of India? 

Naturally, many false notions and wrong inferences have found their 

way into them. Nevertheless they have shown us how to proceed in 

making research into our ancient history. Now it is for us to strike out 

an independent path of historical research for ourselves, to study the 

Vedas and the Puranas and ancient annals of India, and from them 

make it your life‘s SADHANA (Tapasya: disciplined endeavour) to 

write accurate, sympathetic and soul-inspiring histories of the land. IT 

IS FOR INDIANS TO WRITE INDIAN HISTORY. Therefore set 

yourselves to the task of rescuing our lost and hidden treasures from 

oblivion. Even as one whose child has been lost does not rest until he 

has found it, so do you never cease to labour until you have revived 

the glorious past of India in the consciousness of the people. That will 

be true national education, and with its advancement a true national 

spirit will be awakened." 

(His eastern and Western Disciples, Life of Swami Vivekananda, 2 

vols., Advaita Ashrama, Calcutta, 2000, 1.271-2.) 

 

Swamiji made a clarion call to the children of Bharat: "Study the life 

of Shivaji and you will find him a nation-maker, instead of a 

marauder, as the Europeans represent him. We should not be guided 

absolutely by the histories produced by European minds. What respect 

can they have for our culture which they do not understand? In point 

of fact we have no connected history from the Vedic times down to a 

period of a thousand years after Lord Buddha. Of course, now a new 

era is dawning in this respect." 

 

The Aryan-Dravidian Theory 

 

Comdemning the Aryan-Dravidian Theory that was deliberately 

planted by the British historians according to their cunning scheme to 

keep Indians divided in the name of race and religion so that they 

could perpetuate their alien rule in India, Swamiji says: "There is a 

theory that there was a race of mankind in Southern India called 

Dravidians, entirely differing from another race in Northern India 

called the Aryans, and that the Southern India Brâhmins are the only 

Aryans that came from the North, the other men of Southern India 

belong to an entirely different caste and race to those of Southern India 
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Brahmins. Now I beg your pardon, Mr. Philologist, this is entirely 

unfounded. The only proof of it is that there is a difference of language 

between the North and the South. I do not see any other difference. 

We are so many Northern men here, and I ask my European friends to 

pick out the Northern and Southern men from this assembly. Where is 

the difference? A little difference of language. But the Brahmins are a 

race that came here speaking the Sanskrit language! Well then, they 

took up the Dravidian language and forgot their Sanskrit. Why should 

not the other castes have done the same? Why should not all the other 

castes have come one after the other from Northern India, taken up the 

Dravidian language, and so forgotten their own? That is an argument 

working both ways. Do not believe in such silly things. There may 

have been a Dravidian people who vanished from here, and the few 

who remained lived in forests and other places. It is quite possible that 

the language may have been taken up, but all these are Aryans who 

came from the North. The whole of India is Aryan, nothing else. " 

 

In her masterly work, FOOTFALLS OF INDIAN HISTORY, 

Nivedita says, "The character of a people is their history as written in 

their own subconscious mind, and to understand that character we 

have to turn on it the limelight of their history." In her poem, THE 

FOOTFALLS, which prefaces her scholarly study of Indian history, 

she sings: 

 

"WE hear them, O Mother! 

 Thy footfalls, 

Soft, soft, through the ages 

 Touching earth here and there,  

And the lotuses left on Thy footprints 

 Are cities historic, 

Ancient scriptures and poems and temples, 

 Noble trivings, stern struggles for Right. 

 

"Where lead they, O Mother! 

 Thy footfalls? 

O grant us to drink of their meaning! 

 Grant us the vision that blindeth 

 The thought that for man is too high. 

Where lead they, O Mother! 

 Thy footfalls? 

Approach Thou, O Mother, Deliverer! 
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 Thy children, Thy nurslings are we! 

     On our hearts be the place for Thy stepping, 

 Thine own, Bhumya Devi, are we. 

Where lead they, O Mother! 

 Thy footfalls?" 

 

Sister Niveditia's scholarly work presents in depth research studies of 

the history of India, the cities of Buddhism like Rajgir, Pataliputra, 

Taxila, Ajanta. Elephanta, Banaras, etc., and throws light on the 

inseparable relationship between Hinduism and Buddhism. She also 

discusses in her work the final recention of the Mahabharata, the rise 

of Vaishnavism under the Guptas and the historical significance of the 

northern pilgrimage. Another significant work of Nivedita is "Notes 

of some Wanderings with the Swami Vivekananda". Nivedita's 

intensive study of the scriptures like Ramayana, Mahabharata and the 

Puranas is grandly reflected in her work, The Cradle Tales of 

Hinduism.  

 

While serving as Assistant Editor of Yuva Bharati, a monthly for 

youth published by Vivekananda Kendra from Chennai, this sadhu 

wrote a series of articles titled 'Saga of Adventure', in the journal, in 

1975-76, narrating the history of valiant Kings and Emperors of the 

ancient period of Bharatavarsha's history from Porus to Rajendra 

Chozha. The articles are compiled together and presented in this issue 

of TATTVA DARSANA.    

 

The Akhil Bharatiya Itihas Sankalan Yojana (ABISY), envisioned 

in 1973 by Sri Moropant Pingley, a Pracharak of the Rashtriya 

Swayamsevak Sangh, and founded in 1978-79, holds that India's 

history was distorted by the British Raj, and seeks to correct the 

biases. A comprehensive History of Bharatavarsha from the Vedic 

period to modern times is to be written. The puranas and itihasas are 

authoritative sources of ancient history and the British influenced 

historians, out of ignorance of Sanskrit language, have failed to trace 

the history of this ancient nation from those sources. It is the crying 

need of the hour that the coming generations of Bharat are taught the 

true and authoritative history of Bharat to inclulcate the spirit of pride 

in the most ancient and glorious culture and heritage of this ancient 

land and to kindle the spirit of patriotism in 

their hearts'. Vande Mataram! 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pracharak
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rashtriya_Swayamsevak_Sangh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rashtriya_Swayamsevak_Sangh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Raj
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The King of the Indians' 

 
The Immortal India 

 

―There was a time when at the sound of the march of big Greek 

battalions, the earth trembled. Vanished from off the face of the earth, 

with not even a tale left behind to tell, gone is that ancient land of the 

Greeks. There was a time when the Roman Eagle floated over 

everything worth having in this world; everywhere Rome‘s power was 

felt and pressed on the head of humanity; the earth trembled at the 

name of Rome. But the Capitoline Hill is a mass of ruins, the spider 

weaves its web where the Caesars ruled. There have been other nations 

equally glorious that have come and gone, living a few hours of 

exultant and exuberant dominance, and of a wicked national life, and 

then vanishing like ripples on the face of the waters. Thus have these 

nations made their mark on the face of humanity. But we live, and if 

Manu came back today he would not be bewildered, and would not 

find himself in a foreign land‖, says Swami Vivekananda singing the 
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praise of out glorious mother land, the immortal Bharata Varsha. 

Time wrought its ravages on cultures and civilizations which were 

once in the pinnacle of glory and fame. Internal dissentions as well as 

external aggressions crushed many-an-empires and crumbled them 

into pieces. But India lives eternally, surviving the onslaughts of all 

destructive forces through ages. This miracle has been achieved no 

less by the might of valiant kings and emperors who ruled over this 

sacred land, than by the blessings of the Primordial Power invoked by 

the tapascharya and sadhana of rishis and saints of this chosen home 

of Gods and Goddesses. When waves after waves of foreign invasions 

lashed against the gates of our country, men with indomitable courage, 

herculian prowess and supreme will-power faced the challenges every 

time and exterminated the evil forces. 

 

Alexander’s Invasion 

 

 The earliest foreign aggression recorded in the pages of Indian 

History is that of Alexander the Great, the Greek conqueror who swept 

across countries and kingdoms in Asia and marched into India. But the 

proud and ambitious Macedonian forces met a formidable foe on the 

banks of River Jhelum. He was the great Purushothaman, whom the 

Greek historians and writers call ‗Porus, the King of the Indians‘, 

eulogizing his incomparable heroism, unique valour and supreme 

indifference of his personal safety while on the battle field—the noble 

traits that won him the deep admiration and honourable recognition of 

his powerful opponent, Alexander. 

 

From 6
th
 Century B.C. upto the time of Chandragupta Maurya, the 

north-western part of India, including Punjab and Sind, remained 

divided into small, independent and powerless kingdoms fighting 

against each other. Alexander vanquished Bactria (present northern 

Afghanistan) in a lighting campaign in 329 B.C., took the King, 

Bessus, a prisoner, clamped him in chains, tortured him and killed 

him. Then the Macedonian drove all the way down through the 

Khyber pass into India. About the beginning of 326 B.C. he crossed 

the Indus somewhere near Ohind (modern Und, a few miles above 

Attock). The selfish Indian kings welcomed the Greek invader in order 

to win his support in their attempts to wipe off their rivals at home. 

Ambhi, the ruler of Taxila who wanted to rout out his rivals Abhisares 

and Porus, who were allies, received Alexander with costly presents 

which included silver, sheep and oxen of good breed. In return he got 
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gifts worth rupees forty eight lakhs. Alexander not only won Ambhi‘s 

loyalty, but also contingents of 5000 soldiers from him. 

 

Porus Resolves to Fight 

 

Abhisares, having come to know about the victorious and 

uncheckmated expedition of Alexander, right from Greece to the 

gateway of India, realized that resistance would be of no avail and 

hence surrendered of his own accord to the youthful Greek warrior. 

But Porus, being a born hero and patriot, resolved to prevent the 

foreigner from desecrating the holy motherland and decided to face 

him boldly, unmindful of the dreadful consequences that might follow 

his adventurous act. 

 

Alexander at first thought that the mere prestige of his name would 

strike terror into the heart of Porus and induce him to surrender. He 

sent Cleochares to tell Porus in peremptory terms that he must pay 

tribute and come to meet his sovereign at the very frontiers of his 

dominions. Porus answered that he would comply with the second of 

these demands, but would come with a mammoth army to meet the 

Greeks in the battlefield. When Alexander and his army reached the 

banks of River Hydaspes (Jhelum), they saw Porus with all his army 

and large troops of elephants lining the opposite bank ready to attack. 

The river was also swollen because of incessant rains. Alexander 

could easily guess that it was not an easy joke to cross the river and 

confront the terrifying array of elephants on the opposite side. Coming 

to the conclusion that a direct confrontation would not be of any avail, 

he decided to plan his attack in a cunning and secret manner. Flavius 

Arrianus Arrian, the Greek historian and philosopher, in his famous 

work, Anabasis of Alexander, remarks that the king resolved to ―steal 

a crossing‖. His strategy to distract the attention of Porus by moving 

his army in various directions and by spreading a report that he would 

wait till the rainy season was over, did not meet with success. Porus 

kept his camp and posted his scouts at many places along the bank. 

 

Alexander Crosses Jhelum 

 

On a stormy night under the cover of darkness, Alexander and about 

11,000 of his picked men marched several miles up the river and 

reached a sharp bend where they could not be perceived by sentinels 

posted by Porus. From there they crossed into an island near the 
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opposite bank. But before they could reach the opposite bank, the 

sentinels of Porus found them out. They rode off to Porus as fast as 

each man‘s horse could gallop and conveyed the news to him. The 

valiant king, whose vigilance failed unawares, immediately sent his 

son at the head of an army consisting of cavalry and chariots. 

Aristobulus says that the son of Porus who arrived with about sixty 

chariots could have hindered Alexander‘s crossing if only the Indians 

had leaped down form their chariots and assaulted those who first 

emerged from the water. Instead, they passed by with the chariots, 

making the passage safe for Alexander to cross. But according to 

Tolemy, the son of Porus arrived at the head of 2000 cavalry and 120 

chariots; but Alexander had already made even the last passage from 

the island before he arrived. Some historians are of the view that 

Alexander himself was wounded by him and that his horse, 

Bucephalas, of which he was exceedingly fond, was killed, being 

wounded like his master by the son of Porus. However, ultimately 

Alexander made a rapid charge upon the Indians with the cavalry 

around him, and 400 of the Indian cavalry, including the son of Porus, 

fell in the contest. The chariots, being heavy and slow, were useless in 

action, especially on account of the clayey ground, and they were all 

captured by Alexander. 

 

Porus Confronts Alexander 

 

The news that his enemy managed to cross into his territory and that 

his own son was slain in the battle, put Porus in a quandary. While 

Alexander and his strong army was advancing towards him form the 

side, the Greek forces under the command of Craterus were seen to be 

attempting to cross the river from the great camp which was directly 

opposite to his position. However, at last he preferred to march against 

Alexander himself, with all his army, and to come into a decisive 

conflict with the strongest division of the Macedonians, commanded 

by the king in person. He opposed Alexander with 50,000 infantry, 

3000 cavalry, about 1000 chariots and 130 elephants. He placed the 

elephants in the front, and in the gaps between them a dense phalanx 

of infantry, so as to produce terror everywhere among Alexander‘s 

cavalry. The Indian cavalry protected the flanks and in front of the 

horsemen were the chariots. As Alexander viewed the equipment of 

the Indian forces and their disposition in the Karri plain, he was 

constrained to remark: ―I see at last a danger that matches my courage. 
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It is at once with wild beasts and men of uncommon mettle that the 

contest now lies‖. 

 

Fate Turns against Indians  

 

Alexander resolved not to advance against the centre in front of which 

the elephants had been posted. As he was superior in the number of his 

cavalry, he took the greater part of the force and marched along 

against the left wing of the enemy while a simultaneous attack on the 

right wing of the Indians was made by another contingent of his 

cavalry. In the engagement which opened with the furious charges of 

Macedonian horsemen, Indians fought with great vigour, and as 

Plutrach says, ―obstinately maintained‖ their ground till the eighth 

hour of the day, but eventually the fate turned against them. Porus was 

mainly depending on the strength of his chariots. But on this particular 

day, the violent storm and rain had made the ground slushy and the 

chariots kept sticking in the muddy sloughs. The slippery condition of 

the ground also made it difficult for the archers to rest their long and 

heavy bows on it and discharge arrows quickly and with effect. The 

Indian army was also too unwieldy to withstand the manoeuvres of the 

mobile Macedonian cavalry. Porus had also relied very much upon the 

strength of the elephants which the Greeks dreaded in the beginning. 

But in the course of the battle, when the Greeks started hacking their 

trunks and feet with specially prepared choppers and axes, the beasts 

got frightened and ran amuck creating havoc in the ranks of the Indian 

army itself. 

 

Heroic Fight of Porus 

 

But in the midst of all this calamitous turn of events, Porus, a 

magnificent giant over six feet in height, did not loose heart and leave 

the filed. He stuck his post continuing to hurl darts at the enemy with 

dogged tenacity. His elephant also helped him by charging the enemy. 

When the Macedonians who stood opposed to him were terror-struck 

at his astonishing prowess, Alexander sent to their help the archers and 

the divisional troops with orders that every man should make Porus 

the object of his aim. Still Porus fought on with heroic courage, though 

the wounds he received started draining his blood. 

 

Alxander, having seen that Porus was a great man and valiant in battle, 

was very desirous to save his life. Accordingly, he sent Ambhi to 



JULY-DECEMBER 2021                                                                   13                                             

Porus to advise the latter to surrender. But as soon as Porus saw 

Ambhi approaching him, he became infuriated and took out his javelin 

to pierce the chest of the treacherous Indian King. Ambhi fled for life. 

But surprisingly, the audacity and obstinacy of Porus did not make 

Alexander angry. He kept on sending others in succession; and last of 

all Meroes, an Indian, because he ascertained that he was an old friend 

of Porus. By the time Meroes approached Porus, the latter was worn 

out and tired due to exhaustion. Overcome by thirst, he stopped his 

elephant and dismounted from it. After he had drunk some water and 

felt refreshed, he pondered for a minute over the message conveyed by 

Meroes. Having come to the realization that discretion was better part 

of valour, he turned to Meroes and ordered him to take him to 

Alexander at once. 

 

Hero Admires a Hero 

 

Arrian gives a colorful description of Alexander‘s meeting with Porus: 

―When Alexander heard that Meroes was bringing Porus to him, he 

rode in front of the line with a few of the companions to meet Porus; 

and stopping his horse, he admired his handsome figure and his 

stature, which reached somewhat about five cubits. He was also 

surprised that he did not seem to be cowed in spirit, but advanced to 

meet him as one brave man would meet another brave man, after 

having gallantly struggled in defence of his own kingdom against 

another king. Then indeed Alexander was the frist to speak, bidding 

him say what treatment he would like to receive. The story goes that 

Porus replied: ‗Treat me, O Alexander, in a kingly way!‘ Alexander, 

being pleased at the expression, said: ‗For my own sake, O Porus, thou 

shall be thus treated; but for thy own sake do thou demand what is 

pleasing to thee!‘ But Porus said that everything was included in that. 

Alexander being still more pleased at this remark, not only granted 

him the rule over his own Indians, but also added another country to 

that which he had before, of larger extent than the former‖. 

 

 Alexander’s Retreat 

 

‗Classical History of Greece‘ chronicled by Greek historians gives a  

diferent version  At the time of invasion of Jhelum by the Greek 

Emperor, Alexander, his cavalry was surrounded by the mighty 

elephant force of Purushottham, the Hindu King, and the life of the 

Greek invader was in jeopardy. After the sunset, when Purushittaman 
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had retired to his tent in the battlefield to take rest, suddenly a 

charming damsel appeared before him and appealed to him to allow 

her to tie a Rakhi on his hand as it was the occasion of Raksha 

Dandhan. Purushottam allowed her to tie the Rakhi and asked her who 

she was. She revealed that she was none other than the Afghan 

princess, Rukshana (Roxana), whom Alexander had married when he 

had defeated her father in Persia. She had accompanied Alexander in 

his onward march. She appealed to Purushottaman whom she had 

adopted as her  brother by tying the Rakhi, to spare the life of her 

husband.  

 

The next morning when the battle resumed, Alexander confronted 

Purushottam in a dual. Suddenly the sword of Alexander slipped from 

his hand. Purushottam held his spear aloft and noticed the Rakhi on his 

hand. Though he could have pierced the chest of Alexander in a trice 

with his spear, he resisted himself from doing so. Alexander was 

amazed by the reluctance of Purushottam to strke him. Purushottam 

then informed Alexander that the Rakhi on his hand was tied by 

Rukshana and she had appealed to him to spare the life of her husband. 

Therefore he spared the life of Alexander honouring the promise he 

gave to the Afghan princess and asked the Greek aggressor to retreat 

and return safely from Sindh. Purushotthaman sent back Alexander 

alive from the battlefront. 

 

An Ethiopic version of the ―Life and Exploits of Alexander‖ tells that 

the great invader received his first set-back in the battle of Jhelum and 

he sought peace with Porus. Though this goes contrary to the generally 

accepted version of the classical authors (Greek and Roman), even 

they have conceded that the Battle of Hydaspes did check the onward 

march of the Greek army. According to Plutarch: ―The battle with 

Porus depressed the spirits of Macedonians, and made them very 

unwilling to advance farther into India. For as it was with the utmost 

difficulty they had beaten him when the army he led amounted only to 

20,000  infantry and 2000 cavalry, they now most resolutely opposed 

Alexander when he insisted that they should cross Ganges‖. Indeed, 

according to Arrian, ―in the art of war they (the Indians) were far 

superior to the other nations by which Asia was at that time 

inhabited‖. That is perhaps why the Greeks showed even after fighting 

against Porus, that they had ―no stomach for further toils in India‖.  
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The renowned historian Rama Shankar Tripathi observes: ―Perhaps the 

chivalrous instincts of Alexander were to some extent responsible for 

the generous treatment he accorded to Porus, but there must have been 

stronger reasons as well, for politics hardly knows of any such 

magnanimity. In the first place, the stout resistance of Porus, which is 

further apparent from the high causality list, must have conveyed its 

own lesson to Alexander‖ 

 

Western Historians' Version Questioned 

 

Historians of India and Pakistan have questioned the veracity of the 

Western historians' view that Alexander won the battle against 

Purushottam. They are of the view that Roman historians intentionally 

hide many factors, because Alexander was considered a god and 

seeing a god suffer defeat from an eastern king, would be a shame. It 

is clear that Alexander surrendered and accepted defeat though the 

Roman historians would not accept it and they manipulated facts and 

presented stupid reasons to assert that Alexander won. According to 

Greek historians, 'Alexander's army fought bravely for 4 days to defeat 

a small fiefdom'.  Did a 'small fiefdom' possess a large and invincible 

army of elephants which prevented the crossing of Jhelum by 

Alexander's cavalry? Purushottam's army was most powerful. Beyond 

the kingdom of Purushottam stood one of the biggest empires in 

India—the Nanda Empire. 

 

Both Indian and Western historians have proof that Alexander did not 

win the battle. In fact, only a few years later, Selucus clashed with the 

Mauryans and was badly mauled. He is said to have married his 

daughter to Emperor Chandragupta and sent an embassy to Pataliputra, 

the capital of Mauryas, which led to the ambassador Megasthenes 

writing the 'Indika', his description of the land he went into. Even 

Megasthenes does not mention the Battle of Jhelum as a great victory 

of his Master's erstwhile Master, Alexander. Megasthenes tells us, he 

resided at the court of Snadracottus (Chandragupta), the greatest king 

in India, and also at the court of Porus (Purushottam) who was still 

greater than he. Diodorus Siculus, says when Alexander had arrived 

with all his troops at the river Ganges, and had subdued all the other 

Indians, he abandoned as hopeless an invasion of the Gangaridai when 

he learned that they possessed four thousand elephants well trained 

and equipped for war. 
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Alexander and Porus's Encounter 

 

Prof Buddha Prakash, Professor of History and of Ancient Indian 

History, Culture and Archeology, and Director of the Institute of Indic 

Studies, Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetra, Haryana, India, in his 

scholarly work, "Political and Social Movements in Ancient Punjab", 

published by Motilal Banarsidas, New Delhi in 1964, writes on the 

battle of Alexander and Porus: 

 

"Porus was wounded, particularly in his right shoulder, and turned his 

elephant back to marshal as many forces as possible. 

 

"He gathered around him forty of his elephants, which were still in his 

control, and, falling on the enemy with these made a great slaughter 

with his own hands. The javelins, he flung with his hand, flew like 

shots of a catapult (Diodorus, Invasion, 120). The charge of the Indian 

elephants caused great destruction and confusion in the Greek armies. 

  

"If the Ethiopian texts are to be believed, most of the Greek cavalry 

was destroyed in the attack and the soldiers were filled with great 

agony and grief. Some of them threw off their weapons and thought of 

going over to the enemy's side. Viewing this state, Alexander, who 

was in great distress ordered a ceasefire and approached Porus with 

proposals of peace. (Ernst A Wallis Budge, 'The life and exploits of 

Alexander the Great', being a series of translations of the Ethiopic 

Histories of Alexander, pp 123) "  

 

GLORY THAT IS IND 

 

"India was the mother of our race and Sanskrit the mother of Europe's 

languages. She was the mother of our philosophy, mother through the 

Arabs, of much of our mathematics, mother through Buddha, of the  

ideals embodied in Christianity, mother through village communities 

of self-government and democracy. Mother India is in many ways the 

mother of us all." 

 - Will Durant  

 

"If there is one place on the face of this Earth "where all the dreams of 

living men have found a home "from the very earliest days when Man 

began the dream of"existence, it is India."  

- Romain Rolland - French Philosopher 18886-1944  
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.  

 
Akhanda Bharatavarsha  

 

Long before the West had learnt to eat roast meat instead of raw, we 

were one nation, with one Motherland.  

 

Prithivyaa samudraparyantaayaa eka raat--(over all the land up to the 

oceans, one nation) is the trumpet cry of the Vedas. Asetu-Himachal 

— from the Setu to the Himalayas — has been our clear concept all 

down these ages. Long ago our fore-fathers sang:  

 

Uttaram yat samudrasya himaadreschaiva dakshinam, 

Varsham tad bhaaratam naama bhaaratee yatra santati. 

 

--"The land to the north of the ocean and south of the Himalayasa is 

called Bharataavarsha and Bharatis are her children", says Sri Guruji 

Golwalkar, throwing light on the ancient concept of our glorious 

Motherland. The derivation of our country‘s name, Bharatavarsha, 

from the legendary King Bharata, vouches the oneness of of our nation 

since time immemorial. But in the recorded history, this ideal turned 

into a reality for the first time when, under the Mauryas, one single 

writ ran from Pataliputra over the area comprising the Himalayas in 

the north, the Hindu Kush Mountains on the north-west, the Kathiawar 

peninsula and Arabian sea on the west, the plateau of Deccan in the 

south and the Bay of Bengal and River Brahmaputra in the east. 

Besides political unity, a cultural unity based on same pattern of 

language, literature, script, religion and art also flourished in the midst 

of diverse customs and practices of the people in different regions. 

This funda-mental unity has survived all political vicissitudes during 

the last two thousand and three hundred years. The architect who 
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planned this grand and glorious empire is Vishnugupta Chanakya and 

the builder, the Great Chandragupta Maurya. 

 

Birth and Childhood of Chandragupta 
 

Many are the versions about the birth and early life of Chandragupta 

Maurya. According to Vamsatthappakasini, a body of Sakyas, 

persecuted by Vidudabha, King of Kosala, fled to a forest area and 

founded a city with bricks coloured like peacocks' necks. The cries of 

peacocks echoed in the city. These people came to be known as 

‗Moriyas‘. But Burmese traditions say that this city was founded by 

the princes of Vaisali who had escaped the massacre of Ajatasatru. 

The Mahavamsa tells that once a powerful ruler attacked the Mauryan 

city and killed its chief. The wife of the deceased was pregnant at that 

time and she, along with her brother, escaped to Pataliputra where she 

gave birth to a boy. Being unable to protect the child, she left the new-

born in a cattleshed where a bullock called Chanda saved the child. 

The boy thus came to be known as Chandragupta, and was brought up 

by a milkman who later sold him to a hunter. This legend supports the 

statement of the Greek writer, Justin, that Chandragupta was born in 

"humble life". However, Ratnagarbha, the commentator of 

Vishnupurana suggests that Chandragupta was the son of King Nanda 

by a wife named ‗Mura‘ and hence he came to be known as Maurya.  

 

Chanakya's meeting with Chandragupta 
 

There are different versions about Chanakya's first meeting with 

Chandragupta. One story is that one day when the brahmin was 

passing through a meadow, he saw a young boy playing with his 

friends. The boy, Chandragupta, was acting like a king and was 

dispensing justice on cases brought before him. The brahmin 

approached the boy and jovially asked him to give him alms. The boy 

immediately directed the brahmin to take away some of the cows that 

were grazing there. 

 

When he was asked whether the owner will not object, the boy boldly 

replied that he was a king and no one could question his orders. 

Charmed by the personality, intelligence and courage of the boy, 

Chanakya purchased him from his owner, who was a hunter, by 

paying 1000 Karshapanas. He brought the boy to Takshasila where he 

taught him all arts and sciences including the science of warfare and 
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turned him into an able and valiant warrior. Yet another version of 

their meeting is that, Chandragupta, who was a senapati of King 

Nanda, incurred the displeasure of the latter and had to flee for his life. 

In a forest area he came across Chanakya who was pouring sweet juice 

at the root of a Kusa grass which had hurt the latter's leg. On enquiry, 

the young man got a reply from the brahmin that soon millions of ants 

will gather there and eat away the very roots of the Kusa grass. 

Chandragupta soon found out that the old man was none other than the 

learned brahmin, Vishnugupta Chanakya, who was insulted by King 

Nanda for occupying the seat meant for the chief priest in the gift 

house of Nanda. Enraged by the insult, Chanakya had taken a vow to 

encompass the complete destruction of the Nanda power and glory. 

According to Brihatkatha and Dhundiraja, HIS VOW WAS NOT TO 

TIE INTO A KNOT THE LOCKS OF HIS HAIR UNTIL HE HAD 

ACCOMPLISHED THE DESTRUCTION OF THE NANDAS.  
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Chandragupta meets Alexander  
 

Whatever be the legends and stories about the meeting of Chanakya 

and Chandragupta, it is undoubtedly a fact that it changed the very 

course of the history of Bharatavarsha. When Chandragupta was a 

student of Chanakya at Takshasila, Alexander the Great invaded India. 

The foreign conqueror's easy victory over the disunited and weak 

kings of Punjab thrust like a thorn into the hearts of Chanakya and 

Chandragupta. Chanakya realized the utmost importance of driving 

out the foreign invader and unifying the entire country under the 

banner of one efficient and powerful emperor.  

 

Chandragupta comes into the focus of history round about 325 or 326 

B.C. when he met Alexander the Great. According to Justin and 

Plutarch, Chandragupta was quite young at that time. What was 

discussed by Chandragupta and Alexander is not known. One view is 

that Chandragupta might have approached Alexander to provoke the 

latter to invade Magadha. Perhaps, Chanakya, who is well-known for 

his acts of cunningness, political intrigues and diplomatic manouvres, 

might have felt that after overthrowing Nanda with the help of 

Alexander, Chandragupta could easily annex the throne, for Alexander 

could not hold under his control such a distant kingdom. Another 

possibility is that Chandragupta might have met the foreign invader 

only to tell him of his uncalled for attack on India. In any case, the 

result of their meeting was that Alexander did not appreciate 

Chandragupta's out-spokenness and, annoyed by the latter's daring 

replies, ordered him to be killed; but Chandra-gupta skillfully escaped.  

 

Chandragupta overthrows Greek power 
 

Justin records a supernatural event which occurred immediately after 

Chandragupta's escape from the clutches of Alexander and encouraged 

Chandragupta to obtain the sovereignty of India. "When he 

(Sandracottos) lay down overcome with fatigue and had fallen into a 

deep sleep, a lion of enormous size approaching the slumberer, licked 

with its tongue the sweat which oozed profusely from his body, and 

when he awoke, quietly took his departure. It was this prodigy which 

first inspired him with the hope of winning the throne… when he was, 

thereafter preparing to attack Alexander's prefects, a wild elephant of 

monstrous size approached him and kneeling submissively like a tame 
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elephant, received him on to its back and fought vigorously in front of 

the army".  

 

Soon after the exit of Alexander from India, Chanakya and 

Chandragupta aroused the rebellious temper of the freedom-loving 

people of forest tracts and republican communities in Punjab and 

succeeded in overthrowing and killing the prefects of Alexander. 

Justin says, "Sandrocottus was the leader who achieved their 

freedom". This successful war of independence under Chandragupta's 

leadership may be dated 324-323 B.C. After becoming the master of 

Punjab and north-west frontier, Chandragupta now turned against 

Magadha, whose powerful army comprised 2,00,000 infantry, 2,000 

chariots, 20,000 cavalry and 3,000 or 4,000 elephants. In fact, it was 

the account about this formidable force that discouraged Alexander's 

army from crossing Ganges and marching against Magadha.  

 

March against Magadha  
 

It would have been well nigh impossible for Chandragupta to 

overthrow the Nanda King if he had not organized an equally powerful 

army to confront the Magadhan forces. According to Mahavamsatika, 

Chanakya had escaped from the court of Dhana Nanda to Vindhyan 

forests, where he amassed wealth, buried his treasure and then went 

out in search of a liberator. After finding out Chandragupta, he 

brought out his treasure and with the help of the money, organized a 

powerful army with Chandragupta as its leader. According to Jain 

accounts, Chanakya went to Himavatkuta and made a treaty with King 

Parvataka to whom he promised to give half of the spoils of the 

Magadhan conquest. The Mudra-Rakshasa also corroborates this 

treaty.  

 

Chandragupta and Parvataka conquered first of all, the states lying on 

the frontiers of Nanda's empire. When they could not succeed in 

winning over a particular city, Chanakya played a trick. He disguised 

himself as a tridandi sadhu, approached the people of the city and 

advised them that if they removed the idols of the Seven Mothers 

installed in their city temple, the siege of the city by Chandragupta's 

forces will be automatically lifted. The people believed the sadhu and 

did what he said. To their amazement they saw that the siege was 

lifted. When they started enjoying their temporary freedom and 

became complacent, the forces of Chandragupta all of a sudden sprung 
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upon the unwary people and subjugated them. Then the forces 

marched into Pataliputra and defeated Nanda's army. Dhana Nanda 

surrendered himself to Chanakya who, according to one version, 

allowed him to leave the city with whatever riches he could carry in 

his chariot. But according to Buddhist traditions, Dhana Nanda was 

killed. Practically all the texts refer to the vow taken by Chanakya to 

destroy the very roots of Nandas. Looking to this vow, the fact that the 

Nandas were killed appears to be true.  

 

The Battle of Wits between Chanakya and Rakshasa  
 

Until sometime after getting the throne, Chanakya and Chandragupta 

had to eliminate their opponents by carefully planned schemes and this 

forms the core of the story of Mudra-Rakshasa. Rakshasa, the faithful 

minister of Nanda, wanted to avenge the death of his master. But 

Chanakya desired to win him over to the side of Chandragupta and 

make him the latter's minister. Chanakya put to death Sarwarthasiddhi, 

brother of Nanda, whom Rakshasa had put on the throne after Nanda's 

death. Then Rakshasa approached Parvataka and. won him over to his 

side by promising him the entire central part of the empire. Chanakya 

punished Parvataka for his deceitful act by cunningly sending him a 

Visha Kanya (poisonous girl) whom Rakshasa had actually sent to kill 

Chandragupta. Rakshasa's attempt to get the support of Malayaketu, 

the son of Parvataka, was also foiled by Chanakya, who created a mis-

understanding between the two by preparing a forged letter under the 

seal of Rakshasa, addressed to Chandragupta, and causing it to be seen 

by Malayaketu. Rakshasa's plan to kill Chandragupta at the time of the 

latter's royal entry into the city miscarried because of Chanakya's 

alertness and resulted in the death of Virochaka, brother of Parvataka. 

Similarly a doctor, who was sent to poison Chandragupta, also fell 

himself a victim to the scheme. Another attempt of Rakshasa to 

dynamite the palace of Chandra-gupta resulted in the death of the 

conspirators themselves. Thus every move of Rakshasa to overthrow 

Chandragupta met with failure and ultimately Chanakya won him over 

to Chandragupta's side, made him his minister and eliminated the 

entire resistance to Chandragupta.  

 

Defeat of Seleucus  
 

After the death of Alexander, there was a scramble for power among 

his generals and Seleucus triumphed ultimately. Following the 
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footsteps of his predecessor, he invaded India sometime between 312 

and 301 B.C. Though the Greek forces were as strong as they were at 

the time of Alexander, this time it was not the weak and disunited 

kings of Punjab who met them in the battle-field, but a mighty and 

powerful emperor, Chandragupta Maurya. Seleucus, defeated at the 

hands of Chandragupta, entered into a treaty with him ceding to the 

latter the satrapies of Aria (Herat), Arachosia (Kandahar), 

Paropanisadae (Kabul Valley) and Geodrosia (Baluchistan) in 

exchange for just 500 elephants. The limits of the Mauryan Empire 

were thus extended right upto the Hindukush, "the scientific frontier of 

India ". Some historians hold the view that Seleucus also gave his 

daughter, Helen, in marriage to Chandragupta Maurya. Besides, 

Seleucus deputed an ambassador called Megasthenes to the Mauryan 

Court.  

 

The Indika and The Arthasastra  
 

The Indika of Megasthenes and the Arthasastra of Kautilya, are the 

two contemporary historical works throwing light on the glory of 

Mauryan Empire and the unique administrative system of 

Chandragupta. While Indika survives only in the form of some 

extracts in the works of later Greek and Roman classical writers, 

Arthasastra of Chanakya, a comprehensive compendium of polity and 

statecraft, and a unique work in early Indian literature, is still 

preserved. This immortal work, whose every line turned into a brick to 

build up the edifice of Mauryan Empire and a united India, not only 

lays down the functions of King, Ministers and Army Chiefs, but even 

the duties and responsibilities of the lowest cadre of officials of village 

administration.  

 

Last days of Chandragupta  
 

Chandragupta ruled for 24 years. According to Jain traditions, he had 

embraced Jainism in his last days and become a disciple of Acharya 

Bhadrabahu Srutakevali. It was at this time a terrible famine swept 

over his empire. Having failed in his efforts to counter it, he became 

dejected and, handing over his kingdom to his son, Bindusara, retired 

to Sravanabelagola (in the present day Karnataka) where he joined his 

preceptor Bhadrabahu. If we accept Jain traditions, we can say that 

Chandragupta was as great in his death as in his life. The one who 

saved the country from maladministration, freed it from foreign yoke 
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and saved it from the fear of foreign invasion, gave away his life by 

fasting unto death, because he was pained by the sufferings of his 

people who had fallen victims to a natural calamity which he could not 

avert. Vishnugupta Chanakya and Chandragupta Maurya will ever 

remain immortal in the history of Bharatavarsha for their unique 

contribution of building up a vast empire which Chanakya himself has 

described:  

 "Himavatsamudraantaramudeecheenam  

 yojanasahasra parimaanam‖  

--To the north of the oceans up to the Himalayas, the country is 1,000 

yoianas in length). 

 

 

ON CHANAKYA 
 

 

"His (Chandragupta Maurya's) reign will always 

be remembered because of Chanakya. To the 

latter goes the credit for producing a treatise 

based on Realpolitik about 1,500 to 2,000 years 

before Machiavelli. Chanakya's Arthashastra is a 

classic in the field of Indian political thought. 

Had this work not been discovered, we could not have today 

claimed with pride that Indians in ancient times had given 

serious thought to matters other than spiritual."  

—B. V. KESKAR 

  

History abounds in cases of kingdoms undone by the discontent 

of penniless beggars. No one could be more poor than the great 

Chanakya of mediaeval Indian History, and it is well-known 

how Chanakya, who had no stake in the world but the little knot 

of his hair, exterminated the whole race of the Nandas in return 

for the insult that was deliberately given to him. Mr. Morley of 

all persons should not have scorned the power of educated men 

because they were poor and had no earthly stake. But when 

thoughtful men like Mr. Morley betray such evident signs of 

thoughtlessness, then surely the decline of the British Raj has 

begun. 

--LOKAMANYA BAL GANGADHAR TILAK 
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"Amidst the tens and thousands of names of monarchs that crowd the 

columns of history, their Majesties and Graciousnesses and sereneties 

and royal Highnesses and the like, the name of Ashoka shines alone 

like a star. From Volga to Japan his name is still honoured. China, 

Tibet and even India, though it has left his doctrine, preserve the 

tradition of his greatness. More living men cherish his memory today 

than have ever heard the names of Constantine or Charlemagne," says 

H.G. Wells, of Ashoka, who occupies a unique place in the annals of 

recorded history for his solitary example of the giving up of the policy 

of aggressive militarism in the wake of a resounding victory. His deep 

wisdom, compassion, strength of character and unwavering respect for 

the sanctity of human life makes him rank among the greatest men of 

the world.  

 

Birth and Parentage 

 

 According to Ceylonese tradition, as narrated in the Dipavamsa and 

Mahavamsa, Ashoka's father, Bindusara, had sixteen wives and 101 

sons, of whom only three are named, viz., Sumana or Susima, the 

eldest, Ashoka, and Tishya, the youngest. The mother of Ashoka, in 
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the northern tradition, is Subhadrangi, the beautiful daughter of a 

Brahman of Champa. In the southern tradition, she is called Dharma, 

the principal queen, the preceptor of whose family was an Ajivika 

saint named Janasana. Dharma came of the Kshatriya clan of the 

Moriyas. Though the year of birth of Ashoka cannot be fixed exactly, 

it is presumed by internal evidence that he must have been born in 304 

B.C. According to legends, Ashoka was dark in complexion and, 

hence, was also called ‗Kalashoka‘.  

 

Governor of Avanti  
 

As a prince, Ashoka served as Governor in one of the remote 

provinces of the vast Hindu Empire founded by his grandfather 

Chandragupta Maurya and inherited by his father, Bindusara. This was 

the province of Western India called Avantirashtra with headquarters 

at Ujjain according to the Ceylon tradition, but in the Indian legends, it 

is the kingdom of Svasas in Uttarapatha with headquarters at Taxila, 

where Ashoka was temporarily sent to supersede Prince Susima and 

quell the revolt against the latter's maladministration. It was a custom 

in those times to appoint the heir-apparent as the Governor of Avanti. 

Scholars have concluded that Ashoka must have been selected for the 

Governorship of Avanti because he was the most intelligent and 

capable of all his brothers. According to a tradition, recorded by the 

Chinese traveller, I-tsing, Ashoka's sovereignty was prophesied by the 

Buddha himself. The tradition relates that King Bimbisara once saw in 

a dream that a piece of cloth and a gold stick were both divided up into 

eighteen fragments which, as explained by the Buddha, symbolised the 

eighteen schools into which his teaching would be split "more than a 

hundred years after his nirvana, when there will arise a king named 

Ashoka, who will rule over the whole of Jambudvipa". The Buddha's 

prophecy about Ashoka as a righteous king who will enshrine his 

bodily relics in 84,000 "dharmarajikas" occurs in the Divyavadana.  

 

Ashoka, when he was Governor of Ujjain, fell in love with Devi, a 

beautiful daughter of a merchant in Vidisha, and married her, who was 

a Buddhist. According to legends, there were differences between 

Ashoka and Devi as the latter did not like Ashoka's violent, cruel and 

aggressive nature. When a son was born to them, Ashoka named him 

as Mahendra, for, he wished that his son should conquer the entire 

world. But when a daughter was born, Devi insisted upon her husband 
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to allow her, this time, to name her child as Sanghamitra, meaning, 

'one attached to Buddhist Sangha‘. 

 

Accession to Throne  
 

After a reign of 27 or 28 years, Bindusara was succeeded by Ashoka in 

273 B.C. The Ceylonese accounts represent Ashoka as wading through 

a pool of blood to the throne, for he is said to have slaughtered all his 

brothers, 99 in number, except his uterine brother, Tishya. According 

to a legend, Sumanadevi, wife of one of his brothers, who was 

expecting a baby at that time, feared danger to the child in her womb, 

and escaped from the palace through a secret door. While she was 

wandering in the forests, she gave birth to a son under a nigrodha tree. 

The boy, who came to be known as Nigrodha Kumar, later became a 

Buddhist monk.  

 

Probably the Buddhist monks have exaggerated the story of Ashoka's 

accession to the throne through bloodshed and violence in order to 

present a striking contrast to his career as a compassionate and 

benevolent king after his conversion to Buddhism. However, this 

much can be taken a fact that Ashoka had to reckon against his elder 

brother, Susima or Sumana, before he could establish his claim to the 

throne. That the succession was disputed is also indicated by the 

interval of three or four years between Ashoka's accession and 

coronation which may be dated 268 to 269 B.C.  

 

"Chandashoka"  

 

Ashoka's early career is said to be one of utter cruelty and barbarous 

deeds because of which he came to be known a "Chandashoka." The 

Ashokaavadaana represents him as setting up a "hell" where some 

innocent people were subjected to the most refined tortures. The 

legend goes that at the main gate of the dungeon was placed an 

executioner by Ashoka with orders that whoever passed by the road 

was to be quickly put to death. Once it so happened that a Buddhist 

monk, who wanted to put an end to this monstrous cruelty deliberately 

passed by the road. No sooner was the monk caught and put into a pan 

of boiling oil inside the hell than the oil cooled down and the monk 

came out uninjured. Ashoka, who heard of this miracle, came to the 

spot to witness it and was dumbfounded at the sight he saw. When he 

was about to return, the executioner told Ashoka that he (Ashoka) too 
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had to be thrown into the pan of boiling oil, for his orders were to kill 

anyone who passed by the road. Ashoka realized the absurdity and the 

unreasonable cruelty of his order and withdrew it on the spot.  

 

 
 

Kalinga War 
 

Ashoka, for the first thirteen years of his rule, carried on the traditional 

Mauryan policy, a territorial expansion at home. In 261 B.C., he 

attacked Kalinga which remained as an independent state ever since 

the accession of Chandragupta Maurya to the throne of Magadha. 

Kalinga, famous for its ivory goods and elephants, was very wealthy 

due to trade with Burma and South East Asia. The Kalingan army 

consisted of 60,000 foot soldiers, 1,000 horsemen and 700 elephants. 

Though Kalinga was mostly encircled by Mauryan possessions on all 

sides except the east, the freedom-loving people of Kalinga fiercely 

resisted Mauryan aggression. Consequently, in the Kalinga war, as 

Ashoka himself has pointed out in his Rock Edict XIII at 

Shahbazgarhi, one hundred and fifty thousand were captured, one 

hundred thousand slain and many times as many died from other 

causes. According to a legend, Devi, mother of Mahendra and 

Sanghamitra, was so much overtaken by grief that she renounced her 

worldly life, left her children under the care of the king, and joined the 
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Buddhist Sangha. The indescribable sufferings and atrocities of war 

smote the very victor's conscience and Ashoka made the solemn 

resolve that never again would he unsheathe the sword to enlarge the 

bounds of his realm. Ashoka further says in his Rock Edict: "Directly 

after the annexation of the Kalingas began His Sacred Majesty's 

protection of the Law of Piety, his love of that Law, and his giving 

Instruction in that Law. Thus arose His Majesty's remorse for having 

conquered the Kalingas, because the conquest of a country previously 

unconquered involves the slaughter, death and carrying away captive 

of the people. That is a matter of profound sorrow and regret to His 

Majesty. . . . The loss of even the hundredth or the thousandth part of 

the persons who were there slain, carried away captive, or done to 

death in Kalinga would now be a matter of regret to His Sacred 

Majesty." The war-drum, "Bherigosha", was silenced for ever and 

thenceforth were heard only the reverberations of the 

"Dharrizmagosha", the call to non-violence and universal peace.  

 

Conversion to Buddhism  

 

The Kalinga war transformed Ashoka's entire personality and 

perspective. He became a convert to Buddhism, for it appealed to him 

most as a soothing balm to his anguished soul. He paid a visit to 

Sambodhi (Bodh Gaya) and introduced ‗dharma-yatras' in place of 

‗Vihara-yatras' which involved hunting and other sports. He also 

visited Lumbini village, the birth place of Buddha, and offered 

worship there. He lived with the Buddhist Sangha and his interest in 

the Sangha is so evident from the fact that he declared in the Sarnath 

Pillar inscription that whoever broke the Sangha would be punished or 

expelled. He convened the Third Buddhist Council, under the 

presidentship of Moggaliputta Tissa at Pataliputra, to end the 

confusion in the Sangha caused by many heresies. Moggaliputta Tissa 

set forth the treatise belonging to ‗Abhidhamma‘ which is called 

Kathavathu. Thus the unity of the church was established.  

 

"Dhamma" of Ashoka  
 

Though Ashoka had embraced Buddhism, he bestowed due honours 

and patronage on all sects then prevailing. He granted cave-dwellings 

to the Ajivikas and inculcated the virtues of liberality and seemly 

behaviour towards the votaries of different creeds — Brahmanas, 

Sramanas, Nirgranthas, etc. The "Dhamma", which he presents to the 
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world is, so to say, the essence or Sara of all religions. He prescribes a 

code of conduct with a view to make life purer and happier. He defines 

"Dhamma" as comprising charity, compassion, truthfulness, purity, 

saintliness, self-control, gratitude, steadfastness, and so on. To him 

goes the credit of first conceiving the idea of a universal religion, 

synonymous with Duty in its broadest sense. Ashoka propagated the 

"Dhamma" with the zeal and earnestness of a missionary. In pursuance 

of the principle of non-injury to sentient beings, he did not hesitate to 

suppress entirely the performance of sacrifices accompanied with the 

slaughter of animals. He also condemned certain ceremonies as trivial, 

vulgar and worthless and declared that true ceremonial (Dhamma-

mangala) consisted of proper conduct in all relations of life. 

 

Humanitarian Activities 
 

Ashoka embarked on a programme of benevolent activities to relieve 

the distress of man and beast. He gave largess to ascetics, the poor, 

and the oppressed; and he employed superior officers called Mukhas 

for supervising his charities as well as those of his queens and the 

princess. He instituted "medical treatment" of two kinds—one for 

human beings and the other for the lower creation—in his domains 

and in those of his frontier neighbours of the South; and also in the 

Kingdoms of Hellenic rulers. Well at every half Kos (one mile) and 

rest houses were constructed for the benefit of pilgrims. Medicinal 

herbs and roots wer imported and planted whereve they did not exist. 

He created the new office of ‗Dhamma Mahamatas' for the temporal 

and spiritual weal of his subjects.  

 

Foreign Policy  
 

The foreign policy of Ashok was based not merely on the negative 

principle of 'no war‘ declarations with all kingdoms within and outside 

India, but rather on the positive principle of promoting the welfare of 

the peoples of the whole world. Thus instead of territorial expansion 

and material gain, propagation of Dharma and international amity and 

welfare became the dominant motives of his foreign policy. He sent 

his son, Mahendra, who had been ordained in 264 B.C., by Mahadeva 

Thera, together with his sister Sanghamitra, who was a nun of equal 

standing, to Ceylon at the head of a mission which was to prove 

extremely fruitful for the subsequent history of Buddhism.  
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Rock Edicts and Pillars 
 

The inscriptions of Ashoka are a unique collection of documents. They 

give us insight into his inner feelings and ideals, and transmit across 

the centuries almost the very words of the great Emperor. Excepting 

those of Shahbazgarhi and Maneshra, which are inscribed in the 

Kharoshti script running, like Arabic, from right to left, the rest are all 

engraved in the Brahmi lipi, which is the parent of modern Indian 

alphabets and is written from left to right. Traditions credit Ashoka 

with the foundation of two cities, Srinagara in Kashmir and 

Lalitapatan in Nepal. According to legends, he built 84,000 stupas 

throughout his far-flung empire to enshrine the corporal relics of the 

Buddha. Besides he also undertook the construction of Viharas or 

monasteries and cave-dwellings for the residence of monks. Far more 

important than all these are his monoliths, which are huge tapering 

shafts of Chunar sandstone, weighing about fifty tons, with an average 

height of 40 to 50 feet. Sir John Marshall considers these sculptures as 

"masterpieces in point of both style and technique —the finest carving, 

indeed, that India has yet produced, and un-surpassed, I venture to 

think, by anything of their kind in the ancient world." Vincent A. 

Smith, referring to the Ashokan pillars, says: "Their fabrication, 

conveyance, and erection bear eloquent testimony to the skill and 

resource of the stone-cutters and engineers of the Maurya age."  

 

His Message  
 

Ashoka's lasting message to posterity, particularly to the youth of our 

country, nay the entire world, is this:  

 

"Thus saith His Sacred Majesty:  

 

" Father  and Mother must be hearkened to; similarly, respect for 

living creatures must be firmly established, truth must be spoken. 

These are the virtues of the Law of Piety which must be practised. 

Similarly the teacher must be reverenced by the pupil and towards 

relations proper courtesy should be shown. 

 

"This is the ancient nature of Piety — this leads to length of days and 

according to this men should act."  
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"'The Emperor Samudragupta, such as we know him even from the 

scanty materials at our disposal, was a visible embodiment of the 

physical and intellectual vigour of the coming age which was largely 

his own creation. As we study his coins and Inscriptions we seem to 

visualize a king of robust and powerful build, whose physical vigour, 

matched by his intellectual and cultural attainments, heralded a new 

era in which Aryavarta regained new political consciousness end 

national solidarity after five centuries of political disintegration and 

foreign domination, and reached the high watermark of moral, 

intellectual, cultural and material prosperity which marked it as the 

Golden Age of India to which untold generations of the future were to 

look back for guidance and inspiration," says Dr. R. C. Majumdar, 

summing up the personality and achievements of one of the most 

powerful emperors in the annals of Indian history.  

 

Parentage  
 

The Allahabad Pillar Inscription of Samudragupta, composed in 

classical Sanskrit by Poet Harisena who also held high offices, 

presents a living picture of the personality and military conquests of 

the emperor who "had tied the entire earth with the strength of his 

arms". Strangely enough it is written on the same pillar on which, 

about six hundred years earlier, Ashoka's inscription proclaiming 
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peace and piety was recorded. Samudragupta's inscription which is a 

long royal ‗prasasti‘ (eulogy) in 33 lines, mentions the names of 

Srigupta and Ghatotkacha as the great grandfather and grandfather 

respectively of the emperor. The credit for laying the foundation of 

Gupta Empire goes to Chandragupta I, father of Samudragupta, who 

by marrying the Lichchhavi Princess, Kumaradevi, and unifying the 

territories of the Guptas and the Lichchhavis, created a tremendous 

political power which proved to be a turning point in the Indian 

history. Samudragupta was the precious product of this union and he 

inherited the glorious traditions and qualities of the two royal families.  

 

 
 

 

 

Education and Family Life  

 

Samudragupta's education began at an early age and was based on the 

Brahminical ideals concerning the training of a prince. After the 

ceremony of tonsure, the formal education of the prince commenced. 

He was expected to keep company with teachers of acknowledged 

authority from whom he learnt the Vedas, the sciences of philosophy, 

economics and politics, and military arts. The prince mastered Itihasas 
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which included Dharmasastras and the Arthasastra. He also exhibited 

exceptional skill in learning poetry and fine arts. The basis for his later 

successes and achievements were thus well prepared in advance by his 

early education and experiences. Soon after the completion of his 

education, he was married to Dattadevi, who by her good nature and 

religious-mindedness, proved herself to be the chief and most 

favourite queen. She gave birth to Chandragupta Vikramaditya, the 

successor of Samudragupta. The Eran Inscription gives a political 

account of the happy and peaceful family life of the emperor, which 

enabled him to devote all time and energy to expanding power and 

empire successfully.  

 

Ascension to the Throne and Coronation  
 

The Allahabad Pillar Inscription gives a colourful description about 

the scene of announcement of the name of his successor by 

Chandragupta I. The royal court was crowded with many princes of 

the dynasty and courtiers who awaited with anxiety and curiosity the 

announcement of the king. Chandragupta I affectionately scanned his 

son Samudragupta who was also present in the court and then called 

him by his side. With his eyes full of tears of joy and the hair of his 

body standing erect on account of overwhelming emotion, the king 

warmly embraced his son and said to him: ―Thou art worthy, rule this 

whole world." Poet Harisena further points out that the declaration 

caused jubilation among the courtiers and council of ministers who 

welcomed it, but at the same time it created heart-burning among 

others of equal birth who looked at Samudragupta with sad faces.  

 

The Allahabad Pillar Inscription indicates the fact that Samudragupta's 

claim to the throne was based on his ability. Probably he was not the 

eldest son of Chandragupta. Some historians hold the view that 

Samudragupta's claim was challenged by other princes led by Kacha, 

who was probably the eldest son of Chandragupta. In the initial stages, 

Kacha was able to capture the throne, rule for sometime and even 

issue coins in his name as a ruler. But Samudragupta soon defeated his 

opponents by organizing his strength. Though he inflicted on them a 

crushing defeat, later he dealt with them in a generous manner, 

forgave them and won their affection and loyalty. There is a lot of 

controversy regarding the date of coronation of Samudragupta. 

According to Dr. R. C. Majumdar, Samudragupta ascended the throne 

in 320 A.D. and he founded the Gupta Era. But some historians hold 
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the view that Chandragupta I founded the Gupta Era. They place the 

date of coronation of Samudragupta round about 340-345 A.D. The 

coronation was performed with all pomp and splendour and according 

to Vedic rites. The abhisheka was performed by the senior ministers 

with the water brought in golden vessels from various sacred rivers 

and lakes. The leading priest recited chants from the Vedas, bestowing 

on the king the power of winning victories in battle. After offering rich 

gifts to Brahmans, those learning the scriptures, courtly retainers and 

indigent persons, the king entered the court and sat upon the hereditary 

throne surmounted by the royal canopy. After assuming the insignia of 

royalty like the sceptre, the foot-stool, the fly-whisk and the royal 

umbrella, the king received tributes from feudatories and felicitations 

and presents from his own subjects and envoys of foreign courts. Thus 

was heralded the Golden Age of the Guptas.  

 

Digvijaya 

 

In the epic period Rama annexed South India and Ceylon. Yudhishtira 

sent his brothers on a digvijaya in which they conquered all India 

including several islands in the seas. The conception of common 

human welfare was the prevailing note of the ancient Hindu empires. 

The domination or dominating motive was subordinated to the 

healthier concept of the welfare of the people or what we may call 

universal welfare. The Hindu monarchs of the epic days and after were 

actuated by this ideal and protected the earth with this idea uppermost 

in their minds. Following this glorious tradition, Samudragupta started 

his digvijaya which is akin to the dharmavijaya of Kautilya and 

Ashoka and also of the Mahabharata. He fought his wars on the lines 

laid down in the dharmasastra and dharmasutras.  

 

The seventh verse of the Allahabad Inscription refers to important 

military achievements of Samudragupta. First he made complete 

victory over nine neighbouring kingdoms against whom he is 

supposed to have adopted a policy of ruthless annexation by "violently 

exterminating" the nine monarchs, Rudradeva, Matila, Nagadatta, 

Chandravarman, Ganapatinaga, Nagasena, Nandin, Achyuta and 

Balavarman. Then he turned his arms against the "kings of the forest 

countries" whom he com-pelled "to become his servants". Their 

territories probably lay in Central India. He then undertook the 

difficult task of subjugating the monarchs of Dakshinapatha. He 

defeated and captured Mahendra of Kosala, Vyaghraraja of 
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Mahakantara, Mantaraja of Korala, Mahendra of Pishtapura, 

Swamidatta of Kottura, Damana of Erandapalla, Vishnugopa of 

Kanchi, Nilaraja of Avamukta, Hastivarman of Vengi, Ugrasena of 

Palakka, Kubera of Devarashtra and Dimnanjaya of Kusthalapura. But 

he released and reinstated them, and thus won their allegiance by his 

magnanimity.  

 

The military activities of Samudragupta overawed the tribes and the 

frontier kings, who accordingly "gratified his imperious commands by 

paying all kinds of taxes, obeying his orders and coming to do 

homage". Among the frontier states were Samatata, Devaka, 

Kamarupa, Nepala, Kartripura and the tribes included Malavas, 

Arjunayanas, Yaudheyas, Madrakas, Abhiras, Prarjunas, Sanakanikas, 

Kakas and Kharaparikas.  

 

Relations with Foreign Powers  
 

After Samudragupta made himself a master of an extensive empire, 

even the foreign potentates which were beyond the sphere of his direct 

authority became anxious to be on good terms with him. Meghavanua, 

the Ceylonese contemporary of Samudragupta, sent a formal embassy 

with rich gifts to the latter seeking his permission to build a monastery 

at Bodh Gaya for the use of Ceylonese pilgrims. The request was, of 

course, granted and there soon grew up a magnificent structure which 

was known as the Mahabodhi Sangharama in the time of Yuvan 

Chwang. The Allahabad Pillar Inscription further informs that the 

Daivaputra-Sahi-Sahanushahi, the Saka-Murundas as well as people of 

Sinhala and other islands "pur-chased peace by self-surrender, 

bringing presents of maidens, and applying for charters stamped with 

the Garuda seal confirming them in the enjoyment of their territories". 

The word "other islands" probably refers to the Hindu colonies in 

Malay Peninsula, Java, Sumatra, and other islands in Indian 

archipelago. Samudragupta has been mentioned as an ideal king in the 

Tantri Kamandaka, a book written in Java. It is obvious that his glory 

and fame had reached these islands which were deeply influenced by 

Indian civilization.  

 

Asvamedha Parakramah  

 

The Satapatha Brahmana refers to the Asvamedha of Bharata, son of 

Dusyanta, and Pituga, who celebrated sacrifices after their respective 
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digvijayas. Later on it gives a list of thirteen kings who had celebrated 

Asvamedha. These are political sacrifices but sanctioned by religious 

customs. The Asvamedha is a corollary of the digvijaya. In fact the 

digvijaya is incomplete in itself and Asvamedha gives it completeness 

and lends a religious colour to the secular aspect of the conquest. It 

seems that after Samudragupta had conquered the regions and when 

his influence was established far and wide, he believed it to be his 

rightful claim to perform the ceremony of the horse-sacrifice and thus 

add one more feather to his cap. Probably the ceremony was 

performed after the Allahabad Inscription and that is why no mention 

is made about it in the Inscription. However, Samudragupta issued a 

number of gold coins on this occasion in order to perpetuate the 

memory of the glory and fame attained on account of the fulfilment of 

the horse-sacrifice. We can imagine the scene of the horse-sacrifice to 

some extent by looking into the figures inscribed on these coins. It 

also indicates that Samudragupta observed the rules laid down by the 

scriptures for the performance of this sacrifice. In accordance with the 

rules laid down, the queen had also actively participated in the horse-

sacrifice. After the performance of the horse-sacrifice, Samudragupta 

gave himself the epithet ‗Ashvamedha parakramah', found on the 

reverse of the coins. The epithet means "a king who has the power to 

perform the horse-sacrifice".  

 

His Personality 

  

Glimpses of the many-sided genius and character of Samudragupta are 

given by his inscriptions and coins. As a ruler, he was known for his 

vigorous and resolute government aptly described as prachanda-

sasana in the inscription. As a conqueror he was at once a digvijayi 

and Dharmavijayi in accordance with circumstances. He was a fearless 

fighter, possessed of 'the dash and drive of a tiger' and his body bore 

marks of hundreds of wounds received in battles. The king depended, 

indeed, on his personal prowess as his only ally. He is a shining figure 

of philanthropy which showed itself in his vast charities, such as 'gifts 

of hundreds of thousands of cows '. He was a famous poet who earned 

the title of 'Kaviraja' (poet laureate) by writing a number of poems. 

Some scholars ascribe the authorship of a work known as 

‗Krishnacharita‘ to Samudra-gupta. "He removed the proverbial 

opposition between Lakshmi and learning by presenting generous 

gifts" to scholars. The patronage he accorded to Vasubandhu, the 

famous Buddhist philosopher and scholar shows out his spirit of 
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religious tolerance. Samudragupta revived the ancient Vedic tradition 

of sacrifices and performed rituals associated with the worship of gods 

and goddesses. Eulogising his proficiency in fine arts, particularly in 

music, Harisena mentions that "He had put to shame even Tumburu 

and Narada by showing proficiency in this art." He was specially fond 

of the Veena among musical instruments and one of his coins depict 

him as playing a lyre. Some Indian scholars repeat like parrots the 

words of the British historian, Vincent Smith, who called 

Samudragupta the Indian Napoleon. Probably they have forgotten that 

Napoleon's career was doomed at Waterloo and his later life was spent 

in very painful and humiliating circumstances whereas 

Samudragupta's fame remains ever glorious in history, as an 

"unconquered conqueror of unconquered kings ". As Harisena has 

rightly put it, Samudragupta's glory and fame are like the holy waters 

of Ganga which purify all the three worlds. Overwhelmed by 

sentiment, the composer has further said that Samudragupta is the 

equal of gods: Kubera in wealth; Varuna in Justice; Indra by power; 

invincible like Antaka (Yatna); a Brihaspati in sharp and penetrating 

intellect ; the hope of the good and the destruction of the wicked.  

 

 

 

KSHATRIYA TO RISE AGAIN 

 

There are those who may fear that an intellectual Hindu Kshatriya may 

promote a new Hindu fundamentalism and result in an oppression of 

minorities in India. The Hindu Kshatriya tradition is not one of 

aggression but of protection, not of forcing conversion to a religion but 

upholding the Dharma. It is a tradition of holding to truth and 

promoting a culture in which freedom to pursue truth, not only in the 

outer world, but also in the religious realm, is preserved. Is this not 

what the global age really requires? It is time for that Kshatriya to 

arise again. The extent that it does will be the measure of the future of 

India and perhaps of any Dharmic revival in this adharmic world. Let 

us hope that this call is heeded! Who is there to answer it? Let them 

stand forth. 

-- David Frawley 
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"SAMUDRAGUPTA and Chandragupta were emperors of intuitive 

genius, and were men of remarkable ability and prowess. 

Samudragupta carried on his campaign with vigour and energy and 

refounded the Gupta Empire. What had been left over, Chandragupta 

II completed and consolidated on the bedrock of stability. In this work 

of building up an empire, these monarchs were permeated by what is 

known as the HINDU SPIRIT. They were ambitious to emulate the 

epic heroes in their action to wit, to make a digvijaya and perform a 

sacrifice to entitle each one of them to become the one emperor of all-

India and even beyond," says the renowned historian, V. R. 

Ramachandra Dikshitar.  

 

Worthy Son of a Valiant Father  
 

Chandragupta II Vikramaditya was born of Mahadevi Dattadevi, the 

favourite queen of Samudragupta. Though Samudragupta had another 

son and most probably the elder son in Ramagupta, the king found 

Ramagupta weak, vacillating and unheroic whereas Chandragupta, by 

his valour, courage and sense of justice, earned the admiration of his 

father, as his ‗satputra‘. Even as a youth, once Chandragupta exhibited 

his heroic spirit by confronting a lion in a single-handed encounter in a 

dense forest and proved his might and prowess. It was quite natural 
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that Samudragupta "accepted", as evidenced by the Mathura Stone 

Inscription, Chandragupta as his worthy successor. But his choice 

alone did not legally satisfy his position. It had to be ratified by the 

full assembly by the ceremony of Yuvarajya abhisechana. Before he 

could effect this, it appears Samudragupta attained Veeraswarga. 

Ramagupta, with the support of the ministers, pressed his claim to the 

throne and secured it.  

 

Murder of Saka Chief  
 

Soon after his crowning ceremony, Ramagupta married a princess of 

matchless beauty called Dhruvadevi or Dhruvasvamini. Dhruvadevi 

had heard about Chandragupta through the courtesan, Madhavasena, 

and had high admiration for his valour and personality. It so happened 

that Ramagupta set out on a southern expedition in the course of which 

he was surrounded by the Saka chief, Rudrasimha. Having suffered a 

crushing defeat at the hands of his adversary, Ramagupta yielded to an 

ignominious treaty by which he was to hand over his wife, 

Dhruvadevi, to the Saka chief. Shocked by the shameless act of her 

husband, Dhruvadevi sought the help of the brave Chandragupta to 

save herself from falling into the enemy's hands. Chandragupta too 

was determined to save the pristine glory of the Gupta Empire from 

such an ignominy. Dressing himself up in the guise of Dhruvadevi, he 

entered the camp of the Saka chief and butchered him. Soon his army, 

which had accompanied him secretly, fell upon the enemy's forces and 

destroyed them.  

 

Ascendence to Throne  

 

The adventurous deed of Chandragupta won the approbation of all 

people and raised the banner of his glory while Ramagupta's prestige 

fell in public esteem. This created jealousy in the heart of the elder 

brother who ungratefully planned to do away with his younger brother. 

But in the clandestine attempt he made, Ramagupta himself was killed 

by his brother, Chandragupta. The popular support being on his side, 

Chandragupta ascended the throne and also married his brother's 

widow, Dhruvadevi, who became his chief queen.  

 

The incidents narrated above are based on Devi-Chandragupta, a 

drama by Vishakadatta who is supposed to be a contemporary of 

Chandragupta Vikramaditya.  
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Alliance with Vakatakas  
 

Samudragupta had already built up a powerful empire annexing many 

territories of Aryavarta, overawing the frontier kings and tribes into 

submission and making the independent powers of the North-West 

seek his friendship. What was left behind for Chandragupta to 

accomplish was the subjugation of the Western Satraps who were still 

holding their own and, except for a temporary eclipse by the 

Vakatakas, continued to be an important power. As a first step to carry 

out his designs to wipe off the Saka Satraps, Chandragupta decided to 

make alliance with the Vakatakas and hence gave his daughter 

Prabhavatigupta, born of Kuberanaga, a Naga princess, to Rudrasena 

II Vakataka. Rudrasena died soon afterwards leaving two minor sons, 

Divakarasena and Damodarasena. But Divakarasena also passed away 

at a very young age and hence Prabhavatigupta began to reign as 

regent on behalf of her younger son who later assumed the name of 

Pravarasena II. Thus the Vakataka politics came under the influence of 

Chandragupta. It has been suggested that Chandragupta II arranged 

also the marriage of his son with the daughter of the Kadamba ruler 

Kakushtavarman of Kuntala.  

 

Annihilation of Sakas  
 

Having organized a strong force, Chandragupta II himself advanced 

against the Saka ruler of Western India. An inscription at Udayagiri, 

near Bhilsa, refers to the march of Chandragupta Vikramaditya 

towards the South-Western part of the empire. The great success 

achieved by him is attested by coins. The long series of coins 

testifying to the almost unbroken rule of the Western Kshtrapas for 

more than three hundred years comes to an end between A.D. 388 and 

397 and is replaced by coins of similar design issued by Chandragupta 

II. The campaign was well-planned and the conquest of Saka 

dominions was completed during the closing decades of the fourth and 

the first decade of the fifth century. By this brilliant conquest, the 

Gupta emperor not only put an end to the domination of foreigners 

who occupied the soil of India for the longes period, but added the rich 

provinces of Kathiawar and North Gujarat to the empire which now 

extended from the Bay of Bengal to the Arabian Sea. The Gupta 

empire now controlled a large part of the Indian commerce with the 
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Western world and was brought into closer contact with the Western 

civilization.  

 

The claims for Chandragupta's equally brilliant military campaign in 

the North-West rest on Mehrauli Iron Pillar, which provides definite 

evidence that the Gupta monarch firmly established his supremacy in 

Bengal, and destroyed the remnants of the Saka and the Kushan power 

in the North-West, a task which Samudragupta could accomplish only 

partially. The Mehrauli Pillar rightly proclaims that Chandragupta, "by 

the breezes of whose prowess the southern ocean is even still 

perfumed", acquired "supreme sovereignty in the world".  

 

"Sakari Vikramaditya" 
 

"The popular legends concerning 'Raja Bikram' probably have been 

coloured by indistinct memories of Chandragupta II whose principal 

military achievement was the conquest of Malwa, Gujarat, and 

Sourashtra or Kathiawar, countries which had been ruled for several 

centuries by foreign Saka chiefs," observes Vincent A. Smith in his 

History of India. Ujjayini became a capital of the Guptas after the 

extirpation of the Sakas. Chandrgupta II gradually became famous in 

Indian tradition and folklore as Vikramaditya Sakari, the lord of 

Ujjayini. It is held by many scholars that he is the original of the 

legendary King Vikramaditya who is said to have defeated the Sakas, 

ruled at Ujjayini and founded an era, Vikrama Samvat, in 58 B.C. 
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Kalidasa and Vikramaditya  

 

According to the Jyotirvidabharana of Ganaka Kalidasa, there were 

numerous scholars and poets at the court of Vikramaditya, but nine out 

of them were regarded as ratnas or jewels of the court. These nine are 

Dhanvantari, Ksapanaka, Amarasimha, Sanku, Vetala Bhatta, 

Ghatakarpara, Kalidasa, Varahamihira and Vararuchi. The most 

famous among them is Kalidasa, the greatest writer in Classical 

Sanskrit. His poems like Raghuwamsa, Kumarasambhava and 

Meghaduta and his dramas like the Abhignanasakuntala are among 

the best works in Sanskrit literature. It appears that the details of the 

north-western expedition of Chandragupta Vikramaditya are given by 

Kalidasa in the account of the campaign of Raghu in the north-west. 

The poet also seems to have resided at the Vakataka capital on some 

deputation from his patron Chandragupta. At a distance of three miles 

from the Vakataka capital, Nandivardana, was the famous hill 

Ramagiri (modern Ramtek). During the visits of Kalidasa to this 

sacred place in the course of his residence at Nandivardana, the theme 

of the Meghaduta must have suggested itself to the poet. Kalidasa also 

composed or revised the prakrit poem, Sethubandha, for the sake of 

Pravarasena, by the order of Vikramaditya.  

 

"Kunteswaradautya"  

 

Rajasekhara's Kavyamimamsa, Bhoja's Sringaraprakasika and 

Kshemendra's Auchityavicharacharcha refer to the despatch of 

Kalidasa by Vikramaditya as his ambassador to the court of the king of 

Kuntala, south of Vakataka realm. At first Kalidasa was not received 

with appropriate courtesy and ceremony, but later he strengthened the 

position and influence of his master in the court of Kuntala. V. V. 

Mirashi holds the view that Chandragupta took over the administration 

of the State of Manpur and Kuntala from Devaraja, the ease-loving son 

of Mananka, in consequence of the diplomatic mission of Kalidasa, 

reported in the Kuntesvaradautya. On his return home, Kalidasa's 

report to his master and Vikramaditya's reply make a very interesting 

reading to the lovers of Sanskrit. Kalidasa reports:  

 

―Pibati madhusugandheenyaananaani priyaanaam, 

Tvayi vinihitabhaarah kuntalaanaamadheeshah.‖ 
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"Leaving the responsibility (of governing the kingdom) to you 

(Vikramaditya), the lord of Kuntala is engaged in kissing the faces of 

his beloveds."  

 

On this report, Vikramaditya is gratified and confirming it observes  

 

―Pibatu madhusugandheenyaananani priyaanaam, 

Mayi vinihitabhaarah kuntalaanaamadheeshah‖ 

 

"Let the Lord of Kuntala continue to kiss the faces of his beloveds, 

leaving the responsibility (of governing his kingdom) to me."  

 

"Kaamandaka Neetisaara"  
 

The Gupta emperors and their ministers followed truly the tradition set 

up by Kautalya and the Gupta polity was a faithful model of Mauryan 

polity in all its essentials. However, with the cfianging conditions of 

the age, some of the Kautaliyan dictates were not quite suitable and 

Chandragupta Vikramaditya wanted one of his ministers 

Sikharaswamin, whose family title was Kaamandaka (just like 

Kautalya of Vishnugupta Chanakya), to prepare a Manual on politics 

and administration which he thought would be useful to himself and 

his successors. The Manual that was consequently prepared was the 

Kaamandaka Neetisaara now in vogue. Kaamandaka openly declares 

that he is summarising the Arthasastra of Kautalya whom he applauds 

as a great authority on polity. Following the advice and the instruction 

as narrated in the Kaamandaka, the Gupta monarchs commencing with 

Chandragupta II Vikramaditya consolidated the Kingdom. Besides we 

hear of the great influence wielded by Kaamandaka Neetisaara in the 

various parts of Farther India.  

 

Fa-hien's Account of The Golden Age  
 

Among the sources for the Gupta history, the most valuable is the 

record left by the Chinese pilgrim Fa-hien (Fa-hsien). It was during the 

period of Chandragupta II that Fa-hien visited India in search of the 

authentic texts of Yinaya-Peetaka, or Buddhist books on monastic 

discipline. Unfortunately he has failed to mention anywhere in his 

famous book Fo-Kuo-Ki (Record of Buddhist Kingdoms), the name of 

the Gupta monarch, though the work is considered to be the most 
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reliable source of information on the times of Chandragupta II. Fa-

hien spent nearly three years in the capital, Pataliputra, and was very 

much impressed with its splendour and magnificence, the wealth and 

prosperity of the town and the people, and the numerous charitable 

organizations including free hospitals maintained by the State for the 

poor and helpless. Though the emperor was a Vaishnava, Fa-hien 

found him to be very liberal to other faiths like Buddhism which also 

flourished side by side. The emperor had among his ministers a Saivite 

and a Buddhist. According to his own account, Fa-hien did not feel 

anywhere that he was a foreigner to the Indian continent. He felt at 

home and moved freely from one part to another. Taxes were 

moderate. The Government wanted the people to do many things for 

themselves, thus inculcating the spirit of self-help. The roads were 

made quite safe for travellers and a number of rest houses were built 

on the highways for pilgrims. The criminal law was mild as compared 

to the Chinese system. Offenders were fined, lightly or heavily, 

according to the nature of their crimes, and corporal punishments were 

not inflicted. It is thus clear from the above remarks of the pilgrim that 

the government of Chandragupta II Vikramaditya was efficient and 

well-organized and people enjoyed the blessings of peace. In the 

words of Vincent Smith, "Probably India has never been governed 

better, after the oriental manner, than it was during the reign of Vikra-

maditya." Like his illustrious father Samudragupta, Chandragupta II 

also handed over a glorious and powerful empire to his son through 

Dhruvadevi, Kumaragupta I, who ascended the throne about the year 

413 A.D.  

 

HINDU RASHTRA 

 

"The idea that the Hindu people are the Rashtra here is a historical 

truth. To deny truth is not going to do us any good in this world. 

However, this truth has been sought to be denied for the past so many 

decades in a vain bid to bring the various non-Hindu communities into 

the mainstream of national life. Not only that, but even the expression 

of that truth is made out to be against our country's interests. One fails 

to understand how the expression of truth can be against the national 

interest. Truth is truth. Unless we do this, real national integration of 

the people as a whole, even among the Hindus, will never be realized." 

—Sri Guruji M.S. Golwalkar 
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"THROUGH him the earth does, indeed, possess a true King! 

Wonderful is his royalty, surpassing the gods! His liberality cannot 

find range enough in suppliants, nor his knowledge in doctrines to be 

learned; his poetical skill finds words fail, as his valour lacks 

opportunities to exercise it; his energy wants scope and his fame sighs 

for a wider horizon; his kindly nature seeks in vain more hearts to win, 

his virtues exhaust the powers of number, and all the fine arts are too 

narrow a field for his genius," says Banabhatta, in his immortal work, 

Harshacharita, eulogizing his patron-king, Harshavardhana. The 

flights of a poet's imagination do not often concur with the facts of 

history. Nevertheless, Bana's Harshacharita is considered to be an 

authentic account of the deeds and time of Emperor Harsha. Second to 

it is Ta-Tang-Si-Yu-Ki or Buddhist Records of the Western World, 

written by the Chinese pilgrim, Hiuen Tsiang, who visited India during 

the period of Harsha and stayed in the Emperor's court enjoying the 

patronage and honour conferred upon him by the great emperor. It is a 

happy coincidence that Hiuen Tsiang picks up the thread of Harsha's 

life where it is left by poet Bana. The account of Hiuen Tsiang is 

supplemented by Hwui-Li or Life of Hiuen Tsiang, written by one of 

his friends.  

 

Birth and Childhood  
 

King Pushpabhuti of Sthaneswar performed Tantrika Sadhana under 

the guidance of a Saivite saint of Deccan, Bhairavacharya, and 

obtained a boon from his deity that he would become the founder of an 

illustrious dynasty of kings. Emperor Harshavardhana was born in this 

dynasty, as the son of King Prabhakaravardhana and Queen Yasovati, 

on the 12th day of Jyeshta month in the year A.D. 590. The Madhuban 
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Copper Plate gives the geneology of Harsha's ancestors from King 

Naravardhana to latter's great grandson, Prabhakaravardhana. Harsha 

had a brother, Rajyavardhana, born four years earlier than him, and a 

sister, Rajyasri, a year and a half younger to him. During the period of 

Prabhakaravardhana itself, the Kingdom of Sthaneswar had grown in 

size and influence and he assumed the title of Maharajadhiraja. His 

wide conquests conferred on him the honorific name, Pratapasila. 

When Rajyavardhana and Harshavardhana were small boys, Queen 

Yasovati's brother sent his son Bhandi to the royal court to keep 

company with the young princes. Rajya and Harsha received him as a 

brother and gradually all the three grew up into youth. 

Prabhakaravardhana appointed two Malwa princes also, Kumaragupta 

and Madhavagupta, as attendants to the princes. Rajyasri, who entered 

her youth, was given in marriage to Grahavarman, son of 

Adityavarman, belonging to the royal dynasty of Maukharis of 

Kanauj.  

 

Death of Prabhakaravardhana  
 

When Rajyavardhana became of age and donned the armour, his father 

sent him with an army to lead an expedition against the Hunas who 

were threatening the borders of his empire. At that time Harsha, who 

was about fourteen years of age, also accompanied his elder brother to 

a few marches on the journey. But then he entertained a desire to go 

on a hunting expedition and diverted into the mountainous regions of 

Himalayas. It was here that he received a message through a courier, 

Kurangaka, that his father was seriously ill and hence he returned 

immediately to Sthaneswar, without waiting for his brother. Soon after 

his arrival at Sthaneswar, Queen Yasovati, who wanted to precede her 

husband in death, entered fire and became sati. The king also followed 

her to heaven, leaving his parting message to Harsha: "This earth is 

yours. Take to yourself the kingly glory."  

 

Ill-fated Brothers  
 

After a few days, Rajyavardhana also returned victorious in his 

expedition against Hunas, but only to receive the sorrowful news of 

the death of his parents. Overwhelmed by grief, he decided to give up 

his claim to the throne and take to the life of a recluse, leaving the 

kingdom to be taken care of by his younger brother. But Harsha was 

too noble hearted to accept the throne and forced it on his elder brother 
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by his compelling arguments. Historians differ on the point whether 

Rajyavardhana ultimately ascended the throne.  

 

But the throne did not mean any peace to either of the ill-fated 

brothers. Suddenly they received another tragic news that their 

brother-in-law, Grahavarman of Kanauj, was overthrown and killed by 

the Malaya king, Devagupta, and Rajyasri was confined like a 

brigand's wife with a pair of iron fetters kissing her feet, and cast into 

a prison at Kanyakubja. The messenger, Samvadaka, a faithful servant 

of Rajyasri, also conveyed the information that Devagupta was 

planning to attack Sthaneswar also, deeming the army leaderless due 

to the death of Prabhakaravardhana.  

 

Rajyavardhana's Death  
 

Rajyavardhana's spirit of renunciation all of a sudden turned into a 

fiery rage and he swore to annihilate the Malaya ruler and wreak 

vengeance for the insult and suffering heaped on his dear sister. 

Asking Harsha to remain at Sthaneswar to look after the affairs of the 

State, Rajyavardhana proceeded towards Kanauj, accompanied by an 

army of ten thousand horsemen headed by Bhandi. Though 

Rajyavardhana routed the Malaya forces with ridiculous ease and 

killed Devagupta, he was allured to confidence by false civilities on 

the part of the Gauda king, who was an ally of Malaya king, and was 

treacherously murdered when he was alone and weaponless. Hiuen 

Tsiang identifies the Gauda king as Sasanka of Karunasuvarna. A 

cornmentator of Harshacharita has referred to Sasanka's offering his 

daughter in marriage to Rajyavardhana to allure him.  

 

Instantly on hearing the shocking news of his brother's death, Harsha's 

fiery spirit blazed forth in a storm of sorrow augmented by flaming 

flashes of furious wrath. Following the advice of the elderly Senapati, 

Simhanada, he took a pledge that "unless he cleared the earth of all 

Gaudas and made it resound with fetters on the feet of all kings who 

were excited to insolence, then would he hurl his sinful self, like a 

moth, into an oil-fed flame." Some historians hold the view that 

Simhanada persuaded Harsha to ascend the throne to re-establish the 

might of the Kingdom. Harsha, immediately after his accession, 

ordered his Minister of War and Peace, Avanti, to proclaim to all kings 

as far as Udayachala in the East, Mount Trikuta in the South, Astagiri 

in the West and Gandhamadana in the North, to prepare their hands 
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either to give him tributes or to hold their swords against him in the 

battle-fields.  

 

Seeking the Foe  
 

On an auspicious day, Harsha commenced his military expedition. A 

significant incident occurred when he camped on the banks of 

Saraswati. A village officer approached the king, presenting to the 

latter a golden seal with the figure of a bull, praying to the king to 

stamp a charter sanctioning a village grant, to be issued on the first day 

of the king's march, as the first fruit of his campaign. No sooner than 

Harsha took hold of this seal and wanted to stamp on the moistened 

hump of clay, it fell down from his hands and its letters became 

stamped on the wet earth on the banks of Saraswati. While the loyal 

attendants became apprehensive and began to express their anxiety, 

Harsha said with self-confidence in his heart: "The minds of the dull 

are indeed blind to reality. The omen signifies that the earth shall be 

stamped with the single seal of my sole command. But the rustic 

interpret otherwise."  

 

Another important event of far reaching result also occurred while the 

king was camping there. A confidential messenger, Hamsavega by 

name, sent to Harsha by the sovereign of Kamarupa, Bhaskaravarman, 

reached there with costly presents and a proposal of an alliance. The 

king accepted the alliance and sent back Hamsavega with a load of 

answering gifts. The alliance made with the king of Kamarupa lasted 

till the end of Harsha's life.  

 

Rescue of Rajyasri  
 

After dismissing the messenger from Assam, Harsha continued his 

march against the foe until one day Bhandi appeared before him with 

the spoils of war won by Rajyavardhana against the Malavas. Besides 

hearing the story of the tragedy that overtook his elder brother, Harsha 

also received information from Bhandi that his sister, Rajyasri, had 

escaped from the prison at Kanyakubja and was now in the Vindhya 

forest wandering with her train. Harsha at once entrusted to Bhandi the 

task of marching against the Gauda king and he himself hastened to 

the Vindhya forest in search of his beloved sister.  
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Reaching the Vindhya forest, Harsha met a mendicant, Divakaramitra, 

whom he identified as a former friend of his brother-in-law, 

Grahavarman. Just when he was discussing with Divakaramitra the 

cause of his visit, a disciple of the saint appeared there conveying the 

information that a young lady, surrounded by a number of other 

women, was in the neighbourhood, preparing to become sati. He 

wanted the sage to intervene and save her. Harsha, accompanied by 

Divakaramitra and his disciple, rushed up to the spot and identified the 

lady as his own sister, and saved her from the clutches of death at the 

eleventh hour. Rajyasri, overwhelmed with emotion, embraced her 

brother and fainted. Later when she regained consciousness, she 

expressed her desire to take to red robe. But Harsha and Divakaramitra 

prevailed upon her to return with the king. Persuaded by the king, 

Divakaramitra also accompanied him and Rajyasri to the king's army 

camp which was at that time set up on the banks of Ganga.  

 

Rulership of Kanauj 
 

Bana's Harshacharita stops abruptly at this stage, and unfortunately 

Si-Yu-Ki of Hiuen Tsiang also does not throw much light on the 

onward march of Harsha. But it seems that, on hearing the news of 

Harsha's march towards Kanauj, the wicked king, Sasanka, thought 

that discretion was the better part of valour and instead of facing an 

open conflict, he withdrew from Kanauj, leaving the throne without a 

ruler. According to Hiuen Tsiang, the ministers of Kanauj, led by Po 

Ni, appealed to Harsha to assume the Kingship of Kanauj. Harsha, 

being hesitant to accept the offer, consulted the oracle of Bodhisattva 

Avalokitesvara, who directed him not to accede to the throne or adopt 

the style of Maharaja. In conformity with these instructions, he 

assumed the royal office with the sobriquet, Seeladitya or ' Sun of Vir-

tue' and called himself Kumara. Thus was brought the amalgamation 

of the two kingdoms of Sthaneswar and Kanyakubja which helped 

Harsha in greatly extending the sphere of his influence and authority 

over numerous warring States tha continually disturbed the political 

equilibrium of the North.  

 

Extent of Empire  
 

Regarding Harsha's conquests, little is known, but Hiuen Tsiang tells 

that his military establishment consisted of 5,000 elephants, 20,000 

cavalry and 50,000 infantry. With the help of such a mighty and 
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powerful army he fought incessantly for six years and brought Punjab, 

Bengal, Mithila and Orissa under his empire. But in his attempt to 

expand his kingdom to the south, beyond the Vindhyan ranges, he was 

checked by the powerful Chalukya Emperor, Pulikesi II. Harsha had to 

beat a retreat after, however, ensuring the security of the southern 

limits of his empire by entering into a matrimonial alliance with 

Dhruvasena of Valabhi, who became his vassal in the southern-most 

part of his empire. Thus his empire extended from Kamarupa on the 

east to Kashmir on the west, with the Himalayas as the northern and 

Vindhyas as the southern boundary. The Kingdom of Nepal had also 

accepted him as suzerain.  

 

In order to hold effective control over his vast empire, Harsha shifted 

his capital from Sthaneswar to Kanauj. Harsha essayed the trying task 

of supervising personally the affairs of his empire. He divided his day 

between State business and religious work. "He was indefatigable and 

the day was too short for him." By his frequent "visits of inspection", 

he established close contact with the country and the people. The 

Government was founded on benign principles.  

 

Parliament of Religions  
 

The status and importance of Kanauj grew tremendously under Harsha 

and it became the premier  city of Northern India. Hiuen Tsiang, who 

at the age of twenty-nine came to India in search of Buddhist 

scriptures stayed for a long time in the reputed University of Nalanda, 

which was at the height of its glory during the period of Harsha. 

Harsha convened a great parliament of religions at Kanauj in which 

Hiuen Tsiang was present. The latter was received with great honour 

and respect by Emperor Harsha. Scholars belonging to different 

schools of Buddhism as well as other religions participated in the 

assembly in large numbers. Besides Harsha, twenty tributary rajas, 

including the king of Assam from the extreme east, and the king of 

Valabhi from the extreme west attended the assembly. In the 

discussions held on five days, Hiuen Tsiang defeated many of his 

theological rivals in arguments. Some historians say that the king was 

partial to Mahayana Buddhism which was represented by Hiuen 

Tsiang. Consequently, scholars belonging to other religions got angry. 

They plotted even to do away with Hiuen Tsiang, but the Emperor 

issued a stern warning that anybody attempting to hurt his favoured 

guest would be seriously dealt with. According to Si-Yu-Ki, the 
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conference ended with unpleasant incidents like setting up of fire to a 

tower erected in connection with the convocation and attempt to 

assassinate the king. These events resulted in the arrest of about 500 

Brahmins and their deportation. But some historians hold the view that 

the conference ended peacefully after Harsha's warning.  

 

Though Harsha wanted Hiuen Tsiang to stay on in India, the latter was 

reluctant to do so, Hiuen Tsiang even declined to take with him the 

bountiful gifts that the emperor presented to him in his honour, but the 

king sent him off with all facilities for his return journey. The visit of 

Hiuen Tsiang enabled Harsha to establish diplomatic ties with the 

Chinese Emperor. Harsha sent a mission to China and the compliment 

was returned by the Son of Heaven.  

 

Unique Philanthropist  
 

 
 

Every five years, Harsha used to hold an alms distribution conference 

(Maha-moksha parishad) at Prayag, at the sacred confluence of the 

Ganga and Yamuna. On this occasion Harsha used to give up all that 

he had acquired in the five years, except the arms needed for the army. 

More than five lakh people belonging to all creeds and classes, and 

from different parts of the country used to assemble there to receive 

gifts from the Emperor. Because of the limitless charities of Harsha, 
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his treasury would become empty in a month. Once he gave away 

even the garments he was wearing and asked his sister, Rajyasri, to 

lend him a piece of cloth to cover his body. This supreme 

philanthropic spirit of Harsha made him renowned in every nook and 

corner of the country.  

 

Wielder of Pen  
 

Harsha was not merely a protector, patron of religions, and 

philanthropist, but he was also a poet of unique distinction and a great 

scholar. He was credited with the authorship of three famous Sanskrit 

plays, Ratnavali, Priyadarsika and Naganandam. Bana distinctly says 

that Harsha was a great poet. Jayadeva, the author of Gita Govinda in 

a verse appraising his eminent predecessors, mentions the name of 

Harsha. Harsha's court was adorned by other great poets like Mayura, 

besides Bana. Bhartruhari and Bhasa also lived in Harsha's time. In the 

words of Sardar K. M. Panikkar, "The reign of Harsha may thus be 

said to mark the culmination of Hindu culture. . . . It is Harsha's glory 

to have been the last in the long line of Hindu rulers, beginning with 

Chandragupta Maurya, in whose time India appeared to the world not 

only as an ancient and mighty civilization, but an organized and 

powerful State working for the progress of humanity. There is no 

doubt that Harsha, the ruler, the poet, and the religious enthusiast will 

ever have an honoured place in Indian History."  

 

 

CHILDREN OF BHARAT 

"They will not take anything wrongfully, and they yield more than 

fairness requires. They fear the retribution for sins in other lives, and 

make light of what conduct produces in this life. They do not practise 

deceit and they keep their sworn obligations. "  

— HIUEN TSIANG  

 

ARYA 

Kartavyam Acharan Karma, Akartavyam Anacharan Karma   

Tishtari Prakruta Achare , sa va Arya iti sprutaha   

 "Arya is the one who does what is to be done, who does not do what 

is not to be done (however tempting it may be) and who lives a life of 

Achara (Discipline) . " 
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Aparimitavibhootispheetasaamantasenaa 

Mukutamanimayookhaakraantapaadaaravindah, 

Yudhipatitagajendraaniikaveebhatsabhooto 

Bhayavigalitaharshoyena chaakaariharshah. 

 

"HARSHA, whose lotus-feet were covered with the rays of the jewels 

of the diadems of hosts of feudatories, prosperous with unmeasured 

wealth, was by him made to lose his mirth (harsha) in fear, having 

become loathsome with his rows of lordly elephants fallen in battle", 

says the Aihole prasasti, proclaiming the glory of Pulakesin, the lord 

of Dakshinapatha, who measured swords with the great 

Harshavardhana of Kanauj and checked the northern monarch's 

incursions into the South. The prasasti or inscription was composed at 

the completion of a shrine of Jinendra in A.D. 634-35 by Ravikirti, the 

Jaina poet who obtained "the highest favour" of Pulakesin and claimed 

equality of fame with Bharavi and Kalidasa. The Hwui-Li or Life of 

Hiuen Tsiang also deposes that Harsha personally took the command 

against Pu-lo-ki-sha (Pulakesin II) of Mo-ha-la-cha (Maharashtra), but 

nothing availed him, and he was repulsed with severe losses by his 

southern rival. Pulakesin, true to his name, proved to be ‗a great lion‘ 

among the Imperial Chalukyas of Badami or Vatapi of Bijapur 

District, who ruled over the Deccan for about two centuries from the 

middle of the sixth to about the middle of the eighth century.  
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Origin of the Chalukyas 

 

 
 

The Chalukyas of Badami appear to have represented an indigenous 

Kanarese family that claimed the status of Kshatriyas. The name was 

derived from that of an ancestor, probably called Chalka, Chalika or 

Chaluka. But there are also several legends regarding the origin of the 

Chalukyas. According to one tradition, they sprang from the water pot 

(Chaluka) of Sage Hariti, when he was in the act of pouring out a 

libation. The Vikramankadevacharita of Bilhana tells us that they 

descended from a warrior who was produced by Brahma from the 

palm of his hand (chuluka) to rescue the world from unrighteousness. 

The Hyderabad grant of Pulakesin II indicates that the dynasty claimed 

Manava Gotra and descent from Hariti, and that they had been 

nourished by the Seven Mothers of Mankind, and that its guardian 

deity was Kartikeya, the god of war. The crest of the Chalukyas was 

Varahalanchhana, and Vishnu, as the Divine Boar, was the object of 

their devotion.  
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Founder of Vatapi  
 

The Chalukya power in the South had a modest beginning under 

Jayasimha and his son, Ranaraga. But it was the latter's successor, 

Pulakesin I, who established the dynasty on a firm footing by building 

up his capital at Badami or Vatapi and raising it into a strong fortress. 

He performed Ashwamedha sacrifices and extended the limits of his 

kingdom on all the four sides. His son Kirtivarman was mightier than 

him. The latter defeated the Mauryas of North Konkan, the Kadambas 

of Vanavasi, and the Nalas of Bastar. The Chalukya ships sailed from 

Goa, known as ‗Kheti Deep‘, in North Konkan, to distant lands and 

brought riches from all quarters. Kirtivarman married the sister of Raja 

Srivallabha Senananda of Sendraka family, who gave birth to three 

sons — Pulakesin II, Kubja-Visnuvardhana and Jayasimhavarman.  

 

Fight for the Throne  
 

At the time of Kirtivarman's death in A.D. 597-98, his sons were too 

young to govern, and hence his younger brother, Mangalesa, acting as 

the guardian of the crown prince, Pulakesin II, took up the reins of the 

government. In the early days, Mangalesa was all praise for his elder 

brother and continuing the glorious tradition of the family, he 

extended the limits of the kingdom by subjugating Kalachuris and 

conquering Revatidvipa. Almost all the territories between eastern and 

western oceans came under the Chalukya sitzerainty. It was during his 

time that an exquisite cave-temple of Vishnu was excavated at 

Badami. But power corrupted Mangalesa and he started thinking in 

terms of making his own son the successor to the throne. Pulakesin II 

had, by now, become a young prince, full of vigour and enthusiasm, 

and he accepted the challenge to his rightful claim. The palace became 

a veritable den of political intrigues and conspiracies and hence 

Pulakesin, along with his brothers, left it. Soon he organised a 

powerful army and confronted his uncle in the battle-field. The latter 

was killed in the fight and Pulakesin captured the throne. 

 

Suppression of Revolts  
 

When the nephew and the uncle were pitched against each other in a 

civil war, many feudatory kings broke away from the suzerainty of the 

Chalukyas and declared themselves independent. Hence, the 
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immediate task before Pulakesin, after his accession to the throne, was 

to set the house in order and suppress the revolts. Pulakesin faced the 

situation with courage and determination, and in this he was ably 

assisted by his brothers. The Aihole Inscription gives a colourful 

description of the battles fought by Pulakesin, and the names of the 

kings whom he subjugated.  

 

Niruhullaka, a feudatory of the Maitraka King, declared independence 

and occupied a part of Lata country. His successor Appayika, and 

another King Govinda, led a joint expedition against the Chalukya 

Kingdom. Pulakesin entered into an alliance with the Maitraka King, 

Seeladitya, and their combined army defeated Appayika in a battle on 

the banks of Bhaimarati. Govinda was won over to the side of 

Pulakesin. The Maitrakas and the Chalukyas shared the Kingdom of 

Appayika. The alliance with the Maitrakas enabled Pulakesin to settle 

all disputes over the territories between these two kingdoms.  

 

Conquest of Konkan  
 

After restoring peace in the northern areas, Pulakesin turned towards 

Kadambas of Vanavasi who had declared themselves independent 

during the civil war. Besides Kadambas, their allies Gangas of South 

Mysore and the Alupas, who are supposed to have ruled at Humcha in 

Shimoga District of Mysore, were also compelled to submit. The 

Ganga King, Durvinita Konganivriddha, son of Avinitakongani, gave 

in marriage to Pulakesin, his daughter to whom was born Pulakesin's 

successor, Vikramaditya I. Pulakesin now turned against the Mauryas 

of Konkan who were still holding the banner of revolt. Pulakesin's 

battleships invaded their capital, Puri, located in the Arabian Sea, and 

captured it. With the subjugation of Konkan, the first phase of 

Pulakesin's expedition came to an end. Though it did not add any fresh 

territories to the Chalukya Empire, all those Kings who were once 

feudatories to them and later broke away from their suzerainty were 

once again brought under the Chalukyan control.  

 

Confrontation with Harsha  
 

Pulakesin's victories in the Konkan paved the way for his advance 

farther north. Impressed by his military glory, the Latas, the Malavas 

and the Gujaras, who held sway over the territory between the Tapati 

and the Mahi sought his protection against the aggressions of 
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Harshavardhana, who was attempting to push his conquests to the 

South. This inevitably led to a conflict between the two great 

conquerors. Besides the Aihole prasasti and the Hwui-Li referred to in 

the beginning, the Si-Yu-Ki or Buddhist Records of the Western World, 

written by Hiuen Tsiang, also points out that although Harsha had 

conquered many countries, he could not defeat Pulakesin. Harsha, 

according to Hiuen Tsiang, "has gathered troops from the five Indies, 

and summoned the best leaders from all countries, and himself gone at 

the head of his army to punish and subdue these people, but he has not 

yet conquered the troops." This shows that Harsha took the aggressive, 

and implies rather that he failed in his object to conquer the enemy 

than that he suffered any decisive defeat. But the successors of 

Pulakesin undoubtedly regarded his achievement against Harsha as a 

matter of special pride and also claimed that Pulakesin acquired the 

title Parameswara "by defeating Harshavardhana, the war-like lord of 

all the region of the north." However, as a matter of fact, both Harsha 

and Pulakesin had to pay a heavy price for the battle they fought 

against each other on the banks of Narmada. While Harsha had to 

abandon once for all his designs over the Deccan, Pulakesin too had to 

give up the idea of expanding his kingdom farther north.  

 

Lordship of Dakshinapatha  
 

The above conquests secured for Pulakesin the sovereignty of the three 

Maharashtrakas (great kingdoms) comprising 99,000 gramas. The 

Chalukyan kingdom was known as Maharashtra to Hiuen Tsiang and 

the three countries comprising Pulakesin's empire probably refer to 

Maharashtra, Konkan and Karnata. Inspired by the victory over 

Harsha, Pulakesin now decided to bring all the southern kingdoms 

under his control. He directed his arms against Kosalas and Kalingas 

in the eastern Deccan and easily humbled them. The Chalukya army 

then followed the coastal route towards the South. The fortress of 

Pishtapura (modern Pithapuram in Godavari district) and another fort 

on an island in the Kunala (the Kolleru lake near Ellore) was reduced. 

The ruling house of Pishtapura was overthrown and Pulakesin's ‗dear 

younger brother‘ Yuvaraja Kubja-Vishnuvardhana was placed in 

charge of the newly acquired Kingdom. He became the founder of the 

celebrated Eastern Chalukya dynasty. After defeating the 

Vishnukundin King, Vikramendravarman III, who defended the Ellore 

region, Pulakesin marched towards the Pallava capital, Kancheepuram. 

The Pallava King, Mahendravarman I, was defeated, and compelled to 
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take shelter behind the ramparts of his capital. Next, Pulakesin crossed 

the Kaveri and made friends with the Cholas, Keralas and Pandyas, 

apparently with a view to raise them against their powerful neighbour, 

the Pallavas. After completing his digvijaya, Pulakesin returned to 

Vatapi. The conquests of the Chalukya King, extending over wide 

regions between the Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal are hinted in 

his title, "lord of the eastern and western waters," found in the Lohner 

grant of A.D. 630.  

 

Visit of Hiuen Tsiang 

 

About the year A.D. 641, Maharashtra, ruled by Pulakesin, was visited 

by the Chinese pilgrim, Hiuen Tsiang, who has left a vivid account of 

the country. We are told that "its soil is rich and fertile; it is regularly 

cultivated and very productive." Furthermore, "the inhabitants were 

proud-spirited and war-like, grateful for favours and revengeful for 

wrongs, self-sacrificing towards suppliants in distress and sanguinary 

to death with any who treated them insultingly. Their martial heroes 

who led the van of the army in battle went into conflict intoxicated, 

and their war elephants were also made drunk before an engagement." 

The benevolent sway of the King extended "far and wide, and his 

vassals served him with perfect loyalty."  

 

Embassy from Persia  
 

Pulakesin not only distinguished himself in warfare, but also cultivated 

the softer art of diplomacy to strengthen his position. According to the 

Arab writer, Tabari, the Chalukya monarch maintained friendly 

relations with Khuzru II (Khuzru Parvis), King of Persia, who received 

a special envoy in 625 A.D., bearing letters and presents from 

Pulakesin. The Persian sovereign, too, sent an embassy to the 

Chalukya court and it is generally supposed by scholars that reception 

of the Persian mission is portrayed in one of the Ajanta cave paintings.  

 

Inglorious End  
 

Pulakesin's last days were inglorious. About 642 A.D., 

Narasimhavarman I, son of Mahendravarman I, accompanied by a 

powerful army, and determined to avenge the defeat of his father at the 

hands of Pulakesin, marched towards the Chalukya capital, Badami. 

Narasimhavarman repeatedly defeated Pulakesin at the battles at 
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Pariyala, Manimangala, Suramara and other places, captured Vatapi 

and ransacked it. After his victory over Chalukyas, he even assumed 

the title "Vatapi-Konda " (Captor of Vatapi). How-ever, thirteen years 

later, a son of Pulakesin revenged his father's death and captured 

Kancheepuram. The conflict between the Pallavas and the Chalukyas 

continued for many years with varying fortunes. Pulakesin II was 

undoubtedly the greatest King of the Chalukya house of Badami and 

one of the greatest monarchs of ancient India. As a great conquerer 

and an empire-builder, he holds an important position in the annals of 

Indian history. 

 

 

 

Why Should We Celebrate  

The Festival of Historic Personalities? 

 

Why, then, should the historical functions be celebrated? To 

pay our national gratitude we owe to those heroic souls. 

They should be celebrated as a mark of reverence and 

remembrance of the immense good those benevolent men 

have done to the world, because they have sacred sanction of 

ancient traditions. They are the clouds which shower the 

nectar of instruction. They are the monuments of virtues. 

They are the chemicals that act as an incentive to human 

thoughts and feelings. They are the preceptors who impart 

virtuous instruction to the youths. They are the living history 

of the deeds of noble heroes. Functions in their honour 

should be celebrated because of this. There are so many 

advantages and definitely no disadvantages. Especially we, 

Hindus, should take to these functions for emerging out of 

the present degraded state which was the result of want of 

self-respect and dutifulness. For, that is the only easy and 

sure path to the prosperity of the nation." 

—Swatantrya Veer Savarkar 

 

 

THE LION AND THE HISTORIAN 
 

A famous African adage avers that until the lions have their own 

historians, the history of the hunt will always glorify the hunter.  
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Ayodhya Mathura Maayaa Kaashee Kaanchi Avantikaa, 

Puree Dwaaraavatee chaiva saptaitaa mokshadaayikaah. 

 

"AYODHYA, Mathura, Maya, Kasi, Kanchi, Avanti and Dwaraka are 

the seven sacred places which give moksha to an individual" — so 

says every pious and patriotic Hindu, chanting his Pratasmarana or 

Bhaarata Bhaktistotra daily in the morning, before he commences his 

day's work. Kasi and Kanchi are mentioned as the two eyes of Siva, in 

the Brahmaanda Puraana. Kanchi, where Adi Sankara established one 

of his Maths, is a Shakti peetha, besides being sacred to Siva, Vishnu 

and Shanmukha. This holy teertha was once the meeting place of all 

noble thoughts. In this ancient centre of learning, sanctified by the 

association of Nayanmars, Alwars and Buddhist and Jain scholars, 

there was a Ghatika or University where all systems of philosophy and 

religion were taught. King Mayurasarman of Kadambakula studied 

Vedas in Kanchi. In ‗Manimekalai‘, the renowned Tamil epic, we find 

the heroine advised to study in Kanchi the philosophical systems of 

the Veda, Siva, Vishnu, Ajeevika, Jaina, and of the Sankhya, 

Vaiseshika and Lokayata.  

 

To the student of Indian History, Kanchi is the proud capital of the 

glorious Tondainadu or Tondaimandalam of the Pallavas who played a 
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significant role in the political and cultural history of South India for 

over six centuries and whose period was perhaps the most creative 

epoch in its history.  

 

Pallavas Kanchi 
 

An inscription at Kancheepuram proclaims the greatness of the Pallava 

rulers "who were pious, who destroyed the excessively great pride of 

the Kali (age), who spoke the truth, who were profound, whose minds 

knew how to practise the trivarga (three objects of worldly 

existence—dharma, artha and kama), who assiduously honoured the 

aged, who forcibly subdued lust and the other internal foes, who 

excelled in the knowledge of weapons, who were firm, mighty and 

endowed with polity and modesty." The origin of the Pallavas is, 

shrouded in mystery. Scholars have wandered from Persia to Ceylon 

in search of the original home of the Pallavas of Kanchi, on the 

supposition that they were foreign to Tondaimandalam. Some consider 

them to be of Persian or Parthian origin because of the similarity in the 

names of Pallavas and Pahlavas, while some others consider them to 

be the descendants of Ilantiraiyan, who was born as a result of the 

liason between Killivalavan Cholan and Pilivali, daughter of King 

Valaivanan of Manipallavam, an island near the coast of Ceylon, and 

who was installed as the King of Tondaimandalam by his father. Yet 

another theory is that they were Pulindas or Paladas who were 

identical with Kurumbars and were the people belonging to the 

southern most province of the Mauryan Empire during the reign of 

Ashoka.  

 

The genealogy and history of the Pallavas of Kanchi, prior to 

Simhavishnu Avanisimha, father of Mahendravarman I, is one of 

knotty problems in South Indian history. However, with Simhavishnu 

begins the age of the great Pallavas and to him belongs the honour of 

starting the Pallavas on their grand career of political and cultural 

achievement. He conquered Cholamandalam and vanquished the 

Kalabhras. His son, Mahendravarman, was one of the greatest 

sovereigns of the Pallava dynasty. During his reign commenced the 

long-drawn Pallava Chalukya conflict in which either power became 

the natural enemy of the other. The Aihole inscription says that 

Pulakesin II "caused the splendour of the lord of the Pallavas to be 

obscured by the dust of his army and to vanish behind the walls of 

Kancheepuram."  
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Accession of Narasimhavarman 
 

Mahendravarman's son, Narasimhavarman, was a young prince at the 

time of the former's confrontation with Pulakesin II. He was not only 

well-trained in all arts, military science, and political administration, 

but also well-acquainted with the social, economic and political 

conditions of his country and the people. It is said that he used to 

accompany the officials of the Government in the course of their tours 

in different parts of the Kingdom to gather first hand information 

about the people and the country. After the death of Mahendravarman 

I, Narasimhavarman ascended the Pallava throne about the beginning 

of the second quarter of the seventh century A.D. Narasimhavarman, 

known by the title ‗Mahamalla‘ meaning ‗The Great Wrestler‘, was 

perhaps the greatest of the family. He carried on the work of extension 

of the Pallava power begun by his father. Narasimhavarman had by 

this time grown sufficiently strong and he thought it his duty to 

reconquer the northern portions of his own kingdom lost to the 

Chalukyas earlier. The expansion of the Pallavas in the north as far as 

the newly carved kingdom of the Eastern Chalukyas of Vengi, was a 

serious menace to Pulakesin who thought it necessary to subjugate 

Narasimhavarman before it was too late. Pulakesin's ambition 

prompted him to undertake another expedition against the Pallavas in 

the hope of achieving more decisive results.  

 

Conquest of Vatapi 
 

But, this time, Pulakesin had to confront with an enemy who was 

mightier than his illustrious father. The Kuram plates state that 

Narasimhavarman, "like Sahasrabahu (thousand armed Kartavirya) 

enjoyed the action of a thousand arms in hundreds of fights" and 

"wrote the (three) syllables of (the word) ‗Vi ja ya‘ (Victory), as on a 

plate, on Pulakesin's back which was caused to be visible (i.e. whom 

he caused to turn his back) in battles of Pariyala, Manimangala and 

Suramara," and "destroyed (the city of) Vatapi just as the pitcher-born 

(Agastya) (the demon) Vatapi" The Velurpalayam plates mention that 

Narasimhavarman, after defeating "the host of enemies, took from 

them the pillar of victory standing in the centre of Vatapi." It is learnt 

from ‗Peria-Puranam‘ that Narasimhavarman, after defeating 

Pulakesin, assumed the offensive and sent his general, Siruttonda 

Nayanar, who was known otherwise as Paranjoti, to invade the 



64                                              TATTVVA DARSANA  

Chalukya territory. Vatapi, the Chalukya capital was captured in A.D. 

642 and Pulakesin was probably killed in the battle. After recording 

his achievement on a rock behind the Mallikarjuna temple in the heart 

of Badami, the Pallava general returned from Vatapi with rich booty. 

Narasimhavarman thus triumphed conspicuously over the conqueror 

of his own father as well as of Harshavardhana of Thaneswar and 

Kanauj. He fully deserved the title of Vatapikonda or captor of Vatapi, 

which he assumed. According to the renowned historian, Sri K. A. 

Nilakanta Sastri, "Narasimhavarman, encouraged by his successes, 

invaded the Chalukya country in force and, rapidly advancing to the 

capital, Badami, made himself master of the city and its fortress" in 

the defence of which Pulakesin lost his life. The learned historian 

opines that Narasimhavarman spared Badami as an act of clemency, 

and this opinion goes contrary to the popular belief that he destroyed 

the city.  

 

Friendship with Manavarma  
 

Another striking achievement of Narasimhavarman was a successful 

naval expedition sent by him to Ceylon in order to reinstate the 

Sinhalese prince, Manavarma. In Ceylon, Kasyapa II (A.D. 632-41), 

the father of Manavarma, was seized by some serious illness and the 

kingdom was transferred to his sister‘s son called Mana, a scion of the 

Iksvaku family of Rohana. It is not clear why the throne was denied to 

Manavarma who consequently fled to the Pallava Court in South India 

for help. Arriving at the city of Kancheepuram, he managed to enter 

service under Narasimhavarman I with a view to secure his aid and 

ultimately to gain the throne of Ceylon. Here he is described as having 

constantly engaged himself in the service of the King and proved his 

trustworthiness by many an act of bravery and loyalty. It is said that 

one day, as the King, Narasimha, was out on his elephant on pleasure, 

attended by Manavarma, he became thirsty and drank the water of a 

tender cocoanut and gave the nut to Manavarma, thinking him to be 

some other attendant. Manavarma took the nut from him in a spirit of 

true friendship, and unhesitatingly started eating the nut. The King, 

happening at that moment to turn round, perceived the error he had 

made and desiring to repair the wrong he had unwittingly done to him, 

seized the nut, and himself consumed the remnants left by 

Manavarma.  
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On the occasion of Narasimhavarman's confrontation with his 

powerful foe, Pulakesin, he left behind Manavarma at Kancheepuram, 

thinking that the prince, who was to ascend the throne of Ceylon, 

should not be made to risk his life in a battle between the Pallavas and 

the Chalukyas. But, Manavarrna, a loyal friend as he was to 

Narasimhavarman, wanted to stand by the side of the latter in victory, 

defeat or death and hence joined him in the battle-field. Such actions 

increased Narasimha's esteem for him and soon after the victory over 

the Chalukyas, Narasimhavarman undertook the task of helping 

Manavarma to capture the throne of Ceylon as an act of gratitude.  

 

Ceylon Expedition  
 

Narasimhavarman sent Manavarma at the head of a mighty and 

powerful navy in an expedition to Ceylon, which took place in the 

year A.D. 642, when the throne of Ceylon had passed into the hands of 

Hastadamstra. Hastadamstra seems to have been defeated by the 

Pallava forces under Manavarma, but the Mahavamsa says that the 

Pallava army was reluctant to continue the fight as the news of their 

King's sickness reached them. Therefore, from the point of view of 

Manavarma, this expedition was a failure and he seems to have fled to 

Kanchi again. He had to wait in the Pallava court till four kings had 

ruled in Ceylon from A.D. 641 to 668. Again Narasimhavarman gave 

him an army much bigger than before. This time the Pallava king 

himself accompanied his troops as far as the sea-port of 

Mahabalipuram where his men went on board on their voyage to the 

shores of Ceylon. It is said that when the King found that his officers 

were reluctant to go to Ceylon without him, he played a trick to induce 

his men to embark the ship. He gave over to Manavarma all his retinue 

and insignia of royalty together with the ornaments with which he 

adorned his person, and sent him secretly on board the ship, bidding 

him take the royal drum, the Kottha, with him, and sound it from the 

deck of the vessel. Manavarma did as he was directed and the Pallava 

soldiers, thinking that it was their King who was sounding the call, 

embarked, leaving Narasimhavarman alone on land. This second 

expedition which took place in A.D. 668 met tremendous success and 

the account of it contained in Mahavamsa finds epigraphical 

corroboration in the Kasakkudi plates of Nandivarman II, which state 

that Narasimhavarman "surpassed the glory of the valour of Rama by 

his conquest of Lanka."  
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Narasimhavarman is said to have vanquished the Cholas, Cheras, 

Kalabhras as well as the Pandyas, but no details of these battles are 

known. There can be no doubt, however, that under him the Pallava 

power attained a strength and prestige which it had not known since its 

revival under Simhavishnu.  

 

Glory that was Mamallapuram  
 

Narasimhavarman was a great builder, and Mamallapuram or 

Mahabalipuram, the chief port of the Kingdom, was greatly 

embellished in his day. The Pallava architecture and sculpture 

constitute a most brilliant chapter in the history of South Indian art. 

According to Mr. Longhurst, examples of Mamalla style are only 

found at the Seven Pagodas. The monolithic rathas, which are 

obviously copies of wooden religious structures with all the details of 

timber work faithfully reproduced in granite are unique creations in 

the field of architecture. ―It will be remembered,‖ says he, ―that it was 

Mamalla who founded Mamallapuram naming the town after himself. 

Although most of the monuments there may be said to be in the 

Mamalla style, it is quite certain that all of them could not possibly 

have been excavated during his life time, as the work might have taken 

over a century and even then was never finished.‖ It may be noted here 

that the famous Shore Temple at Mahabalipuram was built during the 

petliod of Narasimhavarman II Rajasimha who ruled over the Pallava 

country during AD. 680 to 700.  
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Mamallapuram must have been a busy port with its royal residences, 

bazaars, warehouses and harbour. There can be little doubt that 

Mamallapuram was one of the chief entrepots of South India and that 

from it streamed forth strong cultural influences which shaped the art 

of Hindu colonies in Indonesia and Indo-China.  

 

Mallai, the shortened form of Mamallapuram, is also referred to as 

Kadal-mallai, i.e. the Mallai on the sea, and is referred to as such in 

one of his verses by the Vaishnava saint, Tirumangai Alwar. He says 

that in its harbour ride at anchor "vessels bent to the point of breaking, 

laden as they are with wealth, big trunked elephants, and the gems of 

the nine varieties in heaps." It has been suggested that the place may 

be identified with the ‗Melangus‘ mentioned by Ptolemy, which was 

obviously Malanka or Mavilangai. Jouveau Duhrouil is assertive when 

he says: "It is almost certain that Mamallapuram was founded by 

Mamalla." But it is seen from ‗Paththup-paattu‘ that Mamallapuram 

was a renowned sea-port town during the periods of Chola rulers like 

Karikala Chola and Tondaiman Ilantiraiyan. Mahabalipuram was also 

known as Mallapuri in Vaishnava literature. That Mahabalipuram was 

known under the name Mallai even long before Narasimhavarman I is 

apparent from the hymns of Bhutattalwar, an early Vaishnava saint 

assignable to the second or third century A.D. and a native of 

Mahabalipuram. Some authorities think, the name with its present 

spelling, Mahabalipuram, is correct and that it signifies "the city of the 

great Bali," a legendary monarch whom Mahavishnu sent to the nether 

world when the latter took the Vamana Avatara. On the side walls in 

the Varaha Mandapa at Mahabalipuram, Vishnu is represented in the 

Boar Incarnation, and as an eight-armed giant bestriding the three 

worlds, which is the culmination of the story of the Dwarf Incarnation.  

 

Hiuen Tsiang on Kanchi  
 

In the reign of Narasimhavarman I, the celebrated Chinese pilgrim 

Hiuen Tsiang, visited Kanchi, the Pallava capital and stayed there for 

sometime. Recording his visit to Kin-chi-pu-lo (Kancheepura) the 

capital of the country known as Ta-lo-pi-ch'a (Dravida or 

Tondaimandala) the pilgrim says in his 'Si-Yu-Ki' or Buddhist Records 

of the Western World, that the country was 6000 li in circuit. "The soil 

is fertile and regularly cultivated, and produces abundance of grain. 

There are also many flowers and fruits. It produces precious gems and 

other articles. The climate is hot; the character of the people 
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courageous. They are deeply attached to the principles of honesty and 

truth, and highly esteem learning; in respect of their language and 

written characters, they differ but little from those of Mid-India. There 

are some hundreds of Sangharamas and 10,000 priests. They all study 

the teaching of the Sthavira (Chang-tso-pu) school belonging to the 

Great Vehicle. There are some eighty Deva temples, and many 

heretics called Nirgranthas." He further points out that Tathagata often 

came to this country to preach law, and Ashoka raised stupas here to 

commemorate sacred sites. He also informs that the famous Buddhist 

teacher, Dharmapala, hailed from Kancheepura.  

 

Patron of Religion and Literature  
 

Narasimhavarman was also in his own way a patron of literature. It 

was during his time, and that of his father, that two or three of the 

principal Saiva devotees, namely, Appar, Sambandar and Siruttondar, 

flourished. It is just possible that several others of' the Saiva, and some 

among the Vaishnava devotees are also referable to this particular 

reign. During the period of Narasimhavarman, Saivism was very much 

in the ascendant and Siva temples were very numerous in South India. 

If tradition preserved in the Avantisundarikatha is true, the illustrious 

Dandin was the great grandson of Damodara, a friend of Bharavi, and 

adorned the Pallava court of Narasimhavarman I. Thus it could be seen 

that Sanskrit and Tamil found equal patronage in the Pallava court 

during this period, and to an extent the former even influenced the 

latter.  

 

Narasimhavarman's name and 

fame will ever remain immortal in 

the annals of the history of 

Bharatavarsha, as long as the 

beautiful monuments of 

Mahabalipuram, facing the vast 

expanse of Ganga Sagar, sing in silence the glory and splendour that 

was the Pallava Empire. When the temple-bells toll in Kancheepuram, 

the far-famed capital of Pallavas, and the devotional songs of 

Nayanmars and Alwars are sung in the Hindu homes in the length and 

breadth of Tamilnadu, our heart throbs with ineffable delight in the 

immortal memories of the Pallava rulers among whom. Narasimha 

Pallavan ‗Mamallan is the crest-jewel.  
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INDIA IN THE EYES OF FOREIGNERS 

 

While studying life, India‘s ancient explorers could discover its 

deepest meaning, the means to refine it and realize its highest 

possibilities. The eminent historian A.L. Bhasham points out in his 

book The Wonder That Was India: ―India was a cheerful land, where 

people, each finding a niche in a complex and slowly evolving social 

system, reached a higher level of kindliness and gentleness in their 

mutual relationships than any other nation of antiquity.‖ 

  

Let those academicians in the West who misuse their ‗academic 

freedom‘ to denigrate a universal culture and those intellectuals in 

India who still slavishly dot on some outdated Western concepts of the 

19
th
 century and those who are getting misled, give special attention to 

the following views of a Westerner, that too of a scholar in dialectical 

materialism and an eminent scientist who was a corresponding 

member of the erstwhile USSR Academy of Sciences, Prof. Alexander 

Spirkin, who points out in his book Dialectical Materialism (Progress 

Publishers, Moscow 1983 Pp 339-340): ―The sages of ancient India 

discovered astonishingly subtle and profound psycho-biophysical 

connections between the human organism and cosmic and 

subterranean processes. They knew much that even today is beyond 

the ken of European scientific thought, or that it ignores, often trying 

to conceal its helplessness by asserting that oriental wisdom is mere 

mysticism, and thus showing its inability to distinguish the rational but 

not yet fully understandable essence from various figments of 

imagination. It is sometimes difficult for us to penetrate the profound 

language of symbolic forms in which this wisdom is couched, to get at 

the essence of that wisdom.‖ After a detailed review of the various 

aspects of their knowledge, he concludes: ―Does it not go to show an 

astonishingly high level of culture that should arouse our admiration, 

gratitude and desire to study!‖ 

--Srikant 

 
"India (Land of Hindus) is the cradle of the human race, the birthplace 

of human speech, the mother of history, the grandmother of legend, 

and the great grandmother of tradition."  

-Mark Twain  
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The Great Chozhas 

 

―Rama built, with the aid of the monkeys, a causeway across the sea 

and then slew with great difficulty the king of Lanka by means of 

sharp-edged arrows. But Rama was excelled by this (King) whose 

powerful army crossed the ocean by ships and burnt up the King of 

Lanka‖, proclaims the Tiruvalangadu plates, presenting a picturesque 

account of the invasion of Ceylon by Rajarajan, the greatest monarch 

of Southern India. At a time when Northern India was divided into 

weak and warring states, some of which were subjected to the ravages 

of Islamic invasions, there arose in the South, a mighty and powerful 

empire which brought the whole of Southern India, from Tungabhadra 

to Ceylon, under the ‗Tiger banner‘ of the Chozha dynasty, and the 

great emperor who achieved this feat was Rajarajan, whose men-of-

war, carrying the ‗Tiger-flag‘ on their masts, sailed on the three 

waters. It is the good fortune of historians that this glorious emperor 

conceived the idea of prefixing to his inscriptions, a set historical 

introduction or prashasti, recounting in an ornate and poetic style of 

Tamil, the main achievements of his reign, and this practice was kept 

up by his successors. 
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The origin of the Chozhas is unknown. Parimelazhagar, the learned 

commentator of Tirukkural, considers the name as one of immemorial 

antiquity and renown. The earliest Chozha Kings of whom we have 

tangible evidence are those mentioned in Sangam literature. Karikalan 

and Kochengannan are the two outstanding rulers among them. 

Uraiyur was the capital of Chozhas during the Sangam age and 

Kaveripoompattinam or Puhar was a renowned sea-port and one of the 

few great cities of the time. The history of the Chozhas from the 

Sangam age to the accession of Vijayalaya in the second quarter of the 

ninth century is shrouded in darkness. 

 

Glorious Accession 

 

Vijayalaya, whose reign begins shortly before 850 A.D., is the founder 

of the dynasty in which Rajarajan was born. Vijayalaya, who was 

probably a vassal of the Pallavas, captured Thanjavur from 

Muttaraiyar chiefs, who were partisans of the Pandyas. Vijayalaya‘s 

son Aditya I overthrew the Pallava Aparajitavarman and brought 

Tondaimandalam under his sway in 890 A.D. Aditya was succeeded 

by Parantaka I, who was in turn followed by his two sons, 

Gandaraditya and Arinjaya. Sundara Chozha, son of Arinjaya, who 

succeeded to the throne, chose his known son Aditya II as the heir 

apparent. But Aditya fell as a victim to a conspiracy hatched by 

Uttama Chozha, son of Gandaraditya, who now forced Sundara 

Chozha to choose him as heir apparent. Though the people wanted 

Sundara Chozha‘s younger son, Arumoli, the future Rajarajan, to 

succeed to the throne, Rajarajan was too good to accept the throne 

while his uncle wanted it. He chose to remain a yuvarajatill the end of 

Uttama Chozha‘s reign which lasted for sixteen years. 

 

Raja Kesari Arumolivarman, as he was known in the early years of his 

reign, came to the throne on some day in the month following 25th 

June, 985 A.D. He was the son of Sundara Chozha by Vanavan 

Mahadevi, and his star was Satabhishaj. With his accession to the 

throne began the glorious epoch of the Chozhas, and the thirty years of 

his reign constituted the formative period of a powerful and 

prosperous empire. The affection he lavished on his sister Kundavai, 

after whom he named one of his daughters, and the privileged position 

accorded to his grand-aunt, Sembian Mahadevi, the mother of Uttama 

Chozha, indicate that he was great and good man as well as a far-

sighted ruler. His nobility and magnanimity stands out in remarkable 
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contrast to the selfishness and mean-mindedness of his uncle, Uttama 

Chozha. 

 

Career of Conquests 

 

Soon after his accession to the throne, Rajarajan started a brilliant 

career of conquests and expansion of his kingdom. His immediate 

rivals in the south were the Cheras, Pandyas and Sinhalas, who were 

allied against the Chozhas. In the first lap of his southern expedition, 

Rajarajan overran the Chera Kingdom by defeating the Chera King, 

Bhaskara Ravi Varman Tiruvadi, in a war fought at Kandalur Salai, a 

coastal town of the Chera country. He then defeated his Pandya rival, 

Amarabhujangan, who was an ally of the Chera and annexed the 

Pandya territories. Mention about Rajarajan‘s conquest of Madurai, 

Vizhinjam, Kollam, Kolla-desam and Kodungolur in 

different prashastis make it clear that he had sent more than one 

expedition against his adversaries, the Pandya and the Chera. 

Rajarajan also led an expedition against Udagai, a fortress in the 

Western Ghats in the region of Malai-nadu or Kuda-malai-nadu. He 

also established the Chatayam festival in the Chera country. 

 

Rajarajan now turned his attention to Ceylon. The naval expedition 

against ‗Eezham‘ (Ceylon) must have taken place during the reign of 

Mahinda V who came to the throne in 981 A.D. and was still ruling 

Ceylon at the time when Rajarajan‘s son and successor, Rajendran 

invaded the island. On account of a military revolution which led to 

the ascendancy of Kerala and Kannada mercenaries in a large part of 

his kingdom, Mahinda had to take refuge in the inaccessible hill 

country in the south-east of Ceylon, called Rohana. Rajarajan, finding 

this as a right opportunity, invaded Ceylon and made himself the 

master of Northern Ceylon, which became a province (mandalam) 

under the name Mummudi-chozha-mandalam. One permanent result 

of the Chozha invasion was that Anuradhapura, the capital of Ceylon 

for over 1000 years, was finally destroyed by the armies of Rajarajan. 

 

Chozha Capital of Ceylon 

 

Polonnaruva , formerly a military out-post of the ancient capital, now 

became the capital under the Chozhas. It was renamed Jagannatha-

Mangalam, after another title assumed by Rajarajan about the middle 

of his reign. Rajarajan signalized the Chozha occupation of Ceylon by 
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the construction of a stone temple to Siva in Polonnaruva. This 

beautiful little Siva temple, constructed of granite and limestone which 

stands within the walled confines of the old city of Polonnaruva. Is 

among the few Hindu monuments of Ceylon, which are still in a good 

state of preservation; and "its architectural form seems at once to class 

it with the Hindu fanes of South India erected from the tenth to the 

twelfth centuries, of which the great temple of Tanjore is the finest and 

most elaborate exponent.‖ Rajarajan‘s inscriptions have been found in 

Ceylon. An officer form the Chozha country by name Tali Kumaran 

built another temple called Rajarajeswara at Mahatitha (Mantota) 

which was also named Rajarajapura, and richly endowed the new 

temple. 

 

After subjugating the southern kingdoms, Rajarajan turned his 

attention to the North-West. He conquered Gangapadi, Nolumbapadi 

and Tadigaipadi all of them in the Mysore country. But he could not 

advance far immediately, as the Western Chalukyas disputed this 

Chozha advance and Tailapa II gained a victory over the advancing 

Chozhas by defeating them. Within a few years after 992 A.D., 

Tailapa II died and was succeeded by Satyashraya on the Chalukya 

throne. 

 

Intervention in Vengi 

 

Satyashraya continued the aggressive policy of his father, his chief 

enemy being the rising Chozha power under Rajarajan who was 

establishing a stronghold on the eastern Deccan by active intervention 

in the affairs of the Vengi Kingdom. In Vengi, the King Danarnava 

was slain in a battle by the Telugu-Chozha chief, Jata-Chozha Bhima, 

probably a grandson of Chalukya Bhima II. Danarnava‘s sons, 

Shaktivarman and Vimaladityan, sought refuge under Rajarajan. 

Bhima invaded Tondaimandalam and started a war against Rajarajan. 

But he was defeated in the war and taken prisoner. Rajarajan restored 

the Vengi Kingdom to Shaktivarman. He also gave his daughter, 

Kundavai, in marriage to Vimaladitya, brother of Shaktivarman. By 

the part he played in restoring order and putting an end to the long-

drawn civil strife in that kingdom, Rajarajan was well justified in 

claiming to have conquered Vengi. However the political relation in 

which Vengi stood to the Chozha Empire under Rajarajan is best 

described as that of a protectorate. 

 



74                                              TATTVVA DARSANA  

 Subjugation of Western Chalukyas 

 

Unable to brook this extension of Chozha power into the Eastern 

Deccan, Shaktivarman invaded Vengi in 1006 A.D., his general 

Bayalanambi reducing the forts of Dhanyakataka and Yanamadala to 

ashes, and established himself in Chebrolu in the Guntur District. 

Acting on the principle that attack is the best form of defence, 

Rajarajan ordered his son Rajendran to invade Western Chalukya 

Kingdom at the head of a strong army. Rajendran marched up to 

Donur in Bijapur district, captured Banavasi and a good part of the 

Raichur doab, and sacked Manyakheta, the Chalukya capital. At the 

same time another section of the army operating from Vengi, 

advanced on Kollipakkai (Kulpak) and captured its fortress. 

Shaktivarman was thus compelled to withdraw his forces from Vengi 

and only with difficulty he succeeded in freeing his country of the 

Chozha army, which retired behind the Tungabhadra with much booty, 

part of which went to the enrichment of the Tanjore temple. 

 

Rajarajan later included in his conquests, Kalinga, whose King was 

enemy of the Eastern Chalukya Vimaladitya, who was Rajarajan‘s 

son-in-law and successor of Shaktivarman. The last of the conquests, 

mentioned only in the latest inscriptions of Rajarajan, is that of the 

‘old islands of the sea numbering 12,000‘—the Maldives. This naval 

conquest is sufficient indication that the navy which Rajendran used so 

effectively some years later, had been organized under his great father 

who stands in many ways in the same relation to  Rajendran as Philip 

of Macedon to Alexander the Great. 

 

 In the closing years of his reign, Rajarajan associated his son 

Rajendran with himself in the official administration. The formal 

recognition of Rajendran as heir apparent took place some time 

between the 27
th
March and 7

th
 July 1012 A.D. Rajendran must have 

been twenty five years of age at that time. 

 

Construction of Rajarajeswaram 
 

The magnificent Shiva temple, Rajarajeswara at Tanjore, Completed 

in 1010 A.D., fittingly commemorates the glory of Rajarajan‘s reign 

which came to an end with his death in 1014 A.D. It is the finest 

monument of a splendid period of South Indian history and the most 

beautiful specimen of Tamil architecture at its best. The temple is 
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remarkable alike for its stupendous proportions and for the simplicity 

of its design. 

 

The Vimana of this temple, which rises 

over the sanctum of a height of nearly 

200 feet on a square base of about a 

hundred feet, dominates the whole 

structure. The boldly moulded Nandi, 

the simple and tasteful bas-reliefs and 

decorative motifs on the Vimana and the 

balustrades, the graceful sculptures in 

the niches on the sides of 

the Vimana and the fine chiselling 

which marks the entire work, including 

the lettering of the numerous 

inscriptions, are not equalled by 

anything known in South Indian 

architecture. Considerable engineering and architectural skill can be 

discerned in the construction of the temple, particularly in the work of 

transporting the huge blocks of granite over distances and in raising 

them to position. On the walls of the temple is engraved an account of 

Rajarajan‘s exploits.  
 

Service to the Sculptor 

 

There is an interesting and popular story about the deep personal 

interest that the king evinced in the construction of the temple. It is 

said that one day, when the chief sthapati or the sculptor was deeply 

absorbed in chiselling the huge Nandi, Rajarajan went and stood by his 

side. The sthapati, thinking that it was his boy attendant standing by 

his side ordered him to prepare a pan (betel leaf with areca nut and 

lime). The King coolly accepted the order, folded a couple of betel 

leaves and handed it over to the sthapati who received it without 

seeing the hands that supplied them. Chewing the pan in his mouth, 

the sthapati started uttering words of praise, eulogizing the King who 

planned this unique monument. Later he asked his attendant to bring 

the spittoon near him. The King silently obeyed. When 

the sthapati raised his head after spitting the chewed betel leaves, he 

found to his utter surprise and shock, the Great emperor standing in 

front of him. He fell prostrate at the feet of the King with tears rolling 

down his cheeks and apologizing to the emperor, in a voice choked 
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with emotion. The King, with a smiling face, lifted him up and 

consoled him by telling that it was a rare privilege for him to serve the 

great sthapati whose hands chiseled the sculptures of the magnificent 

temple. 

 

 
 

A Generous Monarch 

 

Rajarajan was not merely a great conqueror, but also a very able 

administrator. During his reign village assemblies and quasi-public 

corporations enjoyed complete autonomy, though their functioning 

was effectively supervised by the government. His powerful army and 

navy marked out Rajarajan as the greatest among the empire-builders 

of Southern India. Though he was a worshipper of Siva, he was 

tolerant of other religions. He made it a point to give clear expression 

to his general attitude to religion by including in the decorative motifs 

of the great Siva temple of Tanjore, themes form Vaishnavism and 

even Buddhism. He endowed and built some temples of Vishnu too. 

Besides, it is said that he granted a village to the Buddhist Vihara at 

Negapatam, constructed by Sri Mara Vijayottungavarman, the 

Sailendra King of Sri Vijaya and Kataha beyond the sea in the Malay 

Peninsula. Rajarajan had a number of wives, but only a few children. 

Though Loka-Mahadevi appears to have occupied the most important 

position among his queens, the mother of Rajendran, the heir apparent 

to the throne, was Tribhuvana Mahadevi. A happy and peaceful family 

life, free from political intrigues and conspiracies, contributed to the 

successful career of Rajarajan as a great conqueror and emperor. 

 

http://sribharatamatamandir.org/word/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/Rajaraja1.jpg
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Patron of Letters 

 

Rajarajan was not merely a patron of art and architecture, but also of 

literature. Nambi Andar Nambi, the author who arranged the Shaiva 

Canon substantially in the form in which we now find it, was a 

contemporary of Rajarajan. He compiled in an abbreviated form, the 

stories of 63 Nayanmars, under the name Tiruttondattogai.Rajarajan 

himself was the subject of two works, a drama entitled Rajarajesvara-

natakam which was to be enacted in the Tanjore temple during 

festivals, and a Kavya entitled Rajarajavijayam to be read in the 

temple of Tiruppundurutti. While the former was a dramatic 

representation of the construction of the great temple at Tanjore, the 

latter was a quasi-historical poem treating of Rajarajan‘s reign. 

 

Mission to China 

 

During the close of his reign, Rajarajan sent a mission to China to take 

advantage to the opportunities extended by the Sung Government to 

foreign traders. The annals of the Sung Dynasty record that the first 

mission to China from Chu-lieu (Chozha) reached the country in 

A.D.1015 and state that the king of their country was Lo-ts‘a-lo-

ts‘a (Rajaraja). The second mission was sent by his son Shi-lo-lo-cha 

yin-to-lo-chu-lo (Sri Raja Indra Chozha) in 1033 A.D. and a third by 

Kulottunga in 1077 A.D. 

 

Immortal Fame 

 

If names are the music of history, Rajarajan greatly indulged his taste 

for this music. He also sought to make these names current coin by 

attaching them to new foundations or substituting them for old ones. 

Among his many titles, one is the ―Emperor of the Three Worlds‖ 

which indicates the vast sway of the Chozha Empire. Like 

Samudragupta he handed over to his illustrious successor, Rajendran, 

a great and grand empire which the later expanded further into the 

greatest Hindu Empire of his time. As long as the sky-scraping tower 

of the Brihadeeswara temple of Tanjore links heaven and earth, and 

the holy Kaveri, ―the river which brings to the earth, in the guise of 

water, the nectar obtained by the gods after churning the ocean of 

milk‖ flows through the land of the Tamils, the name and fame of 

Rajarajan will remain engraved in golden letters in the annuals of 

Indian History. 
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MILLENNIUM CELEBRATIONS OF TAMJORE TEMPLE 

 

Sri Brihadeeswara Temple, A Thousand Year Old Temple popularly 

known as Tanjavur Peria Kovil or the Big Temple of Tanjore in 

Tamilnadu built by the great Chozha Emperor, Rajaraja, held its 

Millennium Celebrations from September 22 to 26, 2010. 

The Governmentod Tamilnadu organized a five-day cultural festival 

involving thousands of artists to mark the millennium celebrations. A 

confluence of thousand folk artists from 75 troupes in Thanjavur 

participated in cultural events held in the evenings from September 22 

to 24 in venues on Big Temple premises, Rajarajan Manimandapam, 

Tholkappiar Sathukkam, Old TNHB quarters and Karandhai. The 

Tamil University of Tanjore also held a seminar on Rajaraja and the 

construction of the temple on the occasion of the Millennium 

Celebrations. The construction of the temple was begun in 1003 A.D., 

and completed in 1009 A.D., during the reign of the renowned 

emperor Rajaraja. The unique archaeological marvel of the temple is 

that the Vimana of Brihadeeswara is 216 feet tall and the structure is 

in single stone dragged to the top through a temporary slope path 

from a long distance. 

 

A TRIBUTE BY A HISTORIAN 

"Vivekananda championed the cause of Hinduism in the Parliament of 

Religions held at Chicago in 1893. There, in the presence of the 

representatives of all the religions from almost all the countries in the 

world, the young monk from India expounded the principles of 

Vedanta and the greatness of Hinduism with such persuasive 

eloquence that from the very first he captivated the hearts of the vast 

audience. 

"It would be hardly an exaggeration to say that Swami Vivekananda 

made a place for Hinduism in the cultural map of the modern world. 

The civilized nations of the West had hitherto looked down upon 

Hinduism as a bundle of superstitions. Now, for the first time, they not 

only greeted with hearty approval the lofty principles of Hinduism as 

expounded by Vivekananda, but accorded it a very high place in the 

cultures and civilizations of the world". 

            -- R. C. Majumdar 
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INDIA – A MARVEL AND MYSIERY 

 

"From the time of Megasthenes, who described India to Greece ca 302 

B.C., down to the eighteenth century, India was all a marvel and a 

mystery to Europe. Marco Polo (1254-1323) pictured its western 

fringe vaguely, Columbus blundered upon America in trying to reach 

it, Vasco da Gama sailed around Africa to rediscover it, and merchants 

spoke rapaciously of "the wealth of the Indies."  

"It is true that even across the Himalayan barrier India has sent to us 

such questionable gifts as grammar and logic, philosophy and fables, 

hypnotism and chess, and above all our numerals and our decimal 

system. But these are not the essence of her spirit; they are trifles 

compared to what we may learn from her in the future. As invention, 

industry, and trade bind the continents more closely, and shall absorb, 

even in enmity, some of its ways and thoughts."  

"The indications are that Mohenjadaro was at its height when Cheops 

built the first great pyramid; that it had commercial, religious and 

artistic connections to Sumeria and Babylonia...as Sir John Marshall 

believes, Mohenjadaro represents the oldest of all civilizations 

known."--Will Durant in his book, The Story of Civilizations  

 

Yaqubi (9th century) Muslim historian has written: 

"The Hindus are superior to all other nations in intelligence and 

thoughtfulness. They are more exact in astronomy and astrology than 

any other people.  

"The Siddhanta is a good proof of their intellectual powers; by this 

book the Greeks and Persians have also profited. In medicine their 

opinion ranks first." 

 

Al-Jahiz, 9th century Muslim historian writes: 

"The Hindus excel in astrology, mathematics, medicine and in various 

other sciences. They have developed to a perfection arts like sculpture, 

painting, and architecture. They have collections of poetry, 

philosophy, literature and science of morals. From India we received 

the book called Kalilah wa Dimnah. These people have judgment and 

are brave. They posses the virtues of cleanliness and purity. 

Contemplation has originated with them." 

 

(Source: The Vision of India - By Sisirkumar Mitra p. 226). 
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"The light of the Solar Race (Rajendra), mocking Bhagiratha who by 

the force of his austerities caused the descent of the Ganga, set out to 

sanctify his own land with the waters of the stream brought (thither) 

by the strength of his arm", says the Tiruvalangadu grant eulogizing 

the grand northern expedition of Rajendran, the worthy son and 

successor of Rajarajan the Great, in quest of Ganga. It looks as though 

Mother Ponni, desirous of making known to her sister, Bhagirathi, that 

the pomp and glory of Magadha and Pataliputra which were once the 

far-famed capitals of mighty and powerful Hindu empires, were now 

at the feet of the cities nourished by her waters and that it was her turn 

now to house the capital of the biggest Hindu empire of the time, and 

hence she summoned Ganga, through Kaveri's beloved son, 

Rajendran, to come and see for herself the limitless splendour of the 

great Chola empire. As the renowned historian, Sri K. A. Nilakanta 

Sastri, has rightly pointed out, "The history of Rajendra's reign is very 

largely the history of the extensive wars and conquests he undertook in 

the first half of his reign". Under Rajarajan and his talented son 

Rajendran, the usual line of conquest which was from north to south 

had been reversed and the victorious tiger-banner carried far into the 

north.  

 

Valorous Crown Prince  

 

Rajendran was the only son of Rajarajan by Tribhuvana Mahadevi. 

Ardra was the star of his nativity and he was born in the auspicious 

month of Margasirsh. The name given by the father to his son was 

Madurantakan. But, when he was chosen as the heir-apparent to the 

throne, on him was conferred the abhisheka nama, Rajendran, by 
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which he came to be known throughout his reign. Shortly after the 

accession of Rajarajan to the throne, Rajendran became the chief of 

the Chola army. Rajarajan trained up his son, from a very young age in 

statecraft and warfare and thus ensured the continuity of his empire 

and a good public administration, even after him. This wise example 

was followed by Rajendran also, by appointing in due time his son 

Rajadhirajan as the heir-apparent to the throne. Rajendran proved a 

chip of the old block, and by his military valour and administrative 

talents, he raised the Chola empire to the pinnacle of glory. Already in 

the time of his father, Rajendran won renown as a warrior by his 

successful attacks on Iditurainadu (Raichur District), Banawasi (North 

Kanara), Kollippakkai (Kulpak) and Mannaikkadakam (Manya-kheta 

or Malkhed). He had thus carried his arms across the Tungabhadra, 

right into the heart of Chalukya territory.  

 

Strengthening the Administration 

 

Rajendran inherited an extensive empire from his father and during his 

reign the main work he undertook was to consolidate the gains already 

made and to expand the Kingdom further. When Rajendran had 

acceeded to the throne he was about fifty years old. Some day between 

15th March and 3rd December 1018 A.D., his son Rajadhirajan was 

chosen as heir-apparent and from that time onwards, the father and the 

son ruled together and shared the burdens of the empire. Besides the 

crown prince, the other sons of Rajendran were also associated with 

the government of the empire by being appointed to responsible 

positions. This wise system initiated by Rajendran by finding suitable 

occupation for the energies of restless princes of the royal family, 

doubtless allayed their discontent, diminished the chances of palace 

intrigues and revolutions and at the same time brought new strength to 

the administration of an over-grown empire which was called upon to 

face many difficult problems, domestic and foreign.  

 

Invasion of Ceylon  
 

The conquest of the whole of Ceylon is one of the remarkable 

achievements of Rajendran. Rajendran sent a naval expedition to 

Ceylon in the fifth year of his reign, i.e. 1017-18. About 12 years 

before this date, Rajarajan, takitig advantage of the confusion in the 

island Kingdom which arose from a military revolt against Mahinda 

V, had brought it under his power with the exception of the remoter 
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parts which were still held by the Sinhalese. It was left to Rajendran to 

complete the conquest of Ceylon and bring the entire island under 

Chola suzerainty. The Mahavamsa gives a straight account of the 

Ceylon invasion by the Chola forces. As a result of this conquest, 

Rajendran captured the crown of the kings of Ceylon, the exceedingly 

beautiful crowns of their queens and also the fine crown and the 

garland of Indra which the Pandya had previously deposited with the 

kings of Ceylon. Mahinda V was taken prisoner and sent to the Chola 

monarch. Mahinda dwelt twelve years in the Chola land and then 

entered into heaven. Some inscriptions at Polannaruwa and in the 

Colombo Museum furnish clear epigraphic evidence of Rajendran's 

conquest and rule in Ceylon. Several Hindu temples, Devalayas 

dedicated to Siva and Vishnu, have been discovered in the vicinity of 

Polannaruwa. These are built of stone and in the Tamil Chola style of 

architecture, and all of them must have been constructed in this period 

of Chola rule in the island.  

 

War against Cheras, Pandyas and Chalukyas  
 

Rajendran now turned his attention in reasserting the Chola supremacy 

over the Keralas and the Pandyas which was established during his 

father's reign. In A. D. 1018, Rajendran seized the heirloom of the 

Kerala Monarch, including the crown praised by many and rightfully 

worn by him, and the garland emitting red rays. He also took the many 

ancient islands (probably Laccadives and Maldives), which had been 

conquered earlier by his father. Rajendran also appointed his son, 

Jatavarman Sundara, Viceroy of these territories with the title, Chola-

Pandya.  

 

In the tenth year of his rule, Rajendran resumed the war against the 

Western Chalukya power; Jayasimha, the Chalukya King, who had 

succeeded his brother Vikramaditya V, about A.D. 1016, and wanted 

to recover his territory lost to the Chola King in the previous wars. 

Rajendran defeated Jayasimhan in an engagement at Musangi or 

Muyangi in Bellary District. Jayasimha fled to the forests and 

Rajendran returned to the capital with much booty.  

 

The affairs that developed in the East Chalukya Kingdom drew 

Rajendran's attention next. There, Vimaladitya, the King and brother-

in-law of Rajendran, died and there was trouble with regard to 

succession of his son, Narendra, by his wife, Kundavi. So Rajendran, 
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to help his nephew, Narendra, had to fight for him and restore his 

Kingdom. Incidentally he had to fight the rulers of Kalinga and Odda 

who joined against Narendra, and the Chola commander fought 

successfully against all of them.  

 

The Ganges Expedition  

 
Perhaps the most outstanding conquest, of which Rajendran was very 

proud, was the northern expedition in which many Kingdoms of the 

north felt the strength of his arms during the two years of the campign 

led by one of the very able and efficient generals of the King. 

Rajendran's general first fell upon Indraratha and took possession of 

the territory. Then he captured the vast treasures of Ranasura and 

entered the land of Dharmapala and subdued him also; thereby he 

reached the Ganges and caused the water of the river to be brought by 

the conquered Kings to his sovereign lord, Madurantaka, whom he met 

on the banks of the Godavari after conquering Mahipala and taking 

away his fame together with many precious jewels. Before returning to 

his splendid capital, the valorous Rajendran struck the evil-minded 

Otta King and his younger brother and forced from him a tribute of 

rutting elephants.  

 

Though the fetching of the water of the Ganges was perhaps present 

from the very beginning as the object of the expedition, the motive 

behind it was undoubtedly an exhibition of the power of the Chola 

empire and a demonstration of its strength to the rulers of Northern 

India. It was doubtless an audacious campaign and to commemorate it, 

he adopted the title of ‗Gangai-Konda‘, meaning ‗The Conqueror of 

the Ganges‘. At the end of the expedition Rajendran erected ‗a liquid 
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pillar of victory‘ (jalamayam jalastambham) in his capital with the 

waters of the Ganges. ―The invasion of the great southern conqueror, 

Rajendra Chola I‖ says R. D. Banerji, ―seems to have left some 

permanent marks in Bengal .... From him was descended Samantasena, 

who is generally taken to be the founder of Sena dynasty‖. Rajendran 

also imported Saivas from the banks of the Ganges into his own 

Kingdom and established them in Kanchipura and in the Chola 

country.  

  

Overseas Campaign  
 

The Chola emperor's achievements were not limited to land only. With 

a mighty and powerful navy at his command, he desired to carry the 

tiger-banner to the lands across the seas. He sent a naval expedition 

against Kadaram (kataha), a powerful maritime state with Sri Vijaya 

as its capital, which ruled the Malayan peninsula, Sumatra, Java and 

the neighbouring islands and controlled the sea routes from India to 

China. During the reign of Rajarajan and in the early days of 

Rajendran, the relationship of the Chola Empire with the Sri Vijaya 

country was quite friendly. From the fact that the war between the 

Cholas and Sri Vijaya occurred in A. D. 1025, in between the two 

diplomatic-cum-commercial embassies sent to China by Rajarajan and 

Rajendran, in the years 1016 A.D. and 1033 A.D. respectively, it is 

inferred that the war was perhaps necessitated by Sri Vijaya's attempt 

to obstruct Chola intercourse with China. But the prime motive must 

have been Rajendran's desire to win glory by extending his digvijaya 

to the countries across the sea. The expedition was a complete success. 

Kadaram (Kataha) and the capital Sri Vijaya itself were sacked and 

King Sanghrama Vijayothungavarman, Mara Vijayathungavarman's 

successor, was taken captive. The campaign apparently ended with the 

restoration of the Kingdom to its ruler, subject to his acknowledging 

Chola suzerainty. A fragmentary Tamil inscription from Sumatra, 

bearing the date 1088 A. D. shows that active intercourse between the 

Cholas and Sri Vijaya was maintained continuously for generations. 

After this historic conquest, Rajendran assumed the title "Kadaram 

Konda Cholan". After this almost uninterrupted career of conquest and 

aggrandisement, Rajendran sheathed the sword. His subsequent reign 

was, however, not entirely peaceful. Revolts occurred in Kerala and 

the Pandya realm, but they were effectively suppressed by the crown-

prince, Rajadhirajan, who also claims to have successfully fought 

against the Western Chalukya ruler, Someswara I Ahavamalla.  
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A Virtuous Emperor  
 

To commemorate his successful expedition to the north, he founded a 

new capital called after him as Gangai-Konda-Cholapuram. He built 

there a magnificent palace and a temple adorned with exquisite granite 

sculptures. From the architectural point of view, it is similar to the 

famous Rajarajeswaram of Tanjore, but smaller in size. Now the 

temple is in ruins and the edifices and works of art have altogether 

perished owing to the pitiless operations of both man and nature. In 

the vicinity of the new city, Rajendran also excavated an immense 

artificial tank called "Cholaganga" which was filled with water by 

channels from the Koleroon and Vellar rivers. Today the bed of the 

tank is a thick forest.  

 

Rajendran was a devout Saivite and his guru was one Sarvasiva 

Panditar. Rajendran himself was a scholar in Tamil and Sanskrit and 

one of his many titles was "Pandita Cholan". Though he was a staunch 

Saivite, he was tolerant of other religions and like his father, helped 

the Buddhist vihara at Negapatam. Of the several wives of Rajendran, 

the most important were Vanavan Mahadeviyar, Mukkokilan, 

Panchavan Madeviyar and Viramadevi, who apparently performed sati 

at the king's death in the year 1044 A.D. Of his sons, three followed 

him on the Chola throne in succession, Rajadhirajan, Rajendran II and 

Vira Rajendran. One of his daughters was the well-known 

Ammangadevi, the queen of the Eastern Chalukya, Rajaraja I and 

mother of Kulottunga, the first Chola-Chalukya monarch. Rajendran 

who became a digvijayi by his valour and courage has attained an 

immortal place among the praatasmaraneeyaas and every Hindu 

chanting the praatasmaran in the mornings utters this stanza: \ 

 

Agastya kambu koundinyau raajendraschola bhuushanah‘ 

 Sarve digjayinah khyaataah shailendro bapparaavlah. 

 

--"Maharshi Agastya, King Kambu (the founder of Cambodia), 

Kaundinya (who travelled to Cambodia in the fifth century A.D. and 

founded a Hindu Kingdom there), the famous and valiant King 

Rajendra I of the Chola dynasty. Sailendra, the founder of the 

Kingdom of Srivijaya in Sumatra in the fourth century, Bappaaraavala 

of Rajasthan (the dconqueror of Arab Countries)—all these great 

conquerors are of wide renown." 
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SISTER NIVEDITA ACADEMY PUBLICATIONS 

 

Vande Mataram (English) -Enlarged Third Edition  

by Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan      India:  Rs.50 ; Outside India: US$3.00 

Glimpses Of A Great Yogi (English)  

–Yogi Ramsuratkumar Centenary Volume 

 by Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan           India: Rs.500; Outside India:  US$25.00 

Sparkles from Glimpses of A Great Yogi 

by Sadhu Prof.. V. Rangarajan    India: Rs.200; Outside India: US$10.00 

Glimpses of A Great Yogi (Telugu) by Sadhu Prof.. V. Rangarajan      Rs.15 

Rationale Of Hindu Festivals (English) by Skandanarayanan                Rs.10 

Tiruvannamalaiyil Oar Kuzhandai (Tamil)  

by T.P.M. Gnanaprakasam                      Rs.12 

Did Swami Vivekananda Give Up Hinduism? (English)  

by  A 'Hindu'  (Prof. G.C. Asnani)                      Rs.45 

The Origin Of The Word Hindu (English)  

by Premnath Magazine              Rs.30 

Poems Of A Broken Heart (English) by Lee Lozowick       Part I         Rs.20 

---Do -  Part II                     Rs.50     

Arunai Yogi Gurunaama Mahimai (Tamil) by "Adiyaarkadiyan"         Rs.25 

Gurunaathan Paadangalil Kadambamaalai  (Tamil)  

by "Adiyaarkadiyan"                                             Rs.10                              

Science of Self-culture (English) by Tapasi Baba Avadoot  

 (Dr.R.K. Misra, MSc. Ph.D.)         India:  Rs.40; Outside India: US$2.50 

Ramnam (English)  

by Tapasi Baba Avadhoot               India:  Rs.10; Outside India: US$1.00 

Vijnana Bharati– Complete Works of  Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan,    

Volume I--Hinduism from Vedas to Modern Times, Part 1    

                                                 India:  Rs.50; Outside India:  US$2.00 

Views & Visions 2002  

by Tapasi Baba Avadhoot, G.C. Asnani and Sadhu Rangarajan              Rs.20 

Saga of Patriotism—Revolutionaries in India's Freedom Struggle 

by Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan & R. Vivekanandan             

(Second Enlarged Edition)      India:  Rs.125 ; Outside India:US$7.00 

Swami Vivekananda—Prophet of Patriotism  

Ed.  Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan      India: Rs.25; Outside India:  US$ 1.00 

 -Do- Deluxe Edition          India: Rs.60; Outside India:  US$ 3.00 

Hindu Rashtra—Vedic Ideals in Modern Awakening 

by Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan      India: Rs.60; Outside India:   US$ 3.00 

Philosophy of Mahakavi Bharati 

by Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan             India: Rs. 300; Outside India:  US$ 15 

Divine Mother Mayamma of Kanyakumari (English) 

by Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan  

 (Second Enlarged Edition)                      India: Rs.30; Outside India:  US$ 2 
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NEWS AND NOTES 

 

Ram Mandir Fund Raising Campaign 

 

Swayansevaks of Rashtriya Swaymsevak Sangh gathered in a meeting 

at Sri Bharatamata Mandir, Srinivasanagar, Krishnarajapuram, 

Bangalore, to organize a fund raising campaign for Ayodhya Ram 

Mandir, on Sunday, January 3, 2021. Sri Abhilash, Karyavaah of RSS, 

presided. Sadhu Rangarajan addressed the gathering and narrated the 

sacrifices made by Karsevaks who tried to do Shilanyas for the Mandir 

in 1990 when the State Government, under the Chief Ministership of 

Mulayam Singh Yadhav, unleashed a violent police action on unarmed 

Karsevaks of Vishwa Hindu Parishad. He said, the sacrifices made by 

the Karsevaks did not go waste and the dream of rebuilding the Ram 

Mandir in Ayodhya is now being fulfilled. He called upon all Hindu 

brethren to contribute their might for the reconstruction of Ram 

Mandir.  

 

A meeting of Archakas of various temples in Bangalore was held 

under the auspices of Vishwa Hindu Parishad at Jaigopal Garodia 

Rashtroththana Vidyalaya in Ramamoorthy Nagar, Bangalore, on 

Sunday, January 10, 2021. Addressing the gathering, Sadhu 

Rangarajan urged the priests of various Hindu temples to motivate the 

devotees thronging the temples to participate in the Ram Mandir 

construction with their liberal contributions. Swami Chandresananda 

of Ramakrishna Vivekananda Sadhana Kendra and Sri H,R.Nagaraj of 

Haridas Sangha also addressed the gathering. Smt. Kusum, convener 

of VHP, welcomed the participants in the gathering.  

 

Sadhu Rangarajan delivered a video talk on Ram Mandir Construction 

on Friday, January 15, 2021, which was listened by a number of 

devotees and karyakarthas of RSS and VHP. He explained in detail the 

struggle of Hindus through centuries to reconstruct the Ram Mandir. 

 

Vivekananda Yuva Sammelan 

 

On the occasion of the Jayanti of Swami Vivekananda on Tuesday, 

January 12, 2021, a grand function was organized by Vivekananda 

Yuva Brigade in the Government College premises in 

Krishnarajapuram. Addressing the gathering of students and youth, 
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Sadhu Rangarajan spoke on the glorious life of the patriot monk and 

his contribution to awaken the sleeping lion of Bharat to rise up and 

fight for the liberation from foreign yoke. He also spoke about the role 

of Sister Nivedita in awakening the spirit of Indian nationalism. 

Swami Chandreshananda and Sri H.R. Nagaraj also addressed the 

gathering. Copies of "Swami Vivekananda—A Patriot Monk" by 

Sadhu Prof. V. Ranggarajan, published by Sistter Nivedita Academy, 

were distributed free to all the participants in the function.   

 

Republic Day Celebration     

 

Indian Republic Day was celebrated in Sri Bharatmata Mandir, 

Srinivasanagar, with hoisting of national flag on the top of the Mandir 

on Thursday, January 26, 2021. Later, a gathering of residents of the 

Srinivasanagar layout took place in which he national flag was hoisted 

by Sadhu Rangarajan on the layout flagpost and he did pooja to Sri 

Bharatamata. Addressing the gathering on the occasion, Sadhu 

recalled the words of Mahayogi Sri Aurobindo on the day when India 

attained Independence, that the partition of India was unnatural and it 

must be undone at any cost. Sadhu said, according to the prediction of 

Sri Aurobindo, this century will see the emergence of Akhand Bharat 

as Hindu Rashtra. 

 

Sivaraatri in Sri Bharatamata Mandir 

 

Special Sivaratri Pooja was held in Sri Bharatamata Mandir on 

Thursday, March 11 2021. Bhajan was conducted by close devotees 

from the layout as no public gathering was held in view of 

Government restriction on account of Corona pandemic.  

 

Rudrapooja in Ramamoorthy Nagar 

 

Viswa Hindu Parishad organized its annual Rudra Pooja Functrion in 

connection with Shivaratri, in Jaigopal Garodia Rashtroththana 

Vidyalaya, Ramamoorthinagar, Bangalore, on Sunday, March 14, 

2021, in which a number of families performed pooja to Rudra Shiva 

under the direction of Shivaachaaryas. Pooja kits were distributed to 

the families for the performance of pooja in congregation. Addressing 

the gathering, Sadhu Rangarajan pointed out that the worship of Lord 

Shiva had crossed the shores of Bharat and spread in distant lands. He 

said, a tribal community known as Hotentots were worshipping Surya 
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Linga and Soma Linga on the top of Table Mountain in Cape Province 

in South Africa and the sun appeared behind Surya Linga when the 

Uttarayana begins, and behind the Soma Linga when Dakshinayana 

punyakala begins. The Prambanan Temple in Indonesia is very ancient 

and famous all over the world, Sadhu said. Sri Chandresananda and 

Sri H.R. Nagaraj also addressed the gathering. 

 

Tamil New Year's Day Special Abhisheka to Sri Bharatamata 
 

Special abhisheka and Alankara were performed by Sri 

Srinivasamoorthy to Sri Bharatamata in Sri Bharati Mandir, 

Srinivasanagar, on Tamil New Year's Day, Monday, April 12, 2021.  

Devotees from K.R. Puram attended the function. 

 

Webinar Talks on Hanuman and Akshaya Triteeya Celebrations 

 

Sadhu Rangarajan delivered two talks through Google webinar, 

addressing the members of Midlands Hindu Society, Pietermaritzberg, 

South Africa.  

 

On Sunday, May 2, 2021, he spoke on "Hanuman an inspiration to 

youth", presenting the life of Sri Hanuman as depiocted in Valmiki's 

Ramayana. He narrated how Lord Ramachandra, at the first sight of 

Hanuman, recognized a greatr scholar, genius and statesman in him. 

Hanuman proved himself to be a dedicated servant of the Lord in 

search of Mother Sita, an ambassoder of Rama to the court of Ravana 

and a valiant fighter in the battlefield. After Rama got back Sita and 

returned to Ayodhya, the Lord was honouring, with rich gifts, all those 
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who helped Him, but Hanuman asked only one boon from the Lord, 

that He must always be by his side. Lord granted that. Wherever 

Chiranjeevi Hanuman is, the Lord will also be present there. Hanuman 

with his qualities of valour, wisdom and dedication, is an ideal for the 

youth for accomplioshing nobler goals in life.  

 

On Sunday, May 9, 2021, Sadhu spoke on the celebration of Akshaya 

Triteeya on Vaishaka Shukla Triteeya, the day for Desha Matrika 

Pooja, the worship of Sri Bharatabhavani as the Supreme Mother. It is 

also the day on which the Krita Yuga started. It is also the auspicious 

Jayanti of Parasurama, one of the incarnations of Lord Vishnu.  

 

On Friday, May 14, 2021, Akshaya Triteeeya was celebrated in Sri 

Bharatamata Mandir with special abhisheka, alankara and pooja. The 

usual annual congregation and the preparation of Pongala by mothers 

and sisters in front of the Mandir was avoided this year due to 

restrictions by the government on account of Corona. Close devotees 

of the Mandir attended the pooja performed by Sadhu Rangarajan. 

 

V.H.P. Google Meeting on Bengal Violence 

 

Sadhu Rangarajan participarted in a Google Meeting organized by 

Vishwa Hindu Parishad on Saturday, May 29, 2021, to discuss the 

incidents of violent attacks on Hindus in Bengal immediately after the 

recent elections in the state in which the Trinamool Congress won a 

majority of seats. The attack was mainly on the Bharatiya Janata Party 

members and sympathisers who voted for the BJP. The TMC goons, 

mostly Muslim refugees from Bangladesh who got the patronage of 

TMC leaders because of their vote bank, attacked a number of Hindu 

houses, molested women and children, raped a number of Hindu girls 

and made poor Hindus in thousands to flee out of the State. Though 

the Government of India and the Human Rights Commission have 

taken action to inquire into the large scale violence and punish the 

culprits, it is a challenge to the entire Hindu society from the Islamic 

insurgents. 

 

 Sadhu Rangarajan appealed to all sadhus and saints of the Hindu 

society to stand by the Hindus of Bengal to exert pressure on the 

Central Government to take strong action against the terrorists and 

anti-social elements who indulged in this large scale violence and 
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extend all help and cooperation in rehabilitating the uprooted Hindu 

families.  

 

Webinar Talk on Patriotism And Religious Faith 

 

Sadhu Rangarajan delivered a talk on "Patriotism and Religious Faith" 

under the auspices of S.N.S. Tamizh Aruvi website group on Sunday, 

July 11, 2021. Adressing an elite group, Sadhuji pointed out that the 

ancient seers and sages from the Vedic times had proclaimed adoration 

and worship of the Motherland as the highest form of spiritual 

sadhana. They never made any distinction between parriotism and 

religious faith.  

 

 

The Bhoomi Sookta of Atharvana Veda proclaims, "Maataa bhoomih, 

putroham prithivyaah"—"Mother Earth is our mother and we are all 

children of the mother". A Vedic national anthem in the Yajur Veda 

glorifies the motherland  Bharatavarsha. In Baarhaspathya Samhita, 

the children of this Motherland are called Hindus:  

 

Aasindhu sindhuparyetaa yasya Bhaarata bhoomikaa,  

Pitrubhoo, punyabhoo sa vai Hinduriti smritah 

—"All those who adore and worship this Bharatavarsha extending 

from the River Sindhu in the north to the Sindhu, that is 

Hindumahasagar or Indian Ocean, in the south, as the land of their 

forefathers and their holy land, alone are Hindus".  
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Irrespective of religious creed, caste, community and other 

distinctions, all those who worship the Motherland are Hindus. The 

great Tamil poet-patriot sang: 

 

 Chedamillaata Hindusthaanam  

Atai deivamenru kumbidadi paappaa 

--"Oh little child, adore and worship the Undivided Hindustan—

Akhanda Bharat—as your Goddess." 

 

As long as the children of Bharat cherished the ideal of adoration and 

worship of the Motherland, the holy land of Bharatavarsha remained 

invincible by alien aggressors. It also remained as the preceptor of 

humanity all over the world teaching them the meaning and purpose of 

human existence. The day the kings of this land forgot this ideal and 

fought against each other, even joining hands with the aggressors, this 

land lost its glory and independence and languished under the rule of 

aliens like the Moghuls and Europeans.  

 

Poet-patriot Sri Bankim Chandra Chatterjee, whom Sri Aurobindo 

hailed as Modern Rishi, gave the children of Bharat the holy mantra, 

Vande Mataram, which transformed the children of Bharat into 

pattriots and revolutionaries and sannyasis adoring the motherland and 

ultimately brought the Independence of the nation. Mahayogi Sri  

Aurobindo, writing in Bandemataram journal in the first decade of 

tweentieth century, called upon the people of India to set up Bhavani 

Mandir everywhere to adore and worship Bharatamata as Sri Bharata 

Bhavani according to Tantrik rites as suggested by great authorities of 

Tantra Shastra like Sir John Woodroffe, Sri Vasistha Ganapathi Muni, 

Satyadev Maharaj and Badarish Maharshi. Patriot-sannyasi of 

Tamilnadu, Sri Subramanaia Siva wanted to build the mandir in 

Tamilandu and he even brought Sri Chittaranjan Das, the great patriot 

of Bengal, to lay the foundation stone in Papparappatti in Tamilandu. 

However, his dream yet remains to be fulfilled in Papparapatti.  

 

Sadhu Rangarajan said, the dream of Sri Aurobindo and Sri 

Subramania Siva to build the Bhavani Mandir is today fulfilled in 

Bangalore, by the setting up of the Bharatamata Gurukula Ashram and 

Bharatamata Mandir where worship of Bharatamata takes place 

according to Tantrik rites and festivals like Akshaya Trieeeeya and 

Navaratri are celebrated on a grand scale. Sadhuji appealed to the 

children of the Motherland to install the portrait or idol of Bharatamata 
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in their shrines at home and in temples, irrespective of their creed and 

sampradayas.  

 

Dr. S. Sukumaran, Coordinator of the Web group, welcomed the sadhu 

and introduced him. There was a question and answer session also.  

 

Raamayana Paaraayana Inauguration 

 

Samanvaya, organization of Malayalis in Bangalore, organized the 

month-long Raamaayana Paaraayanam in the Malayalam month of 

Karkadakam from July 17 to August 16, 2021,  through webinar, in 

Krishnarajapuram Baagh of Bangalore. Sadhu Rangarajan delivered 

the inaugural benedictory talk on Saturday, July 17.  

 

Addressing the elite 

members of Samanvaya, 

Sadhu spoke of the 

significance of Ramayana 

Mahakavya. The Vedic 

Rishis who gave the 

Vedas founded the most 

ancient Vedic culture and 

civilization. The later 

Rishis expounded the 

basic tenets of the Vedic 

life through Puranas and 

Itihasas to guide the 

children of the holy land 

of Bharatavarsha in living 

a perfect spiritual and 

national life. The 

Ramayana of Valmiki is 

called Itihasa or a historical narrative which throws light on the life 

and times of Sri Ramachandra, the ruler of Bharatavarsha, who came 

in the lineage of the Ishwaku emporers. Valmiki lived in the times of 

Sri Rama and was witness to all that happened in the life and times of 

the king. Sitadevi, the spouse of Rama, lived in the Ashram of the 

saint in her last period of life. Ramayana was, in later days, translated 

by saintly personalities like Kamban, Tulsidas and Tunjaththu 

Ezhuththachchan. Kamban's endeavor was to present the high moral 

life and ideals of Maryadapurushoththama Rama to common masses to 
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guide them in their day to day life. Tulsidas endeavoured to present 

the Avatara purusha Sri Rama as the incarnation of the Supreme God, 

an object of adoration of worship for spiritual realization. 

Ezhuththachchan's Adhyaatma Raamaayana endeavours to kindle the 

spiritual urge in the people for the realization of the ultimate goal of 

human life, viz., the self-realization. 

 

Sadhu pointed out that the Ramayana 

inspired not only the people of the 

whole nation, but also humanity all 

over the world. The scripture has been 

translated into various languages of 

the world. Ramayana ballad is popular 

in Russia and other nations of Europe. 

International Ramayana Festival is 

organized every year in Indonesia, an 

Islamic nation, and Ramnam bhajan is popular among Muslim women 

in Arab countries also. Western research scholars have done intensive 

research on the history and times of Rama and have written on the 

expedition of Rama from Ayodhya to Lanka, marking the important 

places that he passed through during his exile and the path that he had 

taken. Sadhu said, a great endeavor is made today for rebuilding the 

massive Ram Mandir in the birthplace of Lord Rama in Ayodhya and 

people not only from all over the country, but also from distant lands 

are engaged in promoting the endeavour. For the successful 

completion of the great work, a World Ramnam Movement is held to 

encourage the devout to do daily chanting of Ramnam and pray for the 

grace of the Lord. Sadhu appealed to the devotees to do the japa of 

Ramanama Taraka, Aum Sri Rama Jaya Rama Jaya Jaya Rama, and to 

send monthly accounts of their daily Ramnam Japa Sadhana—oral and 

likhita (Written)-- to Sri Bharatamata Mandir, Bangalore, to be sent to 

Ayodhya at the time of the consecration of the Ram Mandir.    

 

TATTVA DARSANA issues and articles and works of Sadhu Prof. V. 

Rangarajan could be freely accessed from our website, 

sribharatamtamandir.org --EDITOR 
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