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Editorial 

MAHAKAVI BHARATIYAR'S  

MAHASAMADHI CENTENARY YEAR 
 

Mahakavi C. Subramania Bharati, the immortal poet-patriot-

philosopher-mystic in the modern era of  Bharatavarsha's glorious 

history, was indeed a unique personality who blazed forth in the 

national horizon of India as a poet equal to the great epic poets like 

Valmiki, Kamban and Kalidasan, with his Paanchaali Sabatham; as a 

patriot like Bankim, Tilak Sri Aurobindo and Sister Nivedita, who 

inspired through speeches  and writings hundreds of freedom fighters 

and revolutionaries to plunge into the freedom struggle of India;  as a 

philosopher who presented a philosophy centred around a clear vision 

of the Motherland, the Undivided Hindu Rashtra, as the Maha Shakti, 

adoration and worship of which as the Supreme Deity—

"Chedamillaatha Hindusthanam atai Deivam endru kumbidadi 

paapaa"—which is the pathway to highest realization; and as a mystic 

who echoed the voice of the Vedic rishis through Gnana Ratham, Veda 

Rishikalin Kavithai and translations of the Bhagavad Gita, and Patanjali 

Yoga Sutra, and proclaimed himself as a 'Siddha' who will never die as 

a mortal being. With a deep foresight of a Gnani, Bharatiyar once 

consoled his wife not to worry about their not having a male progeny 

and assured that the whole nation will pay homage to him on the 

occasion of his death anniversary after his departure from this world. It 

became true. The death anniversary day of Mahakavi is celebrated in 

Tamilnadu and outside as Bharatiyar Memorial Day every year. Of 

course, lovers and admirers of Bharati do celebrate his birthday too and 

his birth centenary was celebrated in India and abroad in 1981-82 on a 

grand scale. Now, the year 2020-2021 is observed as Bharati 

Memorial Year.  

 

Celebrating the centenaries and birth and death anniversaries of great 

Mahatmas becomes a mockery if those who do it forget the great 

messages of the Mahatmas and fail to live up to them. Swami 

Vivekananda wanted Hindus to keep aside all "vain Gods and 

Goddesses" and adore and worship the Motherland as the Supreme 

Mother – the Mother of all Gods, Goddesses and great saints and sages. 

His illustrious disciple, Sister Nivedita, spread the message of adoration 

and worship of the Motherland among the children of Bharat.  

Mahayogi Sri Aurobindo, wanted "Bhavani Mandirs" to be set up 
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everywhere for the worship of Mother Bharat. When the Motherland 

was vivisected, he proclaimed at the top of his voice that the partition 

was "unnatural and must be done at any cost." Unfortunately, for the 

last seven decades after Independence, the vast majority of the Hindus 

have remained as impotent transgenders under the spell of selfish and 

treacherous politicians who wanted the country to remain ever divided 

so that they can follow the tactics of the British masters who have left 

the country and exploit the masses by keeping them divided for their 

selfish ends. 

 

However, the darkness cannot continue for long and the dawn does 

arise. Today, the awakening has started coming that this sacred land 

cannot be chained for ever by the alien ideals and forces and unpatriotic 

selfish groups of politicians who want to exploit this country like the 

erstwhile British masters. Today the Hindu has awakened. Hindu is not 

just one who follows some religious systems or faith, but one for whom 

"jananee janmabhoomischa swargaadapi gareeyasi" -- in the words of 

Bharati, "petra thaayum pirantha ponnaadum natrava vaaninum nani 

siranthanave!" —"Mother and Motherland are greater than Heaven". 

All those who adore and worship the Motherland Bharatavarsha as 

punya bhoomi, karmabhoomi, and mokshaboomi are Hindus, whether 

they worship Vedic and Puranic Gods, Saints and Mahapurushas like 

Buddha, Mahavira, Guru Nanak or even gods imported from outside. 

Bharatiyar did not hesitate to sing the praise of Allah or Jesus and he 

even conducted classes on Koran for Muslims in Kadayam, but he was 

very clear that all those who adored and worshipped the Motherland are 

of Hindu Jati. Those who do not consider the Motherland as superior to 

all other Gods and Goddesses are aliens, mlechchas, even if they 

worship the Vedic and Puranic Gods. It is high time that the patriotic 

children of Mother Bharat spread this message to every nook and corner 

of the country and strive to make this nation once again the glorious 

Akhand Hindu Rashtra, the Loka Guru who will teach the entire 

humanity the meaning and purpose of life. That alone can be the real 

homage to great patriots like Mahakavi Bharati. Let every hearth and 

home in this sacred land be adorned with pictures and idols of Bharata 

Bhavani and let every religious and spiritual institution teach their 

followers the worship of the Motherland as the highest religious and 

spiritual activity for the salvation they aspire for. Vande Mataram! 
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BHARATI--POET AS PATRIOT 
 

Poet Laureate or Exile in Pondicherry 

 

"Sir, late Subramania Bharati was a man on whose tongue the Goddess 

Saraswati can honestly be believed to have danced the dance of 

patriotism. If he had been born in any free country, why in any country 

of the world except India, that man would have been made the Poet 

Laureate of the country, would have been given the honours and titles 

by a Government which knows how to respond to the feelings of the 

people and would have lived and died among the most honoured of the 

nation. But, Sir, being the slave country that we are, he had to live as an 

exile in Pondicherry, enjoying the hospitality of the French 

Government, and die a broken wreck, because he found no use for 

himself under the auspices of this Government. But, Sir, Martyrs and 

patriots before him have gone to the same fate. Subramania Bharati 

lived and died a patriot", said late Sri Satyamurthy, who was moving an 

adjournment motion in the Madras Legislative Council, in 1928, 

regarding the seizure of copies of Bharati's songs by the Police. Such 

was the power of Bharati's songs that even after his life-time, British 

imperialism had to continue its war against his works. 

 

Education in Benaras 
 

Bharati was born in a poor Brahmin family in Ettayapuram in 

Tirunelveli district of Tamilnadu on 11
th
 December, 1882. His father, 

Chinnaswami Iyer, was court-poet of the Zamindar of the hamlet. Even 

as a small boy, Bharati started showing his genius as a poet and when 

he was eleven, the brilliance of his Tamil compositions earned him the 

title 'Bharati'. Bharati had lost his mother before he was five and his 

father died when he was sixteen. Though he was married by then, 

Bharati had to leave his wife and go to Benaras where he stayed with 

his aunt. There he passed his entrance examination and also learnt 

Sanskrit and Hindi languages in which he acquired proficiency. 

 

Teacher and Editor 

      

At the age of twenty, Bharati returned to Ettyapuram. For a short while 

he was court-poet in Ettyapuram and later took to teaching profession, 

but soon gave up that job also and came to Madras in 1904. He became 
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the Assistant Editor of Swadeshamitran, one of the earliest Tamil 

dailies, which was then owned by G. Subramania Iyer, one of the 

founders of the Indian National Congress. 

 

With Lokamanya Tilak and Sister Nivedita 

 

The Partition of Bengal in 1905 turned many a youth in the country into 

extreme revolutionaries. Bharati also entered the political arena with his 

inspiring poem, "Long Live Bengal", published in the Swadeshamitran. 

He led a team of young men to attend the Benaras Session of the Indian 

National Congress in 1906. Inspired by Lokamanya Tilak's views, 

Bharati turned into a staunch extremist. On his way back, he also called 

on Sister Nivedita at Dum dum and recognized in her his spiritual 

mother. 

 

Role in National Activities 
 

Bharati's extremist views forced him to give up his connection with 

Swadeshamitran and he joined as Editor-in-charge of a revolutionary 

weekly, India, launched by a youth organization formed by Bharati, 

Mandayam Srinivasachari, and other extremists who considered Tilak 

as their leader. India was very bold in its attack on the British 

Government. Through its columns, Bharati strongly supported the idea 

of Swaraj and boycott of foreign goods. His articles were eagerly 

awaited and widely read. Bharati took the initiative and organized the 

visit of Bepin Chandra Pal to Madras in 1906 and for first time on the 

Marina Beach of Madras, a bonfire of foreign cloth was made by the 

audience whose passions were roused by the fiery speech of Bepin Pal 

and the inspiring songs of Bharati. 

 

At the Surat Congress 

 

In 1907, at the time of Surat Congress, Bharati again led a batch of 

patriots from Tamilnadu, among whom was the great patriot, V.O. 

Chidambaram Pillai. Bharati came into closer contact with Aurobindo 

Ghosh, Tilak and Lala Lajpat Rai. 

 

Efforts for Swadeshi Movement 

 

V.O. Chidambaram Pillai started the Swadeshi Steam Navigation 

Company in 1906, with a view to break the monopoly of the British 
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Steam Navigation Company. Bharati helped Pillai in the collection of 

funds for the company and with the help of Lokamanya Tilak, two ships 

were purchased by the company for traffic between Tuticorin and 

Colombo. With a view to throttle the efforts of Chidambaram Pillai, the 

British government leveled against him and Subramania Siva, a 

powerful orator and a young Sannyasin who joined the extremists, 

charges of sedition and sentenced Pillai to forty years of deportation and 

Siva to ten years. These sentences were reduced to six years‘ rigorous 

imprisonment on appeal to the High Court. A.F. Pinhey, the District 

Judge who examined, in connection with the sedition case, several 

witnesses among whom Bharati presented himself as a witness for 

Chidambaram Pillai, could not but make a remark of recognition of the 

power and influence of Pillai and Bharati—"Pillai's speeches and 

Bharati's songs can arouse to life even a corpse. A slave nation will 

attain freedom in five hours. Revolution will rise up", said he in his 

judgement. 

 

Flight to and Exile in Pondicherry 

 

In the wake of Chidambaram Pillai's arrest and imprisonment, there 

were violent disturbances in Tirunelveli district. The then Deputy 

Collector, Ashe, opened fire on extremists killing four and seriously 

wounding three. Chidambaram Pillai was subjected to inhuman cruelty 

in the jail by making him work in the place of the bull for the oil mill. 

Bharati's rage could keep no bounds and he burst into poems and 

writings which carried the fire of revolution to every nook and corner of 

the State. The attack on the British Government by India became so 

fierce that the authorities laid their hands on it and arrested the publisher 

of the journal. On the advice of close friends and admirers, Bharati, who 

was also expected to be arrested, escaped to live in exile at Pondicherry. 

 

Birth of Vijaya, Daily and Suryodaya, Weekly 

 

Bharati soon started gathering around him a batch of young and 

dedicated disciples who included Neelakanta Brahmachari, Sankara 

Krishna Iyer, M.P. Tirumalachariar and other members of the secret 

revolutionary organization, Abhinav Bharat. Though India was 

transferred to Pondicherry, Bharati could not run it for long as the 

British Government proscribed the weekly in British India. After some 

time, Bharati started Vijaya, a daily and Suryodaya, a weekly also. 
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With Aurobindo and Revolutionaries 

 

Aurobindo, who was acquitted in the Alipore Bomb Case, took refuge 

in Pondicherry in 1910. Early in December 1910, V.V.S. Iyer, who was 

the right hand man of Veer Savarkar in the India House, haven of 

revolutionaries in London, and subsequently had gone away to Paris 

and associated with Madame Cama, reached Pondicherry, with the 

revolutionary leader, Shyamji Krishna Varma. Bharati, V.V.S. Iyer, 

Aurobindo and other revolutionaries used to meet every day for Vedic 

studies. The British police were very much disturbed by the 

combination of all revolutionary and extremist forces in Pondicherry. 

Once they hired a batch of hundred goondas and sent them to attack the 

house of V.V.S. Iyer. Bharati, who came to know about this, rushed up 

in time to the help of V.V.S. Iyer and with a batch of about fifteen 

disciples, the lean and slim poet faced the goondas and made them flee. 

 

Martyrdom of Vanchi Iyer 

 

The revolutionaries in Pondicherry soon hatched a plot to create a 

violent upsurge in the South. V.V.S. Iyer trained up a young member of 

the revolutionary group, Vanchi Iyer, in the art of revolver shooting. On 

June 18, 1911, the English Collector, Ashe, who was responsible for the 

inhuman atrocities perpetrated on the extremists in Tirunelveli district, 

immediately after the arrest and imprisonment of V.O. Chidambaram 

Pillai, was shot dead by Vanchi Iyer at Maniyachi Railway Junction 

near Tirunelveli. Though Vanchi Iyer made a vain attempt to conceal 

his own identity by shooting himself on his head and shattering it to 

pieces, the British hounds identified him and with the help of some 

papers found in his pocket, rounded up Neelakanta Brahmachari and 

Sankara Krishna Iyer. The British Government turned its attention to 

the exiles in Pondicherry, The murder case brought to light a 

revolutionary society operating from Pondicherry. Copies of Bharati's 

journals. India and Vijaya were seized as seditious material. During the 

trial, Bharati was widely quoted as having inspired such secret societies. 

The Judge of the High Court, Justice Sir Sankaran Nair, while 

delivering the judgement, quoted as illustration of the inflammatory 

matter, Bharati's famous song, "When will subside this thirst for 

freedom?" Neelakanta Brahmachari and Sankara Krishna Iyer were 

sentenced to seven years' and four years' rigorous imprisonment 

respectively. 
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Return to British India 

 

The period of ten years of self-imposed exile proved too long for 

Bharati and he crossed the border to return to British India on 

November 20, 1918. Though the vigilant British administration in India 

forth-with put him under arrest, it could do no great harm or damage to 

him, for within nearly a month after the arrest, the case against him had 

to be withdrawn for want of proof of the crime he was alleged to have 

committed. 

 

Bharati remained for two years at his wife's place, Kadayam. He visited 

Madras in March, 1919 and met Mahatma Gandhi at Rajaji's house. 

Again in December 1920, he came to Madras and once again took over 

the Assistant Editorship of Swadeshamitran. Continuing his patriotic 

life, he had a large circle of admirers around him. 

 

Death through the Temple Elephant 

 

True to the nature of a Universal Poet, Bharati learned to love every one 

and see God everywhere. He had the noble heart to see the sparks of 

divinity in all beings. It was in July 1921, that one day he approached as 

usual an elephant belonging to the Parthasarathy Temple at Triplicane, 

Madras, addressing it as dear friend, in spite of the warning that it was 

wild at that time. The elephant seized him with its trunk and cast him on 

the ground and rendered him unconscious. It appeared he was 

recovering from the shock. But broken down as he was by other 

ailments as well, his condition grew worse and his untimely end came 

on September 11, 1921. 

 

Sarojini Naidu's Tribute 

 

Bharati was indeed an ardent patriot. By his words he exalted India to 

the highest position, as also her literature. He spread the message of 

India's greatness through his inspiring verses. In the words of Sarojini 

Naidu: "Poet Bharati has fulfilled the true mission of a poet. He has 

created beauty not only through the medium of glowing and lovely 

words, but has kindled the souls of men and women by the million to a 

more passionate love of freedom, and a richer dedication to the service 

of the country. Poets like Bharati cannot be counted as treasure of any 

province. He is entitled by his genius and his work, to rank among those 
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who have transcended all limitation of race, language and continent and 

have become the universal possession of mankind.‖ 

 

[From SAGA OF PATRIOTISM by Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan & R. 

Vivekanandan] 
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SPIRITUAL PATRIOTISM OF 

MAHAKAVI C. SUBRAMANIA BHARATI 
 

REGILIOUS PHILOSOPHY OF MAHAKAVI BHARATI 

 

―Poets like Bharati cannot be counted as the treasure of any province. 

He is entitled by his work, to rank among those who have transcended 

all limitations of race, language and continent and have become the 

universal possession of mankind‖, said Sarojini Naidu, the ‗Nightingale 

of India‘, paying a glowing tribute to Mahakavi C. Subramania Bharati. 

Sri Satyamurthy, while moving an adjournment motion in the Madras 

Legislative Council on the Seizure of Bharati‘s poems by the then 

British Government, in 1928, said: ―Late Subramaniya Bharati was a 

man on whose tongue the Goddess Saraswathi can honestly be believed 

to have danced the dance of patriotism. If he had been born in any free 

country, why in any country of the world except India, that man would 

have been made the Poet Laureate of the country.‖ 

 

But Bharati was more than a poet and patriot. In him Mother Bharat 

found the culmination of the development of her philosophical wisdom 

right from the ages of Vedic seers to that of the renaissance 

philosophers like Sri Ramakrishna, Vivekananda and Sri Aurobindo. In 

him the mystic experience of countless sages and saints bedecking the 

glorious spiritual history of mankind found finest expression. In him the 

nation found a great social reformer, who, though rooted in the ancient 

heritage of the country, brought forth a new social philosophy fitted to 

the needs and changes in the modern times. And he was not merely a 

patriot–politician, but a political philosopher too, who found a spiritual 

basis for political ideals, true to the traditions of his Motherland. In him 

religion, politics, philosophy and social life coursed into a spiritual 

stream leading to the ultimate realisation of Divinity not only in man, 

but in the country of his birth and in everything in the universe. 

 

Bharati was not a utopian philosopher who propounded abstract and 

incomprehensible ideals but a practical Vedantin who gave a concrete 

form and shape to a way of life, of course, deriving inspiration from our 

ancient wisdom, yet fulfilling the needs of the present day man. He not 

only preached his philosophy, but, like all true philosophers, practised it 

to the very core in his own life. 
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From time immemorial, our seers and sages have propounded that the 

Ultimate Reality ―From which everything originates, by which 

everything is sustained and into which everything dissolves‖ is One, 

which is called ‗God‘ and in different names by the visionaries of Truth. 

Bharati accepted this and he found religion as a force, which enables 

one to realise this unity or identity with the Supreme Being. But his 

religion was not confined to seeking this identity through more worship 

of symbols or reading scriptures. He found the concrete manifestation 

of God in the nature and world, and still more clearly in the Motherland 

and its people. ―God the Father is Ideal. God the Mother is the 

actual….‖ He then adds, ―Our ancestors were great apostles of his 

Mother worship. Para Shakti, supreme energy, is the name whereby 

they know her… Mother worship will save humanity; for the supreme 

energy renders immortal all that reflects her beauty and her fire‖. 

 

The development of this thought draws support and sustenance form the 

Vedas, Vedanta, the Sakta philosophy and Saiva Siddhanta, besides the 

Bhakti cult propounded by the Alwars and Nayanmars. 

During his self-imposed exile in Pondicherry, Bharati made a deep 

study of the Vedas under the profound and benign guidance of Sri 

Aurobindo and in the company of Sri V.V.S. Iyer. He not only imbibed 

the spirit of the Vedas, but also expressed them in his own poetic and 

prose writings, some of which are comparable to Vedic hymns. Like a 

Vedic seer, he wrote on Agni and Varuna and on other Vedic Gods and 

Goddesses. Like them he found the manifestation of Shakti in the Wind, 

the Fire and Rain. Following the footsteps of our great religious 

teachers he wrote commentaries on Bhagavad Gita, Patanjali Yoga 

Sutra etc. 

 

True to the spirit of Vedantin he saw God in every phenomenon in the 

universe. ―Kaakkai Chirakinile Nandalala! Ninran Kariyaniram 

tonrutaiye nandalala!–‖ In the wings of the crow, O Nandalala, I see 

Thy dark Complexion‖ sang he. He could see God even in an enemy 

and hence preached ―Pakaivanukkarulwai Nannenje‖ – ―O good 

heart, be thou benign to thy enemy too‖ and he also practised that. 

Bharati himself claimed to be a Siddha and he had an initiation into this 

field from Kullachami, a Siddha, whom he eulogized in his poems. 

 

Bharati was a Shakta too; His political contacts with Bengal 

revolutionaries, the immense influence of Sri Ramakrishna, 

Vivekananda, and especially, of Sister Nivedita whom he accepted as 
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his ‗Guru‘, on Bharati and his close association with Sri Aurobindo, the 

visionary of Bhavani Mandir, led to his flowering into a worshipper of 

Motherland as the manifestation of Maha Shakti. Above all, he was 

immensely impressed by Bankim Chandra‘s conception of Motherland 

as the Supreme Being and Vande Mataram as the potent mantra for 

realising Her. It is noteworthy that Bharati dedicated the collection of 

his poems at the Altar of the Mother. 

 

Bharati considered it as a misrepresentation of the Advaita philosophy 

of Sankara, to say that the whole manifested world, the country in 

which we live in and the people ―including wife and, children‖ around 

us are mere illusions of Maya. He considered Maya as that which 

obstructed the vision of truth, of the unity behind all these 

manifestations, and not as the creator of illusion. In this, he came nearer 

to the Realistic Advaita of Sri Aurobindo. 

 

In his poems Kannan Pattu, Kannamma Pattu and songs on Muruga, 

we find the finest expressions of Bhakti as found in Visishtadvaita 

tradition and in the writings of Alwars and Nayanmars, while we find 

the supreme wisdom of Advaitic realisation in his Kuyil Pattu and 

Jnana Ratham, a prose work. 

 

Bharati achieves a unique synthesis of religion and patriotism in his 

Panchali Sabatham wherein he presents Draupadi both as the 

motherland in the shackles of alien rule and as the soul, which could 

realise its salvation only through the grace of God to whom it has to 

surrender unconditionally. But Bharati was not a pessimistic fatalist. He 

believed that where there is a will there is a way, but the way to the will 

was laid through surrender to God.  

 

Bharati found that liberation was attainable here, in his world, and in 

this very birth. In his song ―Kill Delusion‖ he yearns for the attainment 

of the status of a Jivan Mukta. Indeed in his last days, he had even 

reached that state and his poems of that period stand witness to this fact.  

 

Bharati was not only influenced by Indian thought and culture, but he 

was immensely influenced by Islam and Christianity too. It is said that 

he had taken classes on Quoran for some of his Muslim friends at 

Kadayam and he even attempted the translation of the Bible. In his 

poems too we find adoration of Allah and Jesus as nothing but different 

forms of the Supreme Being. 
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To put it in brief, Bharati had given a clear religious philosophy 

enunciating his views on Religion, God, world and soul, on liberation 

and on unity of religions. 
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SPIRITUAL BASIS OF PATRIOTISM 

` ved\;y smar_y vedaNtacayR mXyma>, 

yaegI ramsurt!kumar pyRNtm!  vNde guru prMpram!  .                                          

Aum veda rishaya samaarabhya, vedaantaachaaryaa madyamaah, 

Yogi Ramsuratkumara paryantam, vande guruparamparaam! 

 

--Salutations and adorations to all the great preceptors of the holy land 

of Bharatavarsha, right from the Vedic Rishis, through Vedanta 

Acharyas, to my Deekshaaguru, Yogi Ramsuratkumar Maharaj of 

Tiruvannamalai! 

 

Writing on the Indian National Ideals, the renowned scholar, Irene 

Ray, says: ―Spiritual power. Not social, not political power is the 

strength of India. The emotional integration of the country will be 

achieved when all the hearts beat to the same tune of spiritual oneness.‖ 

 

Since times immemorial, spiritualism has been the bedrock on which 

the edifice of our glorious nationhood has been built up. The Vedic 

Rishi prays in a sookta in the Atharvana Veda: ―Oh Mother, those who 

hate us, those who march with armies to overpower us, those who think 

evil of us in their minds, and those who desire our death and 

destruction, may you crush them to pieces; it is this my Motherland on 

whose lap my forefathers, the great Rishis, performed sacrifices, 

penances and sang songs in the seven seasons.‖ 

 

 The Mahaabhaarata proclaims: ―Bharat is the greatest land on earth, 

and it alone is the Land of Action, while the rest are Lands of Pleasure. 

It is only after great acquisition of merit that a person gets the privilege 

of being born a human being in this country.‖ 

 

It is our glorious tradition to invoke the Bharata Bhavani—Mother 

India—in all the 52 Shakti Peethas of our land and offer our worship to 

the Desha Maatrikaa—the Mother in the form of Motherland. As soon 

as a person wakes up in the morning, he prays: 

smud+ vsne devI  pvRt Stnm{fle, 

iv:{au pTnI nmStu_y< पादस्पर्श ं]mSv me . 
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―Samudra vasane devi parvata sthana mandale 

Vishnupatnee namastubhyam, paadasparsham kshamaswa me!‖ 

 

―Oh Mother, Bhoodevi, consort of Vishnu, whose robe is the sea and 

the breasts are the mountains, forgive my sacrilege in having to place 

my foot on thy body.‖ 

 

Not only in the ancient period, but also in the medieval period, Indian 

nationalism and patriotic sentiments were nourished and nurtured by 

spiritual giants. The great patriot and nationalist, Mahadev Govind 

Ranade, throwing light on the role played by spiritual stalwarts in 

enabling Chhatrapati Shivaji to found the Hindu Padpadshahi says: ―It 

will be sufficient here to state that by the influence of Ramdas and 

Tukaram, the national sentiment was kept at a higher level of 

spirituality and devotion to public affairs than it would otherwise have 

attained.‖ 

 

Our former President, Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, referring to the role of 

Guru Nanak, the founder of Sikhism, says, ―Nanak strove to bring 

Hindus and Muslims together. His life and teachings are a symbol of 

harmony between the two communities. 

 

In the modern period, the nationalistic and patriotic sentiments of the 

people received a tremendous inspiration and force from the preaching 

of great spiritual savants like Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, Raja Ram 

Mohan Roy, Swami Dayananda, Swami Vivekananda, Mahayogi Sri 

Aurobindo, Sister Nivedita and Smt. Annie Besant. According the 

renowned historian, V.P. Varma, ―the Hindu nationalism which 

received impetus from the life and teachings of Dayanand has been the 

dominant element in Indian Nationalism.‖ It is a well-known fact that 

Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa sent young Narendra to Bankim 

Chandra Chatterjee, the great author of Ananda Math, whose vision of 

the Immortal Mother Bharat opened the eyes of the youth and turned 

Narendra into a patriot monk, Swami Vivekananda, who exclaimed: 

―What a land! Whosoever stands on this sacred land, whether alien or a 

child of the soil, feels himself surrounded—unless his soul is degraded 

to the level of animals—by the living thoughts of the earth‘s best and 

purest sons, who have been working to raise the animal to the Divine 

through centuries, whose beginning history fails to trace. The very air is 

full of the pulsations of spirituality.‖ 
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Echoing her master‘s sentiments, Sister Nivedita gave a clarion call: 

―Let love for country and countrymen, for people and soil, be the mould 

into which our lives flow hot.‖ 

 

Referring to the role of Bankim Chandra Chatterjee, another fiery 

patriot-saint, Mahayogi Sri Aurobindo, says: ―Among the Rishis of the 

later age we have at last realized that we must include the name of the 

man who gave us the reviving Mantra which is creating a New India, 

the Mantra of Bande Mataram!‖ 

 

Swami Rama Tirtha propounded patriotism as practical Vedanta. He 

roared: ―The land of India is my own body. The Comorin is my feet, the 

Himalayas my head. From my hair flows the Ganges, from my head 

come the Brahmaputra and the Indus. The Vindhyachalas are girt round 

my loins. The Coromondal is my left and the Malabar my right leg. I am 

the whole of India and its east and west are my arms.‖ 

 

Sri Aurobindo declared emphatically: ―Nationalism is not a mere 

political programme. Nationalism is a religion that has come from 

God.‖ 

 

The illustrious disciple of Mahayogi Sri Aurobindo, Maharshi Ramana 

and Swami Ramdas—my Master, Yogi Ramsuratkumar—rightly points 

out: ―The Land of Bharatavarsha is a land of sacrifice and self-

realization.  The great kings and emperors of this land, like Lord 

Ramachandra and Raghu Maharaja, performed Vishwajit Yagas and 

offered their all in sacrifice. At the same time, the greatest patriots of 

this land have been the great saints and sages who have attained to the 

heights of spiritual realization.‖ Referring to the Yogi‘s high spirit of 

patriotism, Dr. Sujata Vijayaraghavan, author of ―The Spiritual 

Renaissance in India—1830-1980‖, says: ―Yogi Ramsuratkumar‘s love 

of men often expresses itself as love for India. He would visualize India 

as a vast nectarine hive in which each member would play the part 

without motive of personal gain.‖ 

 

Smt. Indira Gandhi, our former Prime Minister, speaking from the 

ramparts of the Red Fort in Delhi on the Independence Day in 1975, 

said: ―India has also its tradition of honouring sacrifice and service. Its 

special characteristic has been to develop spiritual strength. While we 

may learn many things from other countries, and not lose our minds to 
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new ideas, we cannot ignore the roots we have in our culture. Our 

culture stands for a synthesis of spiritual and scientific values to evolve 

a new man. This is the demand of times and the need of the society.‖ 

 

Mother Bharat has a proud heritage of nationalism which is not based 

on religious creeds, dogmas and superstitions, but on the highest 

spiritual sentiments which seek to find harmony and oneness in all 

beings. Let us stand firm on these strong spiritual foundations and build 

a New India which will be a beacon to the entire humanity to progress 

towards a realm of peace and universal brotherhood. Vande Mataram! 

 

(Talk broadcast by All India Radio, Madras-A, on Monday, 30
th
 

October 1989)   

 

 

 

 
 

 

Bharati‘s Gnana Guru Sister Nivedita 
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BHARATI‘S VISION OF BHARATA-SHAKTI  

 
 “                          

                        ” 

 

 ―Petra tayum piranta ponnadum  

natrava vanilum nani sirantanave‖ 

 

--"Mother and Motherland are greater than Heaven." These two lines 

were the motto of Mahakavi Bharati and one can find these inscribed on 

the opening page of all the early publications of the Poet‘s works. 

 

The Vision 

 

Bharati‘s vision of the Mother and the Motherland has been very 

beautifully portrayed in one of his excellent English essays, entitled 

Matri-Puja: 

 

―God the Father is the Ideal. God the Mother is the actual. That I am 

with Pure Being is a spiritual realisation. That I am one with the 

manifested world is an actual, every-day experience. Indeed, ultimately, 

the Ideal is the same as the actual; but we, children of earth, find the 

motherhood of God, a dearer relation, a sweeter rapport. Nor need we 

erect shrines for her worship, nor invent symbols. She is there, standing 

before us; ever-shining, ever-beautiful. She stands revealed as Nature… 

The land of one‘s birth and the human mother that nourished one in her 

womb are natural and concentrated symbols of this all-making Goddess. 

Womanhood itself is a sublimer representation‖. 

 

―Mata bhumi, Putroham prithivya‖ – The land is the mother of us all, 

we are children of Mother Earth, – sang the Vedic seers. From time 

immemorial, the great saints and sages of our land have all been, time 

and again, reminding us of this Vedic proclamation. Chatrapati Sivaji, 

who fought against the Moghuls in order to re-establish Hindu Rashtra, 

had the vision of Mother Bhavani in the form of the Motherland. During 

the British period, in order to rouse the nation‘s consciousness and 

inspire our people to fight against foreign subjugation, the great modern 

seer, Bankim Chandra presented before the people the vision of Mother 

Bharat in the form of Maha Shakti and gave us the mantra, Vande 
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Mataram, and the whole nation was ablaze in the fire of freedom 

struggle.  

 

Poetic Outpourings 

 

Mahakavi Bharati was instrumental in spreading the fire in Tamil Nadu. 

Under the title ‗Jatiya Gitangal‘, two translations of ‗Vande Mataram‘ 

song were given by Bharati himself. 

 
                            

                               

                           ! 
 

‗Pattu padai kolum Parvati deviyum 

Kamalattitazhkalir Kalittidum Kamalayum 

Arivinaiyarulum vaniyum annai ni‖ 

 

These lines echo the words of Bankim who see the Motherland as 

Parvati, Lakshmi and Saraswati, yet they are outpourings of Bharati‘s 

own heart, which is full to the brim with devotion to Motherland. 

Bharati says that patriotism must be a spiritual ideal. ―In the service of 

the motherland, we are all of one creed, one community, one caste, one 

colour, one principle and one ideal‖, he proclaims. Following in the 

footsteps of Swami Vivekananda, Mahakavi Bharati also adores the 

thirty crores of people (today over eighty crores) as living Gods and 

Goddesses. 

 

Sister Nivedita 

 

It was his meeting with Sister Nivedita, the spiritual daughter of Swami 

Vivekananda, that transformed Bharati into a spiritual-nationalist. He 

dedicated the first compilation of his patriotic songs under the title, 

―Swadesha Geetangal‖ and also its second edition under the title 

―Janma Bhoomi‖ to Sister Nivedita whom he adopted as his spiritual 

preceptor. In the preface to the second edition, Bharati says, a new 

religion called ‗Desabhakti‘ has arisen in the land and ―by the grace of 

the Mother, I have become a lover of the new light. Because of that 

love, last year, I composed some song flowers and offered them at the 

feet of the Mother‖. 

 

To Bharati, Motherland is not a mere stretch of land,  
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―Neelakkadalotta kolattinal munru nettirattal 

Kalakkadalukkor palamittal annai karpadine‖ 

 

‗She looks like the blue sea (for blue is the colour of the Divine Mother) 

and has three eyes (for she is Divine Consort of Shiva – the three-eyed) 

She is the one who has constructed a bridge over the time‘. 

To worship this Divine Mother, Bharati also points out the Mantra: 

 
                 -       

                         
 

―Vande Mataramenpom – engal 

manilathayai vanangutum enpom‖ 

 

‗Chant ‗Vande Mataram‘ and worship Her‘ he says. 

 

‗The Mother is Eternal. None knows when she was born, but she is ever 

a Virgin‘. 

 

―Yarum vakuttarkariya pirayattaalaayinume yengaltaai – inta  

paril enaallum oar kannikai ennap payinriduvaal engal taai‖ 

 
                                          -      

                                              

 

Mother Goddess is worshipped as a Virgin and a temple dedicated to 

her is in the southern tip of our Motherland where the three seas meet 

and wash her feet. Bharati identifies Motherland with Her.  

 

Bharati identifies the Motherland also with the fierce form of Kali 

Charmundi. 
 

                    -       
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                  -     

                      

 

―Peyaval kaanengal annai – perum pittudaiyaal engal annai 

Kaayazhal entiya pittan  tanaik-kaadalippaal engal annai‖ 

 

‗She is fierce and mad; she is the lover of that mad one (Pittan – Siva) 

who holds fire in his hand‘. He further says that even if crores of 

warriors come against her, she will destroy them in a moment: 

 
                  -      

                        
 

―Maaratar kodi vantaalum – kanam 

maaittu kurutiyil tilaippaal‖ 

 

Such a fierce Mother has sixty crores of hands – twice the number of 

people at his time. All the hands of Her children, living at present as 

well as those who lived in the past, are all indeed Her hands. All their 

might is Her might. ‗The bow that destroyed the rakshasas of Lanka is 

her bow, the mouth that sung the Geeta in the battle field is her mouth; 

the one who even wrote the great drama ‗Saankuntala‘ is she‘. 

 

Offerings of Flowers 

 

Following the footsteps of the devotional poets – Alwars and 

Nayanmars of Tamil Nadu, who sang ‗Tiruppalliyezhuchi‘, 

‗Tiruthasangam‘ ‗Navaratna Malai‘ etc, Bharati also offered such 

flowers at the feet of his worshipful deity Bharata Mata. The song 

awakening the Divine Mother from her deep slumber – Bharata Mata 

Tiruppalliyezuchi – is sung by her children in eighteen languages, the 

languages of her children in various parts of the country. In his 

‗Bharata Devi Tirruttasangam‘, Bharati asks a green parrot to sing the 

praise of His Mother who gave him the bhiksha of Yoga of Bharata 

Mata who has lit the lamp of knowledge in the world: 

 ―Paccai manikkiliye! Paviyenakke yogap – piccaiyarulia taai 

 peruraiyai iccakattil puranamaa jnaanappukazh villakkai 

 natthuvitta Bharata maa deviyenappaadu‖ 

 

Parasakthi 
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Prof. P. Mahadevan points out that it is the unique distinction of Bharati 

to overlay on the conventional outlines of Mahabharata story both a 

political and mystical appeal. For not only is Draupadi in Bharati‘s 

‗Paanchaali Sabatam‘, the Bharata Mata in travail, but she is also 

Parasakti, the spirit of retributive nemesis purging every one of us of 

our degenerate traits through the relentless operation of Karma. 

 

Our Bharat 

 

The Sacred Motherland that is stretched over from Himalayas in the 

North to Kanyakumari in the south and lying between the two seas on 

the east and west is a land, a hoary tradition of wisdom and courage and 

Bharati deifies the land and demands worship of the Mother by 

everyone. 

 
                   !--         

                 !  

                      --      

                      !  

                --      

                  ; 

                   --      

                      .   

 

Vadakkil imayamalai paappaa terkil 

vaazhum kumari munai paappaa 

kidakkum periya kadal kandaai 

kizhakkilum merkilum paappaa 

vedamudayatinta naadu – nalla 

virar pirantatinta naadu 

Setamillaata hindustaanam – itait 

teivamenru kumbidadi paappaa. 

 

This is the land of the Vedas. This is the land of great heroes. Worship 

this Akhand Bharat – undivided Hindustan – as God. 

 

On the day India attained freedom, on August 15, 1947, Sri Aurobindo 

broadcast form All India Radio, Pondicherry, a message to the people of 

India in which he categorically proclaimed that partition of India is 

‗unnatural‘ and it must be ‗undone‘. But Bharati, who was not alive to 
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see the ghastly sight of his beloved Motherland being partitioned, might 

have envisaged, because of his deep foresight, that such calamity may 

overtake this land in a distant future and sang in his song to the child, 

the future citizen of India, that „Setamillaata Hindustaanam‟ must be 

worshipped as God. 

Bharati sings the prosperity of his Mother: 

 
        ,             --        

                          

                          
                  

 

―aarrinile, sunai urrinile tenral 

kaarrinile malai perrinile 

errinile payan intidum kaali 

inattinile uyar naadu‖ 

 

Rich with hurrying streams, springs and cool breeze, great mountains, 

beasts and useful cattle, this is prosperous land. 

 

Not only in material wealth, but she is rich in spiritual wealth too. 

 
                                         

―Sintaiyil aayiram ennam valarntu sirantatum innaade‖. 

 

This is the land that produced great thoughts in thousands. 

Bharati also specifies the great products of the great thinkers and sings 

the praise of the thinkers too: 

 
                        

                        ? 

                             

                         . 

                       

                             

                      

                      

                        

                         

............................................... 
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                      . 

 
Paṉṉarum upanida nūleṅkaḷ nūlē  
pārmisaiyētoṟunūl itupōlē?  
Poṉṉoḷir Bhāratanāṭeṅkaḷ nāṭē  
pōtṟuvam itai emakkillai īṭē.  
Mārata vīrar malinta naṉnādu  
māmuṉivōr palar vāzhnta poṉṉādu  
nārata gāṉa nalantikazh nādu  
nallaṉa yāvaiyum nāduṟu nādu  
pūraṇa jñāṉam polinta naṉṉādu  
puttarpirāṉaruḷ poṅgiya nādu  
...............................................  
Uṉṉata āriya nādeṅkaḷ nādē  
otuvam itai emakkillai īdē. 

 

―Our Upanishads are twelve – 

unknown to any other clime – 

Deep into our minds they delve, 

And Soar aloft sublime. 

Praise we Bharat, golden fair, 

Our own dear land beyond compare! 

Land of the heroic free 

Where sages have lived at peace, 

Seethed by the poesy 

Of Naarad‘s melodies: 

Where Buddha came to birth, 

The embodiment of grace – 

And showed to men on earth 

Divine Compassion‘s face: 

……………………… 

Land of noble Aryans fair 

Report we; Bharat‘s beyond compare‖ 

 

Bharat is great in yagas, yoga, and bhoga; in incarnations, bhakti and 

grace.  

 

Bharati was not a reactionary simply singing the past glory. He had the 

vision of the emerging new India. But the new emergence was also a 

revival of her past. 
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―Ring all temple bells. For India is born again. 

―Her new name is the one that she had long ago – the Bharat land. Great 

is her thirst for new things. But, after all, the new things are really older 

than the old. The world is cycle…‖ 

The reborn Mother – the infant Devi, daughter of old Himalayas, opens 

her Veda and reads. Bharati wants us to make feasts and festivals for 

―The Mother is gaining secular knowledge. She is learning arts, 

sciences, trades…Proclaim Universal joy. For the Mother has realised 

her destiny…‖ 

 

Bharati finds recognition to his Mother as the Sikhs and Rajaputs on the 

battlefield of Europe are supplementing the endeavours of Prof. Bose 

(Jagadish Chandra) and the other intellectual leaders of Great India. 

―The intellectual classes of the West have already felt the world‘s need 

for India. And we hope that our soldiers will convert the western 

‗masses‘ also to the cult of Great India.‖ 

 

Bharati says that India, henceforth, will have only one prayer on her 

lips, while serving humanity with all her might. And that prayer will be 

addressed to Heaven: 

―Make my arms mighty for service, and my thought mighty for love. 

For by such means will immortality be best ensured in the coming era 

of human evolution‖. 

 

Bharati was very much distressed to see such an emerging nation 

suffering under slavery and political subjugation. To his poetic 

imagination, Bharata Mata appeared as Draupadi in the court of 

Kauravas where she was humiliated and dishonoured in the presence of 

her own husbands who were all indeed noble by birth and great men of 

might and wisdom. So was the Mother suffering under the British 

imperialism, helpless and forlorn, her own children standing as trees. 

Bharati however imagined himself as the great Partha who took a vow 

to wipe off the tears of Paanchaali and restore her honour. He aroused 

the people by reminding them time and again that Bharat is an ancient 

land, we are Her children and we should never forget this. He did wipe 

off the Mother‘s tears, though not in his life time, through the fire of 

fiery patriotism and nationalism that he spread all over the country 

along with other patriots of the land.  

 

 [YUVA BHARATI—August 1982] 
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TREAD ON THE PATH OF 

MAHAKAVI BHARATIYAR 

“                          

                        ” 

 

―Petra taayum piranta ponnaadum 
Natravavaanilum nani sirantanave!‖

   1 

 

―Mother and Motherland are greater than Heaven!‖ 
 

--This is the Taraka Mantra that Mahakavi Bharati has left behind to the 

children of Mother Bharat. Declaring himself a Siddha who has 

appeared in the Bharatavarsha which has given birth to innumerable 

saints and sages and showing the way of immortality to the people who 

were wallowing in the abyss of ignorance and slavery, Bharati appeared 

and vanished quickly like a shooting star. What was the creed that this 

great Siddha preached? 
 

―In the last Subakritu year, there appeared in the nation, Bharat, the new 

―Desha Bhakti‖ creed which is the foundation of all auspicious things. 

The thought of all good people became sacred at once. Though deficient 

in the qualities of the good people, by the grace of the Divine Mother, I 

too got attracted to the new flame. Because of that love, last year I 

composed some poems and placed them at the feet of the Mother.‖ 
 

Did he offer only the poems composed by him? That immortal poet 

turned his own life into a divine song, a pair of anklets adoring the feet 

of the Mother. When Bharat is placing Her steps on the path of progress 

today, the tinkling sound that announces Her arrival to the world is 

indeed the immortal words of the unique poet.  
 

Converting patriotism into a creed, the Goddess whom Bharati invoked 

and installed in the sanctum sanctorum of the temple of that creed was 

Parasakti in the form of Bharata Shakti.  

 
                   !--         

                 !  
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                      --      

                      !  

                --      

                  ; 

                   --      

                      .   

 

 ―Vadakkil imayamalai paappaa!—terkil 
Vaazhum kumarimunai paappaa!   

Kidakkum, periya kadal kandaay—itan 

Kizhakkilum merkilum paappaa! 

Vedamudaiyatinta naadu—nalla 

Veerar pirantatinta  naadu;  

Chetamillaata Hindusthaanum—itait 

Deivamenru kumbidadi paappaa!‖ 
2
 

 

―Himalayas in the north and the cape of Kanyakumari in the south! See 

the vast ocean in the East and West of this land! This land possesses the 

Vedas and great warriors have taken birth in this land. Worship this 

‗Undivided Hindustan‘ as the Supreme Goddess, Oh child!‖ 
 

The poet seer who had the vision of Mother Bharat as the Parashakti 

proclaimed that, not only the spiritual life, but even the political, 

economic and social life of this country must be founded on Sanatana 

Dharma, the ancient culture of this nation. Giving a punch on the face 

of those ignoramuses who learn a couple of letters in English and boast 

that they are wiser than those who lived here earlier, Bharati wrote in 

words emitting fire in English itself: 
 

―They are fools, who think that the sages had no knowledge of political 

economy. The Rishis were wise not merely in their teachings about the 

other world, as certain people imagine, they were equally wise in their 

teachings about this world. When the majority of men realize this fact 

fully, we shall have taken the next step in our upward evolution‖ 
3 

 
It is the view of Bharati that unless the majority of the Hindus fail to 

realize this truth, it is impossible for our country to advance. Bharati‘s 

blood boils when people of alien religions condemn our culture. He asks 

with high emotion: 
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"                                 

                         ?" 
 

―Veda nool pazhikkum velittisai milecchar 
Paadamum poruppalo bhaarata devi?‖ 

4
 

 

―Will Bharata Devi tolerate the stepping in of aliens from outside who 

criticize the Vedic scriptures?‖ 
 

If Bharati had witnessed the scene of Hindu culture and heritage being 

denigrated in this country even after thirty two years of independence, 

he would have roared to rouse the young lions of this country to make 

the mean slaves flee from this sacred land, by giving his clarion call: 
 
                       

                                . 

        !             ! 

                       ! 

                        ! 

                       ! 

                       ! 

                         ! 

                                ! 

                          ! 
 

―Aanurukkonda penkalum alikalum 
Veenil ingiruntenai veruttidal virumben. 

Aariyar irumin! Aankal ingu irumin! 

Veeriyam mikunta menmayor irumin! 

Maaname peritena matippavar irumin! 

Eename poraata iyalpinar irumin! 

Taaynaattanpuru tanayar ingu irumin! 

Maaynaat perumaiyin maaypavarirumin! 

Pulayar tam tozhumpaip porukkilar irumin! 

Kalaiyaru mileccharaik kadipavar irumin!‖ 
5
 

 

―I do not want women and eunuchs in male form to sit here in vain and 

worry me. Let Aryas stay here! Let men stay here! Let the noble with 

valour stay here! Let those who consider self-respect great stay here! 

Let those who cannot tolerate meanness remain here! Let those children 

who love the Motherland remain here! Let those who will give up life 
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on the decline of glory remain here! Let those who cannot tolerate the 

meanness of slaves remain here! Let those who show wrath to artless 

aliens remain here!‖  
 

Bharati who firmly believed, ―Bharat nation could be revitalized if only 

some youth renounce their pleasures, why, their very lives‖, would have 

sung the war song of Bharatamata in battle attire and made thousands of 

Hindu youth array themselves in the battle-front for new revolution. He 

would have inspired them with his song: 
 
"                    --       

                     

                  --      

                    ……….. 

                  --     

                       " 
   

―Peyaval kaanengal annai—perum 
Pittudaiyaalengal annai 

Kaayazhal enthiya pittan—tanaik 

Kaatalippaalengal annai……… 

―Maaratar kodi vantaalum—kanam 

Maayttu kurutiyil tilaippaal‖ 
6
 

 

―Know that our Mother is a fiend and highly delirious, one who loves 

the mad man who holds fierce fire in his hand…. Even if warriors in 

crores come, she will destroy them in trice and shine in their blood!‖ 
 

Though the poet is not in his physical form to achieve this, his clarion 

call which cannot be wiped out by time is a source of inspiration for 

self-respecting youth of this country. The Hindu today has woken up to 

tread on his path and realize his dream into reality. Brave Bharatiyas, 

who have made patriotism their creed and installed Motherland in the 

temples of their hearts, are today marching all over the length and 

breadth of the country. 

 

Let us take a pledge to fulfill the dream of the poet by proclaiming in 

his words: 

 
                              

        --   --         
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―Sonta naattile pirarkadimai seite 
Tunjidom-- ini-- anjidom!‖

 7 

 

 ―We will no more sleep or be afraid and serve aliens, like slaves in our 

own country!‖  
 

 This is the greatest homage that we pay to him when we celebrate his 

centenary! In this centenary year of the poet, Vijayabharatam, weekly, 

realizing that the best homage that could be paid to the poet is to present 

Bharati in his true spirit before the people of Bharat, presents this 

Bharati Special Issue at the feet of Mother Bharat. Vande Mataram! 
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(Editorial in Vijayabharatam Bharati Special Issue, 1982) 
 

“Respect for a man’s memory may not mean the acceptance of 
his opinions and doctrines in toto, but it certainly means respect 
for his Dharma, his life-work” 

—Mahakavi C.Subramania Bharati 
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MAHAKAVI BHARATI‘S VISION OF  

NATIONAL INTEGRATION 

 

Mother Bharat and her daughter, Tamilnadu, are getting ready to 

celebrate the birth centenary of the great patriot-poet-philosopher, 

Mahakavi C. Subramania Bharati on December 11, 1982. Though 

enshrined in the heart of every Tamilian, to whichever caste, 

community or creed he may belong, Mahakavi Bharati‘s fame has not 

spread as widely all over the country as in the case of his 

contemporaries and predecessors like Sri Aurobindo, Tilak and Bankim 

Chandra. For, during his prime of life, full of political, poetical and 

philosophic adventures, he was an exile in Pondicherry, a French 

territory, and his name was not much heard in other parts of the country. 

The British Government prevented the spread of Bharati‘s influence on 

the people of British India by snapping his political contacts with 

patriots, revolutionaries and freedom fighters in other parts of the 

country. They could not, however, check the torrential flow of his 

patriotic literature influencing the people of Tamilnadu. His writings 

appeared in various revolutionary journals like ‗India‘, ‗Vijaya‘ and 

‗Suryodaya‘. 

 

Bharati was a prodigious writer in English language, and his writings 

like ‗Agni and Other Essays‘ are comparable to those of Sri Aurobindo 

in literary standards and depth of ideas. But he concentrated more on 

writing in Tamil for the common man. He was not much concerned 

with the English educated ‗natives‘, but was out to arouse the poor and 

downtrodden masses, the devout children of Mother Bharat. He spoke 

and wrote for them in their language.  

 

Bharati‘s life was too short to enable him to establish his glory among 

the children of Mother Bharat in other parts of the country. Excepting 

his short stay in Benaras for his education and one or two later visits to 

attend the Congress sessions in Benaras and Surat, Bharati had not 

travelled widely like his contemporary patriots and leaders.  

 

But it is remarkable that every moment of Bharati‘s life was his humble 

offering to Mother Bharat. In thought, word and deed, he lived by and 

for her, worshipping every particle of the sacred land. Mother Bharat 

was to him the manifestation of Maha Shakti, and not a mere stretch of 

land. 



TATTVA DARSANA 32 

 
                            

            

                        

             

 

―Neelakkadalotta kolattinaal moonru  

nettirattal 

Kaalak kadalukkor paalamittaal 

annai kaarpadine‖  

 

‗She looks like the blue sea (for blue is the colour of the Divine Mother) 

and has three eyes (for She is the Divine Consort of Shiva—the three-

eyed). She is the one who has constructed a bridge over the ocean of 

time.‘ 

 

Bharat, though proud of his own mother-tongue and people belonging 

to that linguistic group, never forget, even for a moment, that all are 

children of Mother Bharat. Even while singing the praise of his 

language, he hails his Eternal Mother.  

 
             , 
            . 
                      
 
 

―Vaazhiya senthamizh,  

vaazhka narramizhar,  

vaazhiya Bhaarata manittirunaadu‖ 

 

‗Long live sweet Tamil, long live good Tamilians, long live Bharat, the 

gem of sacred land.‘ 

 

Like Swami Dayananda, Swami Vivekananda, Mahatma Gandhi and 

other great integrators of the nation in the present age, Bharati also felt 

the need to establish the unity of the nation on the strong foundation of 

our age-old culture and heritage. Bharati saw religion, particularly the 

Vedas, the Puranas and our scriptures as a powerful force to integrate 

our whole nation. In his message to the Tamils, ―Tamizharukku‖, 

Bharati says: 
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―One will not become a lover of Tamil by simply shouting that all the 

languages of the world have sprung from Tamil…. One who is proud of 

Tamil will hold aloft Hindu dharma. That is the way to test a lover of 

Tamil, because one who is not attached to Tevaaram, Tiruvaachakam, 

Tiruvaaimozhi, Tirukkural and Kamba Raamaayana cannot naturally 

have love for Tamil. One who has studied these scriptures knows that 

the world will survive because of Hindu dharma. He will know that 

Hindu dharma is the ideal for all dharmas. If Hindu dharma is protected, 

Andhras, Kannadas, Marathas, Gujaratis, Bengalis, Tamilians, 

Malayalis, all will have good future. The divine command says: ‗Vedic 

way is the only way. There is no other way‘.‖ 

 

It must be remembered that it is the Vedas, the Puranas and our 

Shastras, besides the temples and pilgrim centres, which are common to 

all Hindus that have been the forces of integration of people in the 

country even when different parts of the country were under different 

independent kings, some of them even with alien rulers. Bharati realized 

that the current of Hindu Nationalism has ever been alive and to 

integrate the people of the land once again, this current must be 

revitalized. 

 

Bharati has, time and again, reiterated that, by ‗Hindu Jati‘ he means 

‗Bharata Jati‘ or ‗Bharatiya Nation‘. ‗All those who are born in Bharat 

and who are devoted to this land are all to be included in ‗Bharata Jati‘. 

This is one Jati (nation), ‗inseparable, immortal‘. All the children of 

Bharat have one soul, one life, one body, one blood, one light, all are 

one. All the thirty crores (in his time) were of one Jati (nation), he said. 

There may be communities, but there should not be dissensions. There 

may be different professions, but there should not be the feeling of high 

and low among them. There may be differences in the matter of 

religious faith, but there should not be religious antagonism. This 

feeling of oneness alone, he stressed, will give us freedom and 

immortality. There was no other way. 

 
"                --       

                             

                     --     

                           ?" 
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―Onrupattaalundu vaazhvu- nammil 

Orrumai neengil anaivarkkum taazhvu, 

Nanritu terntidal vendum – inta 

Jnaanam vandal pin namakketu vendum.‖ 

 
―If we are united, we have life, disunited, we will fall. We must realize 

this well and once this realization comes, what else do we require?‖ 

 

‗Whatever be our possession, it is common to all. No one is poor or a 

slave. All are equal in India. Even if we quarrel among ourselves, we 

are still of the same Mother. If we live, all the thirty crores will live; if 

we fall, all the thirty crores will fall.‘ Bharati preached the cult of 

worship of Motherland, for it was the only way to unite the whole 

nation, to integrate the people who may have their own different 

religious faiths.  

 
"                         

                  --      

                               

               ." 

 

―Muppatu kodi mukamudaiyaal uyir 

Moimpura onrudaiyaal- ival 

Seppo mozhi patinettudaiyaal, enil 

Sintanai onrudaiyaal‖ 

 

‗The Mother has thirty crores of faces, but her life is one; She speaks 

eighteen languages, but Her thought is one.‘ 

 

Bharati suggested a practical method to integrate the whole country. 

‗Let all of us share the burden of protecting the borders of our country 

by wandering on the Himalayas and navigating in the three seas. Let us 

erect temples all over the land and proudly proclaim that Bharat is our 

land. We will construct a bridge to Ceylon to link the island with the 

mainland. We will construct a bridge across Setu. We will construct 

channels to bring the excess waters of Ganges to adjacent lands.‘ In his 

poetic imagination, Bharati sees the youth of Tamilnadu ‗plying a boat 

in River Sindhu on a moonlit night, joyfully singing songs in beautiful 

Telugu, that too in the company of girls from Kerala.‘ 

 



TATTVA DARSANA 35 

Bharati proudly proclaims that ‗the great Himalayas are our mountains, 

the Ganges is our river, the Upanishads are our scriptures, and the 

Golden Bharat is our land. The society of India is a unity of thirty crores 

of people.‘ 

 

In his song, ―Mother‘s Flag‖, Bharati makes the great warriors of the 

various linguistic regions of the land stand arrayed to salute the flag. 

‗The Maravas and Cheras of Tamil land, the brave Telugus, the Tulus 

who are servants of the Mother, the Kannadas, the Marathas of lionine 

courage, the brave children of Punjab, the famous Rajputs, soldiers 

from Assam and Bengal – all are arrayed in front of the Mother‘s Flag. 

All of them jointly hail the glory of the Mother‘s Flag.‘  

 

Mahakavi Bharati‘s eyes ever glowed with the Divine Vision of the 

Holy Motherland. He dedicated his poems ‗Swadesha Geetangal‘ to the 

Mother. ―These flowers are dedicated to Bharata Mata, the symbol of 

unity and eternal youth.‖ He not only preached but practiced in his day 

to day life, the worship of the Motherland, which is first and foremost 

practical step to achieve national integration. An interesting incident 

which occurred at Kadayam, where Bharati stayed for two years after 

his return from Pondicherry, brings to the fore, his deep love towards 

the Motherland. Once Bharati was about to board a train in Kadayam 

railway station. Having been in an inspired mood, he failed to place his 

legs on the foot-board of the compartment and fell down on the 

platform. Some anxious people rushed towards him to lift him up. But 

in an excited condition, Bharati shouted out, ―Don‘t lift me! Don‘t come 

near me!‖ When the people were wondering as to what he meant, 

Bharati continued, ―Oh! What a great blessing it is to lie down on this 

sacred soil of Bharat! What a great blessing it is to roll on the dust of 

Bharatamata! To how many great men, poets, artists and God men has 

this sacred mother given birth! Let me roll on her sacred soil a little 

more.‖ So saying, he rolled on the platform and then got up with a face 

beaming with joy. 

 

If the nation imbibes Bharati‘s spirit of patriotism, National Integration 

will no more be a problem. 

  

(Article written on the eve of Mahakavi Bharati Centenary in 1982) 
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PREFACE TO ‗SELECTED POEMS OF 

 MAHAKAVI BHARATI‘ 

 
―Kraanta  drishthaa kavayah‖—―Poets are 

visionaries of revolution‖. Revolution need 

not necessarily be a violent upheaval. 

Anything that creates a radical change or 

transformation in the existing set up is a 

revolution. Revolutions take place in the 

individual as well as the social planes. 

 

From times immemorial, Hindu society has 

been an on-going society which has 

witnessed vast changes in the social, 

political and religious fields. In the course of 

centuries, the holy land of Bharatavarsha 

has acquired a long heritage of spiritual 

civilization. While almost all other contemporary civilizations have 

been wiped out from the face of the globe, Hindu civilization still exists 

in its pristine glory, because in every age and clime, great Mahatmas 

have incarnated in this land and brought in revolutionary changes in the 

social, religious and political set up of the country, of course, not 

tampering with the eternal values which have come down through the 

ages from the ancient Rishis or the great mantra drishthas of this land.  

In other words, they have reinterpreted time and again the basic values 

of the life propounded by the great seers and rejuvenated the society to 

survive the onslaughts of time. 

 

Mahakavi Sri C. Subramania Bharati is a great poet, patriot, philosopher 

and mystic of the modern age whose vision and foresight was no less 

than that of the ancient sages. The time of his advent turned him into a 

fiery patriot who, like his forefathers, saw the manifestation of Maha 

Shakti in the form of Mother Bharat. Just as in the case of his most 

beloved comrade and colleague, Mahayogi Sri Aurobindo, to him also 

patriotism was a creed. In one of his soul-stirring essays in English, 

titled ―Matri-Puja‖, Bharati says:  

 
―God the Father is the Ideal. God the Mother is the actual. That I am 

one with pure Being is a spiritual realization. That I am one with the 

manifested world is an actual, everyday experience.  Indeed, ultimately, 
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the Ideal is the same as the actual; but we, children of the earth, find in 

the motherhood of God a dearer relation, a sweeter rapport. Nor need 

we erect shrines for Her worship, nor invent symbols. She is there, 

standing before us, ever-shining. She stands revealed as nature.‖   

 

He further goes to say: 

 
―The land of one‘s birth and the human mother that nourished one in 

her womb are natural and concentrated symbols of this all-making 

Goddess. Womanhood itself is a sublime representation.‖ 

 

He then adds: 

 
―Our ancestors were great apostles of this Mother worship. Para Shakti, 

supreme energy, is the name whereby they knew Her…. Mother 

worship will save humanity; for the supreme energy renders immortal 

all that reflects Her beauty and Her fire.‖ 

 

Bharati was essentially a Shakta, but he drew inspiration from the 

Vedas, the Vedanta and the writings of the Alwars and Nayanmars. His 

poems were the finest manifestations of the Vedantic wisdom of the 

ancient sages as well as the spirit of Bhakti and self-less service 

inculcated in the mind of the society by the great leaders of the modern 

period, especially during the renaissance and reformation in India. To 

him not only the Motherland, but also every child of the Mother was the 

manifestation of divinity. He could see God even in an enemy and 

therefore he sang: ―Pakaivanukkarulwaai nannenje‖—―Bless thine 

enemy, O noble soul‖ and practiced what he said. Bharati claimed 

himself to be a Siddha and when one goes through his marvellous 

poetical compositions like ―Kannan Paattu‖, ―Kuyil Paattu‖, Songs on 

Muruga and his magnum opus, ―Paanchaali Sabatam‖, one can realize 

that his claim was not unfounded. 

 

As a social philosopher, Bharati‘s contribution to Modern India is 

unique. Though he was rooted in the Sanatana Dharma of the land, and 

adored the way of life based on Dharma, Artha, Kama and Moksha, 

enunciated by our ancestors, he fought tooth and nail against the 

distortions and mutilations of the Varnaashrama Dharma in the modern 

period which perpetrated caste and class distinctions based on birth. He 

sang at the top of his voice: ―Jaatikal illaiyadi paappaa, kulattazchi 

uyarchi sollal paavam‖—―There are no castes, dear child, and to speak 



TATTVA DARSANA 38 

of the low caste and high caste is a sin.‖ In his own individual life, he 

broke all caste barriers and even set an example by giving initiation and 

Yajnopaveeta (Sacred thread) to a Harijan boy. Several are the instances 

where Bharati has ridiculed superstitions and blind beliefs. Bharati lived 

and spoke ahead of his times. 

 

As a clean and radical political thinker, Bharati was the source of 

inspiration to the young revolutionaries of India‘s Freedom Struggle. 

His eyes ever glowed with the vision of the Holy Motherland. 

Dedicating his poems to the Divine Mother, he says: ―These flowers are 

dedicated to Bharata Mata, the symbol of unity and eternal youth.‖ 

Drawing inspiration from his illustrious Guru, Sister Nivedita, who in 

turn was the illustrious disciple of Swami Vivekananda, he gave a 

clarion call to Mother Bharat to awake: 

 
―Thy children are calling to you  

And thou a mother, couldst thou sleep?  

Did ever mother‘s heart fail to 

melt at the prattle of the child? 

Queen, Sovereign Bharat, 

We stand singing thy praise in 

the eighteen tongues of thy realm; 

Come, mother, shed on us thy grace 

     and lift us to the good. 

Fount of our life, mother, awake.‖  

 

Unlike the westernized and the so called ‗secular nationalists‖ of later 

times, Mahakavi Bharati had a very clear conception of Indian 

Nationalism. He writes: 

 
―Hindusthan is the land of the Hindus. This is the name of our 

homeland and her people. This vast concourse of people is also known 

as the ‗Bharata Race‘…. By Arya Sampat, I mean the Hindu‘s wisdom 

and its growth and development. Our Vedas, our Shastras, our Society, 

our Languages, our Poetry, Scripture, Music, Dancing, Arts and Crafts, 

our Pagodas and great Architecture, our huge halls and little huts—they 

all go by the name of Arya Sampat…. In other words, Arya Sampat is 

the culture of Hindusthan and as long as we preserve this wealth of this 

culture, this race shall live. If this is allowed to rust, this race will decay. 

It has been given to us by the Devas, that we preserve and develop this 
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ancient Arya Sampat and add to its luster and pristine glory. It is a 

sacred trust.‖ 

 

Bharati was not fooled by the European historian‘s ill-motivated 

theories of Aryan Invasion of Dravidian land, etc. To him, the whole 

country was one. ―Seppu mozhi patinetudaiyaal eninum Chintanai 

onrudaiyaal‖—―Though the Mother speaks eighteen languages, Her 

thought is one.‖ He gave his whole philosophy in one line: 

―Chetamillaata Hindusthaanam atai deivamenru kumbidadi 

paappaa‖—―Worship the Akhanda Bharat—the Undivided India—as 

the Supreme Divinity‖. 

 

Mahakavi Bharati‘s heart went out to the children of Mother India who 

were subjected to inhuman suffering and slavery in the distant Indian 

ocean island of Mauritius in his time and he wrote his heart-rending 

song crying to ―Veera Maakaali Chaamundi, Kaleeswari‖  to come to 

the aid of the mothers and brothers in the distant island. Of course, his 

prayers were answered when not only India, but also Mauritius and 

other islands where Indians have settled down, attained independence. It 

is in the fitness of things that Sri S. Pyeneeandee, a devotee of the great 

poet, a savant of Tamil language and traditions and also a descendant of 

the early settlers of Mauritius for whose sake the poet sang, has come 

forward to bring out an edition of Mahakavi Bharati‘s selected poems 

with English rendering and a short biographical account of the poet‘s 

life, especially for the enlightenment of the Indians in Mauritius. I do 

hope that it will serve as a pioneering effort to flood the hearts of the 

Indians in Mauritius with the finest patriotic and spiritual sentiments 

and ideals upheld and propounded by the great poet-patriot-philosopher 

of Modern India, Mahakavi Bharati. 

 

VANDE MATARAM! 

 
Madras 600 005 (INDIA)   Prof. V. Rangarajan 
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"Shiva-Shakti is thy name—even as it is the name of all things. " 

—Mahakavi Bharatiyar 
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NATIONAL CELEBRATION OF  

MAHAKAVI BHARATI CENTINARY 
 

"Sir, late Subramania Bharati was a man on whose tongue the Goddess 

Saraswati can honestly be believed to have danced the dance of 

patriotism. If he had been born in any free country, why in any country 

of the world except India, that man would have been made the Poet 

Laureate of the country, would have been given the honours and titles 

by a Government which knows how to respond to the feelings of the 

people and would have lived and died among the most honoured of the 

nation. But, Sir, being the slave country that we are, he had to live as an 

exile in Pondicherry, enjoying the hospitality of the French 

Government, and die a broken wreck, because he found no use for 

himself under the auspices of this Government. But, Sir, martyrs and 

patriots before him have gone to the same fate. Subramania Bharati 

lived and died a patriot", said late Sri Satyamurthy, moving an 

adjournment motion in the Madras Legislative Council, in 1928, 

strongly condemning the seizure of copies of Bharati's songs by the 

British Police. Such was the power of Bharati's songs that even after his 

lifetime; British imperialism had to continue its war against his works. 

 

More than three decades have passed since the attainment of 

Independence by Mother Bharat. Memories of the glorious moments of 

Her long drawn struggle for freedom are slowly fading away.  So it is, 

that on the eve of the Centenary of Mahakavi Subramania Bharati, 

which falls in the year 1982, our country men, particularly the new 

generation that has come up breathing the free air of independent India, 

needs to be told about the herald of the new epoch.   

 

A little reflection on the glimpses of the momentous life he lived will 

surely justify his rightful claim to be enshrined as one of the great 

builders of New India, in the heart of every Indian.  

 

Born in a poor family in Ettayapuram in Tirunelveli district of 

Tamilnadu, on 11
th
 December 1882, Mahakavi Bharati lost his mother 

when he was five and his father, Chinnaswami Iyer, a court-poet of 

Ettayapuram, when he was sixteen. He had to leave his young wife and 

go to Benaras where he stayed with his aunt and passed the entrance 

examination, besides gaining proficiency in Sanskrit and Hindi.  
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After his return to Ettayapuram, at the age of 20, Bharati was a court-

poet for a short while and then took to teaching profession. Attracted by 

the nationalist movement, he came to Madras in 1904 and took charge 

as the Assistant Editor of ―Swadesha Mitran‖, a Tamil daily. The 

partition of Bengal in 1905 converted Bharati into a fierce revolutionary 

and patriot whose inspiring poems provided a new impetus to the 

nationalist movement in Tamilnadu. Bharati attended the Benaras 

session of the Indian National Congress in 1906 and he was captivated 

by the profound and glorious personality of Lokamanya Tilak. On his 

way back, he met Sister Nivedita at Dum Dum and, at once, recognized 

in her his spiritual mother. He soon took up a new assignment as the 

Editor-in-charge of ―India‖, a journal bold in its attack on the British 

Government and strong in its propagation of the ideals of Swaraj and 

Boycott. Bharati took the initiative and organized the visit of Bepin 

Chandra Pal to Madras in 1906 and the passions of the patriotic people 

of Tamilnadu were roused by Pal‘s speeches and Bharati‘s songs. In 

1907, at the time of Surat Congress, Bharati again led a batch of patriots 

from Tamilnadu, among whom was the late V.O. Chidambaram Pillai. 

Bharati came into closer contact with leaders like Sri Aurobindo, Tilak 

and Lala Lajpatrai. 

 

Bharati helped Chidambaram Pillai in the collection of funds for setting 

up the Swadeshi Steam Navigation Company which came into existence 

with the help of Tilak. But the vile British implicated Pillai and Sri 

Subramania Siva, a young sannyasin and a powerful orator, who joined 

the freedom struggle, in a sedition case and sentenced them to forty 

year‘s rigorous imprisonment and transportation to Andamans and ten 

year‘s rigorous imprisonment and deportation to Andamans, 

respectively. In connection with the sedition case, Bharati presented 

himself as a witness for Chidambaram Pillai. The District Judge, A.F. 

Pintey, who tried the case, could not but make a remark of recognition 

of the power and influence of Pillai and Bharati: ―Pillai‘s speech and 

Bharati‘s songs can arouse to life even a corpse. A slave nation will 

attain freedom in five hours, Revolution will rise up.‖   

 

When Bharati heard that Chidambaram Pillai was subjected to inhuman 

cruelty in the jail, his rage could keep no bounds and he burst into 

poems and writings which carried the fire of revolution. The British 

Government laid its heavy hands on ‗India‘ weekly and arrested the 

publisher. On the advice of close friends and admirers, Bharati went 

into exile at Pondicherry, a French territory at that time, to carry on his 
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tirade against the British. ‗India‘ weekly was shifted to Pondicherry and 

was published from there, but the British Government proscribed it and 

hence it had to be closed down. Bharati then started ‗Vijaya‘, a daily, 

and ‗Suryodaya‘, a weekly. 

 

Bharati soon got the company of Sri Aurobindo, who, after his acquittal 

in the Alipore Bomb Case, took refuge in Pondicherry, and of Sri 

V.V.S. Iyer, a close associate of Veer Savarkar in the India House, 

London, who escaped from England, went to Paris and later reached 

Pondicherry.  A young recruit to the revolutionary movement, Vanchi 

Iyer, trained by V.V.S. Iyer, shot down Collector Ashe who was 

responsible for atrocities on patriots at Tirunelveli and the British 

Government turned its attention to the exiles in Pondicherry. Vanchi 

Iyer had shot himself on his head immediately after the performance of 

his bold task. Trying the other accused in the case, Neelakanta 

Brahmachari and Sankara Krishna Iyer, Justice Sir Sankaran Nair of the 

High Court quoted in his judgement, as illustration of the inflammatory 

matter, Bharati‘s famous song: 

 

―When will subside this thirst for liberty; 

When will perish our love for servitude? 

Oh, when will snap our mother‘s manacles? 

And when will our troubles cease and become null?....‖ 

 

This was probably the first English rendering of Bharati‘s poems and 

paradoxical as it may be, by a High Court Judge trying a case against 

the patriots. ―It does not of course, convey the force of the original‖, 

remarked the learned Judge about his own translation.   

 

The period of ten years of self-imposed exile proved too long for 

Bharati and he crossed into British India on November 20, 1918. The 

Government arrested him at once, but he was released soon as the case 

against him had to be withdrawn for want of proof. Bharati remained at 

his wife‘s place, Kadayam, for two years. An interesting incident which 

occurred during the period and which brings to the fore the deep love of 

Bharati towards his Motherland has been recorded by the famous Tamil 

writer, ‗Kalki‘, in one of his writings on Bharati. Once Bharati was 

about to board a train at Kadayam railway station. Having been in an 

inspired mood, he failed to place his legs on the foot-board of the 

compartment and fell down on the platform. Some anxious people 

rushed towards him to lift him up. But in an excited condition, Bharati 
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shouted out, ―Don‘t lift me! Don‘t come near me!‖ When the people 

were wondering as to what he meant, Bharati continued, ―Oh! What a 

great blessing it is to lie down on this sacred soil of Bharat! What a 

great blessing it is to roll on the dust of Bharatamata! To how many 

great men, poets, artists and Godmen has this sacred mother given birth! 

Let me roll on her sacred soil a little more.‖ So saying, he rolled on the 

platform and then got up with a face beaming with joy. 

 

Bharati visited Madras in March, 1919, and called on Mahatma 

Gandhiji at Rajaji‘s house . It is said, he sprang a surprise at the 

Mahatma when he, quite a stranger to Gandhiji, walked into the room 

where Gandhiji was sitting and asked him in a bold voice whether 

Gandhiji could preside over a meeting which he was to address that 

evening. A surprised Gandhiji turned to his secretary who informed him 

that he had already some engagements for the day. The young intruder 

coolly walked out without talking anything further. Later, Rajaji 

explained to Gandhi that the young man was the famous poet of 

Tamilnadu, Bharati. Gandhiji‘s admiration for the young poet knew no 

bounds. Bharati too, though a staunch follower of Tilak, was an admirer 

of Gandhiji‘s simple and humble living.  

 

In 1920, Bharati again came back to Madras and once again took over 

as Assistant Editor of ‗Swadeshamitran‘. But destiny had willed a short 

life for him to be offered in the service of the Motherland. In July 1921, 

he was hit by an elephant of the Parthasarathy Temple, Triplicane. 

Though he narrowly escaped instant death, he fell ill and on September 

12, 1921, at 0.30 hours, he left the mortal coil.  

 

The short but inspiring life of 39 years of Mahakavi Bharati was spent 

in poverty and suffering right from the beginning to the end. Bharati‘s 

worth and greatness came to be known widely only when his inspiring 

poems set the fire of patriotism in the hearts of the masses who plunged 

into the non-cooperation and non-violent movements of the later days 

and when many a young men and women came out of hearth and home 

into the hotbed of political struggle, with the songs of Bharati on their 

lips. 

 

Mahakavi Bharati‘s eyes ever glowed with the Divine Vision of the 

Holy Motherland. He dedicated his poems, ‗Swadesha Geetangal‘ to 

the Mother: ―These flowers are dedicated to Bharata Mata, the symbol 

of unity and eternal youth‖. His love of the Motherland drives him to 
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eulogize the mountains and rivers even. He claims, Himachal is ‗Our 

Mountain‘, and says that ‗the world hath not its fellow.‘ Ganga is ‗our 

fountain, pellucid, sweet and mellow‘. This is the land where his ‗father 

and mother lived with pleasure‘ and this is the land where ‗their 

ancestors lived a thousand years and died.‘ Invoking the Mother to rise 

up from long, deep, slumber, he sings: 

 

―Queen, sovereign Bharat, 

We stand singing they praise 

 in the eighteen tongues of thy realm. 

Come, mother, shed on us thy grace 

 and lift us to the good.     

Fount of our life, mother, awake.‖ 

 

Bharati assures Swatantra Devi—the Goddess of Freedom—that even if 

he has to leave the comfortable house, enter the tortuous prison, lose his 

wealth and status, even if he is slandered and disgraced, tormented in 

million ways, and destroyed thoroughly, he will not forget to pray to 

her. 

 

It is the bounden duty of every patriotic Indian to perpetuate the 

memory of such a great patriot and freedom fighter. Though Bharati‘s 

name kindles the feelings of pride and joy in the heart of each and every 

Indian, particularly every Tamilian who had come into close 

acquaintance with his life and works, he is yet to be widely known in 

every nook and corner of the country. Long before the thought of 

national integration seized the minds of our leaders, it was Bharati who 

sang the song of national integration. As such, a national celebration of 

Bharati‘s centenary in 1982 has a special relevance to the present day 

Bharat. Among the many proposals that may be suggested to mark the 

birth centenary of this poet-patriot, the following may too be 

considered: 

 

1. By organizing Centenary Celebration Committees in all parts of the 

country, a concerted attempt must be made to install this dedicated son 

of Mother Bharat in the hearts of every Indian. Also the Bharati 

Centenary Year must be observed throughout the country from 

September 11, 1981, so as to enable people, particularly the younger 

generation of our country, to know in depth about Mahakavi Bharati 

and drink to the content of their hearts from the fountain springs of his 

immortal works. 
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2. Translation of all inspiring, patriotic writings of Bharati into Hindi 

and other regional languages of India and bringing out a Comprehensive 

Biography of the great patriot. 

 

3. Bringing out a Commemoration Volume, highlighting the 

contribution of Bharati to Indian thought, literature and nationalism.  

 

[An appeal made by the writer as Secretary of Deshiya Chintanai 

Kazhagam (Forum for Nationalist Thought), Tamilnadu, on the eve of 

Mahakavi Bharati Centenary Year, 1981-82] 
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RELIGIOUS PHILOSOPHY OF  

MAHAKAVI BHARATI 

 
Mahakavi 

 

―Poets like Bharati cannot be counted as the treasure of any province. 

He is entitled by his work, to rank among those who have transcended 

all limitations of race, language and continent and have become the 

universal possession of mankind‖, said Sarojini Naidu, the ‗Nightingale 

of India‘, paying glowing tribute to Mahakavi C. Subramania Bharati. 

The late Sri Satyamurthy, while moving an adjournment motion in the 

Madras Legislative Council on the seizure of Bharati‘s poems by the 

then British Government, in 1928, said: ―Late Subramania Bharati was 

a man on whose tongue the Goddess Saraswati can honestly be believed 

to have danced the dance of patriotism. If he had been born in any free 

country, why in any country of the world except in India, that man 

would have been made the poet Laureate of the country.‖ 

 

Poet-Patriot-Philosopher 

 

But Bharati was more than a poet and patriot. In him, Mother Bharat 

found the culmination of the development of her philosophical wisdom 

right from the ages of the Vedic seers to that of the renaissance 

philosophers like Sri Ramakrishna, Vivekananda and Sri Aurobindo. In 

him the mystic experiences of countless sages and saints bedecking the 

glorious spiritual history of mankind found the finest expression. In 

him, the nation found a great social reformer, who, though rooted in the 

ancient heritage of the country, brought forth a new social philosophy 

fitted to the needs and changes in the modern times. And he was not 

merely a patriot-politician, but a political philosopher too, who found a 

spiritual basis for political ideals, true to the traditions of his 

Motherland. In him religion, politics, philosophy and social life coursed 

into a spiritual stream leading to the ultimate realization of Divinity not 

only in man, but also in the country of his birth and in everything in the 

universe. 

 

Bharati was not a utopian philosopher who propounded abstract and 

incomprehensible ideals but a practical Vedantin who gave concrete 

form and shape to a way of life, of course deriving inspiration from our 
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ancient wisdom, yet fulfilling the needs of the present-day man. He not 

only preached his philosophy, but also like all true philosophers, 

practised it to the very core of his own life. 

 

Since times immemorial, our seers and sages have propounded that the 

ultimate Reality ―from which everything originates, by which 

everything is sustained and into which everything dissolves‖ is One, 

which is called ‗God‘ and in different names by visionaries of Truth. 

Bharati accepted this and found religion as a force which enabled one to 

realize this unity or identity with the Supreme Being. But his religion 

was not confined to seeking this identity through mere worship of 

symbols or reading scriptures. He found the concrete manifestation of 

God in nature and world, and still more clearly in the Motherland and 

its people. ―God the Father is Ideal.  God the Mother is the actual. That 

I am one with the Pure Being is a spiritual realization. That I am one 

with the manifested world is an actual, everyday experience. Indeed, 

ultimately, the ideal is the same as the actual; but we, children of the 

earth, find in the motherhood of God a dearer relation, a sweeter 

rapport. Nor need we erect shrines for her worship, nor invent symbols. 

She is there, standing before us, ever-shining. She stands revealed as 

Nature,‖ says he. He further goes to say, ―The land of one‘s birth and 

the human mother who nourished one in her womb are natural and 

concentrated symbol of this all-making Goddess. Womanhood itself is a 

sublimer representation.‖ He then adds, ―Our ancestors were great 

apostles of this Mother Worship. Parashakti, supreme energy, is the 

name whereby they know her…. Mother worship will save humanity; 

for the supreme energy renders immortal all that reflects her beauty and 

fire.‖ 

 

The development of this thought draws support and sustenance from the 

Vedas, Vedanta, the Shakta philosophy and Shaiva Siddhanta, besides 

the Bhakti cult propounded by the Alwars and Nayanmars.  

 

The Vedantin 

 

During his self-imposed exile in Pondicherry, Bharati made a deep 

study of the Vedas under the profound and benign guidance of Sri 

Aurobindo and in the company of Sri V.V.S. Iyer. He not only imbibed 

the spirit of the Vedas, but also expressed them, in his own poetic and 

prose writings, some of which are comparable to Vedic hymns. Like a 

Vedic seer, he wrote on Agni and Varuna and on other Vedic Gods and 



TATTVA DARSANA 48 

Goddesses. Like them, he found the manifestation of Shakti in the 

Wind, the Fire and Rain. Following the footsteps of our great religious 

teachers, he wrote commentaries on the Bhagavad Gita, Patanjali Yoga 

Sutra, etc. 

 

The Siddha 

 

True to the spirit of a Vedantin, he saw God in every phenomenon in 

the universe. 

 
                       !        

                  ,        ! 

 

Kaakai chirakinile Nandalala! Ninran 

Kariya niram tonrutaiye, Nandalala! 
1
 

 

―In the wings of the crow, O Nandalala, I see Thy dark complexion‖, 

sang he. He could see God even in an enemy and hence preached  

 
             —        ! 

            ! 

  

Pakaivanukkarulvaai—nannenje! 

pakaivanukkarulvaai! 
2
 

 

―Be thou benign to thy enemy, Oh good heart, be thou benign to thy 

enemy too!‖—And he also practised that. Bharati himself claimed to be 

a Siddha and he had an initiation into this field from Kullachami, a 

Siddha, whom he eulogizes in his poems. 

 

The Shakta 

 

Bharati was a Shakta too. His political contacts with Bengal 

revolutionaries, the immense influence of Sri Ramakrishna, 

Vivekananda, and especially, of Sister Nivedita, whom he accepted as 

his ‗Guru‘, and his close association with Sri Aurobindo, the visionary 

of Bhavani Mandir, led to his flowering into a worshipper of 

Motherland as the manifestation of Maha Shakti. Above all, he was 

immensely impressed by Bankim Chandra‘s conception of the 

Motherland as the Supreme Being and Vande Mataram as the potent 
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Mantra for realizing Her. It is noteworthy that Bharati dedicated the 

collection of his poems at the Altar of the Mother. 

 

Bharati considered it as a misrepresentation of the Advaita philosophy 

of Shankara, to say that the whole manifested world, the country in 

which we live in and the people ‗including wife and children  around us 

as mere illusions of Maya. He considered Maya as that which 

obstructed the vision of truth, of the unity behind all these 

manifestations, and not as the creator of illusion. In this, he came nearer 

to the Realistic Advaita of Sri Aurobindo. 

 

Bhakti 

 

In his poems, ‗Kannan Paattu‘ and ‗Kannammaa Paattu‘, and songs on 

Muruga, we find the finest expressions of Bhakti as found in 

Vishishthadvaita tradition and in the writings of Alwars and 

Nayanmars, while we find the supreme wisdom of Advaitic realization 

in his ‗Kuyil Paattu‘ and ‗Jnana Ratham‘, a prose work. 

 

Bharati achieves a unique synthesis of religion and patriotism in his 

‗Paanchaali Sabatham‘ wherein he presents Draupadi both as the 

motherland in the shackles of alien rule and as the soul which could 

realize its salvation only through the grace of God to whom it has to 

surrender unconditionally. But Bharati was not a pessimistic fatalist. He 

believed that where there is a will there is a way, but the way to the will 

was laid through surrender to God. 

 

Jivan Mukta 

 

Bharati found that liberation was attainable here, in this world, and in 

this very birth. In his song ‗Mohattai Konruvidu‘—‗Kill delusion‘—he 

yearns for the attainment of the status of a Jivan Mukta. Indeed in his 

last days, he had even reached that state and his poems of that period 

stand witness to this fact. 

 

Other Views 

 

Bharati was not only influenced by Indian thought and culture, but he 

was immensely influenced by Islam and Christianity too. It is said that 

he had taken classes on Quran for some of his Muslim friends at 

Kadayam and he even attempted the translation of the Bible. In his 
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poems too we find adoration of Allah and Jesus as nothing but different 

forms of Supreme Being.  

 

To put it in Brief, Bharati had given a clear religious philosophy 

enunciating his views on Religion, God, World and Soul, on Liberation 

and on Unity of Religions. 
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 [YUVA BHARATI—August 1982} 

 

                        — 

"                   --     

                     " . 
 

"Chetamillaata hindustaanam, itai 
deivamenru kumbidadi paappaa" 

 
—“Adore and worship the Undivided Hindusthan (Akhand Bharat) 

as the Supreme Deity”. 
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VEDANTA IN MAHAKAVI BHARATI‘S 

WRITINGS 
 

Bharati was not a mere poet or patriot. He was a great Jnani who came 

in the line of Rishis, sages and saints of this land. His life was markedly 

different from that of the common folk. He was one who had realized 

his mission in life. ―Do you think that I will die like all mortals who live 

eking out their daily bread, gossiping, suffering mental agonies, making 

others also suffer, getting old  and then becoming a victim to death?‖, 

he asks Para Shakti. 

 

Nearly a fourth of Bharati‘s lyric poetry consists of his devotional 

outpourings which reflect the light in his heart. 

 

Bharati has translated into Tamil, the Ishaavaasyopanishad and two 

Khandas of Kenopanishad. Some of Bharati's songs were released 

under the title 'Vedanta Songs'. Of all his Vedantic songs, Parashiva 

vellam explains in lucid stanzas the great message of the Upanishads. In 

the Vedanta songs, also called as 'Jnana Songs', the poet's devotion, 

which was centred on Saguna Brahman in the Tottira paadalkal or 

devotional songs, transcends to levels of Jnana, the realization of the 

Nirguna Brahman or the Absolute. Bharati himself points out 

precedence when he refers to Tiruvaaimozhi of Nammalwar, which 

contains more than a thousand stanzas touching all the phases of life 

divine and giving expression to all forms of spiritual experience. "The 

pure and passionless Reason, the direct perception of the high solar 

realm of Truth Itself, the ecstatic and sometimes poignant love that 

leaps into being at the vision of the 'Beauty of God's face', the final 

Triumph where unity is achieved and 'I and my Father are one'—all 

these are uttered in his simple and flowing lines with a strength that is 

full of tenderness and truth".
 1
 

 

Bharati was not only an ardent admirer of Shankara, but he even 

claimed himself to be an Advaitin. He declares in Bharati Arupattaaru 

that the Advaitic realization that all are God alone will liberate one from 

the clutches of death. 
 

                           , 

                             ; 
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                         ?    

 

Munnorkal evvuyirum kadavul enraar, 

 mudivaaka avvuraiyai naan merkonden; 

Annorkal uraittatanri chheikaiyillai 

advaita nilaikandaal maranamundo? 
2
 

 

In the same song he declares elsewhere, "See, I will never die on earth," 

and explains that if one destroys fear and desires, then death also is 

annihilated there.  

 

Bharati says that there is no separate thing called 'I'. The very idea of 'I' 

is an illusion.  

 
……………"                      

    ;                      " 

 

……………"naan enror tanipporul  

illai; naanenum enname verumpoi" 
3
 

 

Yet, even after this realization, the 'I' very often emerges out and 

Bharati calls this 'I' a ghost, which is burnt down by those who light the 

fire of Self-realization.  

 

Bharati proclaims that it is one Supreme Being, which is in all beings. 

His Advaitic wisdom finds expression in the language of the common 

man so that he too can understand it better: 

 

"I gave Rockfeller his wealth. I gave Wilhelm his Empire. I gave Togo 

his fame. I gave Ramamurti his strength. All, all that princes, poets, 

artistes, generals and the rest of men possess, are my gifts, given out of 

my Love. I am the Giver. I receive not. I give all that men want; they 

have but to come and ask and lo! I give like the Kalpataru." 
4 
 

 

Bharati further says that it is for fear of him that the Upanishad says that 

the sun shines, the fire burns, the wind blows and the worlds revolve. 

There is no Higher Self and Lower Self. All is Brahman. 'I am God, 

simply God. I am the Self, the only Self.' 
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Bharati's Kuyil Paattu is one of the masterpieces of his mystic 

realization. The song portrays the attachment of Jivaatma to 

Paramaatma and the ultimate identification between the two. "The 

Kuyil Paattu may be compared to a great inland lake or sea whose 

waters lap the shore with the surf and swell of storms and tempests, 

suggesting the elemental fury of the ocean beyond, but which are free 

from the taint of destruction and death. The artist soul freed from the 

urgencies and conflicts of mundane existence floats on a sea of 

unalloyed happiness. Mortality falls away from it until it becomes 

disembodied being. Only the realization is momentary, though the 

memory of it is a perpetual benediction", 
5 
says Prof. P. Mahadevan.

 
 

 

The chief of Bharati's imaginative works is his Jnaanaratham. Bharati 

says that everyman is endowed with a divine chariot, Jnana, which can 

take him to distant worlds, visible and invisible. Bharati visits 

Gandharvaloka where he gets the realization that experience of non-

duality is possible not only through Jnana, but also through pleasure in 

its purest and completest form. Upashaantiloka is the supreme spiritual 

goal of man, which one cannot reach unless he is freed from the 

influence of the mind. The poet could not extricate himself from the 

influence of mind and hence, he had to fly back to earth. 

 

Bharati's poem on the 'Sparrow' is a beautiful allegoric exposition of 

Karmayoga. The bird raises a beautiful family on earth, discharges its 

duties, but at the same time always likes to soar high into the sky, far 

from the worldly attachments. Such should be the life of a man too, says 

Bharati. 

 

Bharati drew inspiration from the Bhagavad Gita and presented the 

ideal of self-less action above that of renunciation. His long 

introduction to his translation of the Bhagavad Gita is a very 

illuminating exposition of Karma Yoga. He says that the Bhagavad Gita 

is not merely Dharma Shaastra, but it is a Moksha Shaastra too. The 

introduction also gives a panoramic view of Hindu thought and culture 

from Vedic times to modern period. "Do your work without attachment, 

without attachment, without attachment—this is the most important 

lesson…Don't get entangled in the net of action. Don‘t get trapped by it, 

don't get attached to it, don't be bound—this is the important message" 
6
, says Bharati. He further says that Gita is a science of immortality, not 

one that preaches violence as some misunderstand it.  

 



TATTVA DARSANA 54 

In his later days, especially during the last seven or eight years of his 

life before he passed away at the age of 39, Bharati really lived the life 

of a Jivan Mukta, an Advaitic Jnani who made no distinction between 

men and animals and saw the divine everywhere.  
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HINDUSTHAN—THE LAND OF THE HINDUS 

―Hindusthan is the land of the Hindus. This is the name of our 

homeland and her people. This vast concourse of people is also 

known as the ‗Bharata Race‘…. By Arya Sampath, I mean the 

Hindu‘s wisdom and its growth and development. Our Vedas, our 

Shastras, our society, our Languages, our Poetry, Scripture, 

Music, Dancing, Arts and Crafts, our Pagodas and great 

Architecture, our huge halls and little huts—they all go by the 

name of ‗Arya Sampath‘….In other words, Arya Sampath is the 

culture of Hindusthan and as long as we preserve this wealth of 

culture, this race shall live. If this is allowed to rust, this race will 

decay. It has been given to us by the Devas that we preserve and 

develop this ancient Arya Sampath and add to its luster and 

pristine glory. It is a sacred trust.‖ 

—Mahakavi Bharati 
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 SPARKS FROM THE ANVIL 

Mahakavi C. Subramania Bharati 

 
UNTO THE MOTHER 

 

“Some call thee Matter. Others have named thee Force. As Nature 

some do adore thee. Others know thee as life. Some call thee Mind. 

Yet others have named thee God. Energy Supreme, O Mother, by 

grace accept our sacrifice, drink this excellent soma-wine that we 

offer thee and let us behold thy dance of Bliss.” 

 

"Shiva-Shakti is thy name—even as it is the name of all things. " 

 

KRITA-YUGA 

 

―What the Westerners call socialism is not clearly understood here. But 

still for the West as well as the East, there is only one decent way of 

living, viz., to make the earth common property and live on it as fellow-

workers and co-partners. We have a tradition that in the Krita-yuga men 

lived like that in this country. That may or may not be true. But human 

Will shall yet succeed in bringing about that Krita-yuga in all countries 

and in not far-off future.‖ 

 

PATRIOTISM AND RELIGION 

 

―True patriotism must be spiritual, but that does not mean that 

differences of belief concerning the nature of the other world should be 

brought into the theatre of secular nation-building. 

 

―Of course, we must have our religious disputes. Religion is the one 

thing where conformity is more dangerous than in any other. But, in the 

service of the Motherland, we are all of one creed and one religion, one 

caste and one colour, one aim and one ideal. In the temple of the Mother 

whoever enters is holy.‖ 

 

―Force, Life and bright-eyed Hope 

Be the gifts of the Mother to Her chosen.‖ 
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ON REASON'S PLANE 

 

"We know that the Universe is Being. We guess it is Infinite. We cannot 

comprehend Infinity. Mind is one phase of Existence. We are aware of a 

mental life. As Experience is the sole proof of things, we require no 

further proof for the existence of the mind. This mind, we infer, has 

many phases and almost infinite potentialities. We have learnt this, 

again, by experience. We infer that all existence is one. We have almost 

proved it by comparative science. We therefore can identify our being 

with the Universal being. 

 

"We know nothing more of God." 

 

RING ALL THE TEMPLE BELLS 
 

―Ring all the temple bells. The re-born mother has begun to speak, to 

sing and to dance. She plays, the infant Devi, daughter of old Himalaya 

and the pre-destined bride of Mahadeva, the Great God; and Her play is 

the working of miracles. Her speech and Her song send a thrill of joy 

into the core of the world. 
 

―Ring all the temple bells. The Baby Mother opens Her Vedas and 

reads. The mighty chantings of Her ancient seers, intoxicated with love 

and illumined by the knowing of the Eternal, those old songs of 

sacrifice and immortality—She reads them greedily once again; and 

once again, she understands them rightly. For She has met Her Guru, 

Maha Deva Himself.‖ 

 

GOD -- THE MOTHER 

"God the Father is the Ideal. God the Mother is the actual. That I 

am one with Pure Being is a spiritual realization. That I am one 

with the manifested world is an actual everyday experience. 

Indeed, ultimately, the Ideal is the same as the actual; but we, 

children of earth, find in the motherhood of God, a dearer 

relation, a sweeter rapport. Nor need we erect shrines for her 

worship, nor invent symbols. She is there standing before us, ever 

shining, ever-beautiful. She stands revealed as Nature. 

 

—Mahakavi Bharati 
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PARASHAKTI, THOU HAST TO SAVE! 

 

                             

                                  

                               

                             

                         

                               

 

Kaalaiyilampariti veesumkatirkalile 

Neelakkadalor neruppetire sermanipol 

Mokanamaam joti porunti muraitavaraa 

Vedattiraikalinaal vedapporulpaadi 

Vantu tavazhum valanjer karaiyudaiya 

Senthamizh tenpuduvai yenuntirunagarin 
1 

 

―Southern Pondicherry, the sacred city of classical Tamil, where the 

orderly waves of the ocean lash at the well-nourished sea shore singing 

the music of Vedic hymns and reflecting the rays of the rising sun like a 

jewel in front of a flame.‖  

 

--There in the house of the immortal poet-patriot of Tamilnadu, 

Mahakavi C. Subramania Bharati, who sang the morning hymn to 

awaken Bharatashakti: 

 
            ;                 

                       ; 

                          
                           
                               

                              ,  
                           ! 

           !               !   

 

Pozhutu pularntatu yaam seita tavattaal; 

Punmaiyirutkanam poyina yaavum; 

Ezhumpasum porchudar enganum paravi 
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Ezhuntu vilangiyatu arivenum iravi; 

Tozhutunai vaazhti vanangutarku ingu un 

Tondar pallaayirar soozhntu nirkinrom 

Vizhituyilkinranai innum em taaye! 

Viyappitukaan! Palliyezhuntarulaaye! 
2
 

 

―By our penance the day has dawned! Like the darkness, our littleness 

has disappeared! The sun of knowledge has risen up spreading 

everywhere its golden rays. Here your servants have gathered in 

myriads to sing thy praise and adore thee! Mother, you are still asleep! 

‗Tis strange! Rise up and bless us!‖ 

 

--The dedicated comrades of the poet had gathered in the early morning 

hours to sing the praise of the Divine Mother and awaken Her from 

slumber.  

 

Suddenly there appeared in front of them a man short and stout in 

stature. When all others were wondering who he was, the poet got up, 

called out, ―Come, Come‖ and welcomed the guest with a warm 

embrace. The visitor and the host stood like statues looking at each 

other for a few seconds. Tears of bliss swelled up in the eyes of both.  

 

The visitor enquired with affection and eagerness: ―Bharati, how are 

you? I was worried whether I would miss you. I came out of the prison 

two months ago. I searched for you here and there. Are you alright, 

Bharati?‖ 

 

The spiritual poet who never knew what fear was, was moved to 

profuse tears when he asked the guest, ―How was your jail life? Why 

has your health so much deteriorated? If  jail  life could affect a person 

like you to this extent, what to speak of others?‖ Then he paused and 

said, ―Let it be there. First you have your morning ablutions and have 

your coffee. Then we can discuss about other things. Please come in.‖ 

 

The poet led the guest into his house. After sending the visitor into the 

house, the poet turned to his friends and said: ―He is the great patriot 

Surendranath Arya, a powerful orator in Telugu and one among my 

comrades in Chennai. He was sentenced to six years rigorous 

imprisonment." 
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Surendranath Arya was one among the youth in the forefront when the 

revolutionary movement of Bengal which sprung up in the early part of 

twentieth century started spreading into Tamilnadu.  He was one among 

the youth whom the Bengali revolutionary Chandrakant Chakravarty 

met in Madras. His original name was Yatiraja Naidu. When he 

travelled in Punjab, he was attracted by the dedicated services rendered 

by Arya Samaj there, joined the Samaj and changed his name also into 

Yatiraja Arya. The brave and courageous young man dressed himself in 

the attire of a soldier and wore a head dress with its top having folds 

like a fan and resembling the peacock feather and he walked with a 

royal gesture. Manliness and courage manifested in his words. He was a 

brave person who used to provoke the audience and kindle their feelings 

by asking them: ―The murrel fish has moustache and you have also got 

the moustache—what is the difference?‖ Later, when he travelled in 

Bengal, he got involved in the activities of Brahma Samaj and changed 

his name into Yatiraj Surendranath Arya. 

 

Surendranath Arya, who was one among the ardent followers of 

Mahakavi Bharati was one among the extremist youth who took Bharati 

and V.O. Chidambaram Pillai to Surat Congress in 1907.In 1908, when 

V.O. Chidambaram Pillai and the patriot sannyasi, Subramania Siva, 

were arrested in the Tirunelveli Conspiracy Case and Pillai was 

sentenced to forty years‘ transportation to life and Siva to ten years‘ 

rigorous imprisonment,  Surendranath Arya addressed gatherings in 

Madras attacking the British Government in vehement terms. He was 

arrested for treason and sentenced to five years‘ rigorous imprisonment. 

The brave and courageous young man was subjected to inhuman 

treatment in the prison to such an extent that he was even compelled to 

attempt suicide. No wonder that Arya who came out the prison was 

transported to bliss when he saw his friend Bharati. 

 

When Bharatiyar was engaged in conversation with his friends, Arya 

came out after finishing his breakfast.  

 

―Bharati, do you know one thing? I have got converted to 

Christianity‖—Arya burst a bombshell, transporting the poet to a rude 

shock.  

 

―What do you mean, Arya?‖—Bharati asked with utter surprise.  
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―Yes, Bharati, I have become Christian.‖ Arya started narrating with a 

deep breath. ―After my release from the prison, it was the Christian 

missionaries who came forward to provide me succour and support. 

How else could I show my gratitude to them?‖ 

 

Bharati, expressing his deep distress, uttered: ―I had suspected from the 

very beginning. Whatever I wanted not to happen has happened.‖ 

 

Arya said, ―Bharati, when I came out of the jail, do you know how our 

society treated me? They looked down upon me as an outcaste. Those 

who hail us when we address gatherings and praise us, turn into 

cowards who are afraid to welcome us into their houses when we go to 

them, they close the door from within and sit inside. I am happy that I 

have got out of this society of mean people, but you…‖ 

 

Arya stopped his blabbering after he saw Bharati‘s eyes emitting fire. 

He developed fear and worry seeing the fierce look of the poet. He 

started wondering whether Bharati had written for people like him or 

for the people of the country the lines: 

  
                               
               --        

                  . 

 

 Nenjil uramuminri nermaittiramuminri  

  Vanjanai solvaaradi!—kiliye! 

Vaaiccollil veeraradee! 
3
 

 

―Without strength in the heart and uprightness in thought, 

They will speak deceptive words—Oh Parrot! 

They are brave in vain talk! 

 

Bharati controlled his feelings and sat silent for some time. Later he 

started talking with a peaceful demeanor: 

 

―What will happen to our society if every Hindu, getting bitter 

experience with our people, start going out of the society, like you? 

Arya, think for a moment what will be the future of our country. It may 

be beneficial from the individual standpoint. However, what will be the 

fate of the Hindu heritage which has come down through ages. What 

will happen to the glorious culture which has been the life breath of our 
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people for thousands of years? What will happen to a family if the wife 

contemplates suicide thinking that the husband is not alright or the 

husband decides to take to renunciation thinking that the wife is not 

alright? Then, what will be the meaning of family life? The hatred that 

you developed towards Hindus and their customs and manners has 

turned you into a slave of the Christian missionaries. Arya, have you 

changed only your religion today? You have also washed off your 

hands your nationality too. Are not the foreign missionaries going to 

turn the devotion that you had for your Motherland and the earnestness 

that you had in Her service to the mission of spreading their religion?‖ 

 

The poet had shed tears and sung addressing the Divine Mother: 

 
                            ?  

                            ?  

                      ?  

                            ? 

 

Panjamum noyum nin meyyadiyaarkko? 

Paarinil menmaikal veriniyaarkko?  

Tanjamadaintapin kaividalaamo? 

Taaymtan kuzhantaiyai tallidappomo? 
4
 

 

―Are famine and disease meant for your devotees? 

Are good things in the world only for others? 

Could you desert us after we have surrendered unto you?  

Could the Mother abandon Her child?‖ 

 

 Now his heart was aching, knowing not what he could sing seeing a 

son who was abandoning his mother. Seeing the tears in the eyes of the 

poet, Arya also shed tears. After some time, consoling himself, the poet 

said: ―Arya, please forgive me for uttering painful words to you. What 

right have I got to advise you?‖   

 

Arya sat dumbfounded. On the one side there were the dreams that he 

had about his future. On the other hand there was the pricking of his 

consciousness that he had given up his high ideals for the sake of his 

selfish interests. Everyone who commits a mistake will either repent for 

one‘s action after realizing the mistake or will try to justify one‘s action. 

It is natural. Arya also started finding justification for his action: 
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―Bharati, the missionaries have decided to send me to America for 

higher studies. I feel that it is better for me to respond favourably for 

their compassion. More over, our people will give us respect only if we 

go abroad and return. As long as we are here, they won‘t support us.‖ 

 

Bharati‘s fierce look turned towards him. After adjusting himself, Arya 

continued: ―Your position is different. You have become a famous poet. 

But my condition is not like that.‖ 

 

Finding no response from Bharati, he continued with a little hesitation: 

―I have come running towards you eagerly aspiring to take leave of 

you.‖ 

 

Seeing his pathetic condition, Bharati felt sorry for him. After a deep 

breath, Bharati started speaking in no uncertain words: 

 

―Arya, I do not want to stand between you and your plans. I do not have 

the right for that. However, I want to tell one thing very clearly. Listen 

to me. I can never approve of your conversion. It is, of course, a sacred 

duty to show one‘s gratitude. I will never object to that. However, I 

cannot accept that you have to give up your religion to show gratitude. I 

too know that there are many defects, superstitious customs and 

practices in Hinduism. But, is it not your duty to uproot them? How can 

you justify deserting your religion for petty pecuniary benefits and 

converting yourself to alien religion? Which religion is free from 

defects? Should we not accept that the truth pointed out by all religions 

is the same? See the list of great saints and reformers who have 

appeared in the history of our religion. Instead of turning against all of 

them, you should have yourself become one among them.‖ 

 

Arya could not utter a word. Bharati continued his emotional outburst: 

 

―Our people who go abroad most often return with European wives. In 

the present condition, this sort of marriages is like piercing a sore 

wound in the body with a spike. Is this the time for our pleasures and 

personal happiness? We may not mind such marriages after fifty years. 

However, now such things weaken us and prevent the emergence of our 

natural leaders in our society and deprive us of their services. Please 

forgive me for opening up my heart to you, but the friendship between 

us gives me the right.‖ 
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The poet built a dam himself to contain the feelings that surged up in his 

heart and stopped giving advice. The poet had sung, 

 
            —       !  

            ! 

 

Pakaivanukkarulvaai—nannenje! 

Pakaivanukkarulvaai! 
5
 

 

―Bless thine enemy—O good heart! 

Bless thine enemy!‖ 

 

Will he not now show compassion to his own friend who was 

committing a mistake? With the firm hope that time will give the right 

reply to Arya, he greeted him: 

 

―Go ahead, Arya! Go to America and become prosperous! However, I 

have only one earnest request to you—Always keep in your mind your 

motherland, never forget the mother!‖ 

 

Arya left the place that day itself. The immortal poet writhed in pain 

and agony the whole day like a worm fallen in fire. He gave expression 

to his pain and agony: 

 

―Where is the salvation for this country if it fails to protect those who 

come forward to serve the motherland?  What a brave and courageous 

youth is Arya! If this is the fate that befalls him….O Mother Parashakti, 

thou hast to save this nation!‖ 

 

Bharati was a man of deep foresight. He had envisaged that a person 

who drifts away from the national current, however brave and patriotic 

he may be, will end up in distress and dishonour. That the poet‘s 

calculation about Surendranath Arya did not go wrong was proven by 

the later life of Arya. He studied Christian theology in America and 

obtained a doctorate. As feared by Bharati, he got married to a Swedish 

American woman, Voegeli, and returned to Madras. Not only that. He 

combined his name with that of his wife and changed his name as 

‗Yatiraj Surendranath Voegeli Arya‘. After his return to motherland, for 

some time, he served as one among the Danish Mission Priests and 

resided in Purasiwalkam in Madras. However, the Danish Mission 

which he embraced for his petty selfish interests and the European 
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mistress he accepted with love did not remain with him for long. He 

gave up both and joined the atheistic Self-respect Movement and Justice 

Party and drifted without any aim in life. How can anyone who has 

renounced his ideal find any direction in life? 

 

Bharati, in his Paanchaali Sabatam condemns Dharmaputa who fell a 

victim to gambling: 

 
                   --                         , 

                  --                     , 

          --                     

               --     !                     . 

 

Koyir poosai seyvaar—silaiyai kondu vitral polum 

Vaayil kaattu nirpon—veettai vaittizhattal polum 

Aayirangalaana—neeti yavai unarnta taruman 

Teyam vaittizhantaan—cicchee! Siriyar seikai seitaan 
6
 

 

―Like a priest who sells away the idol of the temple and a person who 

stands guard to his house pledges and loses the house, Dharma who had 

the knowledge of thousands of moral laws pledged the country and lost 

it. Fie on him, the doer of a mean act.‖ 

 

Like Dharmaputra who fell a victim to vile gambling and lost 

everything, the great patriot and freedom fighter Surendranah Arya fell 

a victim to the deception of the Sakuni in the form of the Christian 

missionaries and pledged his patriotism, and in the end lost the position 

that they gave him and also the mistress that he got. Unhonoured and 

unsung, he died in distress in Madras in 1952. 

 

Arya‘s life is a glaring example to prove that religious conversion will 

turn even a great patriot into a slave and throw him into the dust. It is to 

enlighten the ignoramuses who, for their petty interests and desires, 

want to desert the most ancient and glorious Dharma of Bharatavarsha, 

the Hindu Dharma, that Bharati has sung: 

 
                               

                 ?       

                             

                 ? 
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Veera sutantiram vendi ninraar pinnar 

Veronru kolvaaro?—enrum 

Aaramutunnutarkaasai kondaar kallil 

Arivaic cceluttuvaaro? 
7 

 

―Will those who aspire for brave freedom ever accept anything less? 

Will those who always aspire to drink nectar ever turn their attention to 

liquor?‖ 
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WHAT IS BHAKTI?  

 

―Bhakti is faith in God; one must believe in God like a child trusting its 

mother, a wife trusting her husband, the eyes trusting the perceived 

object, and one trusting one‘s own self….All the time, incessantly, the 

heart should dwell on the Divine Grace….God will confer all 

auspiciousness if we truly appeal to It. Even if It does not give, one 

must have faith in It. It is not God‘s nature to give as soon as you ask. 

Only after devotion is perfected, the boon asked for is immediately 

given..…Therefore, whatever time it will take to get things that we ask 

for, we must go ahead, without losing courage, with faith in God and 

with the aid of inspiration and effort springing from 

it….Trust…Ask….God will definitely confer the boon.‖ 

—Mahakavi Bharati  
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INTERESTING INCIDENTS IN  

THE LIFE OF BHARATI 

 
 

Mahakavi C. Subramania Bharati, whose centenary falls on December 

11, 1982, was a poet-patriot-philosopher, a mystic and a social 

reformer. A versatile writer in English as well as in Tamil, he was able 

to capture the hearts of people within a very short span of life. His 

poems inspired the youths of Tamilnadu to plunge into the freedom 

movement. Here are some inspiring incidents from his life, which mark 

him as one of the great sons of Mother Bharat. 

 

Bharati was a born poet. In his childhood days, he had a peculiar habit 

of coining words with rhythmic beauty. On one occasion, his father 

asked him if he had done his daily quota of sums. For a moment, 

Subbiah blinked and then he muttered to himself: ‗Sums, gums, comes, 

numbs‘.  

 

*    *   

 

A Tamil pandit at Tirunelveli wanted to test Subbiah for his flair for 

extempore speech. He was waiting for a suitable opportunity. One day 

he found out that Subbiah had come unprepared for his lessons. The 

pandit finding a good opportunity, told the boy, ―Never mind, if you 

haven‘t prepared your lessons for the day. Give us instead a sample of 

your poetry…. I heard that you are another Kalamegham‖. Subbiah 

replied at once: ―Sir Kalamegham will not rain at your bidding. It rains 

only when and where it will.‖ He thus played on the other meaning of 

the term, viz. ‗rain-bearing clouds‘. Thus the laugh went against the 

pandit, but he had taken it in good spirit. 

 

*    *   

 

One day, the Raja spoke to Bharati‘s father, Chinnaswamy Aiyar, 

warmly praising his son. The father could hardly believe his ears. 

Therefore, the Raja stage-managed a scene in which he engaged young 

Subbiah in talk, while Aiyar was a concealed auditor from an adjacent 

room. He was very much surprised as he overheard his son hold forth 

on many topics with a vivacity and wit. 
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The flatterers who surrounded the Raja became jealous of the beardless 

boy who had become the favourite of the court. One of them planned to 

humiliate him publicly in the presence of the rest. He thought of the 

lad‘s failure to pass ordinary school test and decided to twit him with it. 

But Subbiah replied carelessly that he didn‘t wish to acquire the so 

called new education, because he found nothing good in it. He felt that 

he had to do something to vindicate his honour, and challenged anyone 

of the assembled worthies to engage a debate with him on any subject 

without previous notes or preparation. 

 

Then the older pandits were taken aback, but one of them was 

persuaded to pick up the gauntlet. The contest was held at a special 

sitting of the durbar, at which the Raja himself was present. The subject 

chosen was ‗Education‘. It soon came to the turn of the lad of fourteen 

to reply. He made it such a humorous and eloquent performance that the 

entire audience agreed that it was much the better of the two. An old 

and respected member of the court stood up and spoke for the rest. 

―God bless you Subbiah. I declare you winner and it is also the 

overwhelming opinion of all assembled here. Henceforth, be ye known 

as ‗BHARATI‘. That was how young Subbiah earned the title by which 

he is now known all over the world. 

 

 *    * 

   

When Bharati was living with his aunt Kuppammal and uncle Krishna 

Sivam at Kasi, he appeared to be a so-called ‗rationalist‘ with his 

moustache, turban, coat and chappals which were all considered not 

fitting with orthodoxy. But soon an incident occurred which proved that 

he was not an atheist, but in his heart of hearts, a great devotee of the 

Lord. One day, his uncle was held up midway in the daily routine of his 

service to the idol of Sri Nataraja, because the oduvar (singer) was not 

able to come for the puja to sing the prescribed hymn from the 

Tiruvachakam at the end of the function. When Krishna Sivan was in a 

dilemma, his wife suddenly remembered that Bharati could render the 

particular hymn equally well. So she sent for Bharati at once, and made 

him sing the song in praise of the dancing Siva. Krishna Sivam was 

over-joyed. After finishing the service, he came and embraced the 

amateur oduvar with gratitude. 

 

*    *   
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A turning point in Bhartati‘s life occurred when he met Sister Nivedita 

and discovered in her his spiritual preceptor. Sister Nivedita, Swami 

Vivekananda‘s English disciple, came to India and dedicated herself at 

the feet of Mother Bharat. She was in the forefront of Indian National 

Movement. Bharati, while returning from the Congress Session in 1906, 

met her at Dum Dun. 

 

After some conversation, Sister Nivedita made very kind enquiries of 

Bharati: 

 

―Sister Nivedita: My son, are you married? 

 

Bharati: Yes, mother, I‘m married. I have also a daughter who is two 

years old. 

 

S.N.: Very good, but why have you not brought your wife with you? 

 

B. (in a faltering voice): It is not usual in our community to bring our 

women-folk out with us. Further she knows nothing about politics. 

  

S.N. (not quite pleased): My son, I am sorry to find one more Indian 

who considers women no better than slaves. What is the value of your 

education if it does not help you to bring up your womenfolk to your 

own level? Don‘t you realize that the country would never advance or 

prosper if one half of it is ignorant, backward and superstitious? 

 

B.: I‘m sorry mother, hereafter…. 

 

S.N.: Quite right; hereafter at least don‘t look down upon your wife. 

Treat her as your equal, and you will find how soon she learns things 

for herself.  

 

It was on account of the impact of Nivedita‘s words that Bharati wrote 

many poems on the emancipation of womanhood. 

 

Another advice he got from his Guru was ‗forget all caste distinctions. 

In God‘s eyes all are born equal and are equal. Love your 

fellowmen….‘ 

 

*    *   
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When Bharati was living in exile in Pondicherry, a C.I.D. came in the 

guise of a merchant and told him that he is having precious stones. The 

merchant wanted Bharati to have a look at them. Bharati replied that he 

was having nine varieties of gems like diamonds, rubies, emeralds, etc. 

He took out some of his notebooks on the table, offered them to the 

merchant. ‗There‘ exclaimed Bharati in a tone of sublime pride, ‗are my 

precious stones! Not even millionaires can find the money to buy them. 

Please take them to your masters and tell them to recommend to the 

Government to purchase them for me!‘ Then Bharati told him that they 

were his poems which the Government will not allow him to publish; 

they were more priceless than all diamonds. The bogus merchant fell at 

the feet of Bharati and begged his pardon. 

 

*    *   

One afternoon, when Mahatma Gandhi was engaged in Conference with 

Satyamurthi, A. Rangaswamy Iyengar and other workers, Bharati went 

in. ―Mr. Gandhi‖, he began, ―May I request you to preside over a 

meeting at 5-30 p.m. at which I am to address the public!‖ Gandhiji was 

startled by the sudden appearance of this bold stranger. 

 

Gandhi asked his Secretary, Mahadev Desai, what was his programme 

on that day. Gandhi then turned to Bharati and said, ―I am sorry, this 

evening is out of question. But, if you could arrange the meeting for 

tomorrow evening…‖ 

 

Bharati cut him short with a negative and added ―Let me take leave of 

you, Mr. Gandhi. But permit me to wish you success in your effort. You 

have my best wishes in that regard!‖ And he was off the next moment, 

leaving everyone somewhat dazed with his rash tactics. Gandhi wanted 

to know who the visitor was. Rajaji replied, ―He is Mahakavi Bharati, 

the poet of our Tamilnadu‖. Gandhi said, ―You must cherish and protect 

him then‖.  

 

*    *   

Bharati not only preached patriotism but also practiced it in his daily 

life. An interesting incident which occurred at Kadayam, where Bharati 

stayed for two years after his return from Pondicherry, brings to the 

fore, his deep love towards the Motherland. Once Bharati was about to 

board a train in Kadayam railway station. Having been in an inspired 

mood, he failed to place his legs on the foot-board of the compartment 

and fell down on the platform. Some anxious people rushed towards 
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him to lift him up. But in an excited condition, Bharati shouted out, 

―Don‘t lift me! Don‘t come near me!‖ When the people were wondering 

as to what he meant, Bharati continued, ―Oh! What a great blessing it is 

to lie down on this sacred soil of Bharat! What a great blessing it is to 

roll on the dust of Bharatamata! To how many great men, poets, artists 

and Godmen has this sacred mother given birth! Let me roll on her 

sacred soil a little more.‖ So saying, he rolled on the platform and then 

got up with a face beaming with joy. 

 

(Compiled by Smt. Bharati Rangarajan, Yuva Bharati, August 1982.) 

 

 

 

 

OH MIND, CLING TO THE IDEAL 

 

“Any man can realize that, in his body, nervous shocks are 
created by the great fiends of fear, suspicion, disgust, hatred, 
pride, vanity, etc.”  
 
“I am not willing to die; oh great father of the universe, God, I 
believe in Thee, I believe in Thee, I believe in Thee, O God of 
mine. Save me from these accursed nervous shocks. Save me, O 
God. O my father and my mother, O God, my father, my friend, 
Oh God! Oh God! Oh Being of the world, now, even now, make 
me immune from nervous shocks. Take away Fear and Doubt 
and Hatred and Disgust and Indifference and Vanity and all foul 
qualities, away, far away, from my mind.”  
 
 “Oh my mind, cling to the Ideal, and may it so occur that all men 
and all women and all children and all beasts and all birds may 
recognize that I have converted myself into the Ideal which is—
Thee!” 

—Mahakavi Bharati 
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NECTARINE WORDS OF 

THE IMMORTAL POET 
 

People of Bharatabhoomi are children born of the same mother. There 

are no differences of religion, caste, clan, language or anything else.  

 

*    *    * 

 

I will protect Hindustan from destruction. I will uphold the Dharma in 

this world. 

 

*    *    * 

 

Hindu Dharma is the guide for all Dharmas….If Hindu Dharma is 

upheld…there will be good time for all. The command says: ―The path 

of the Vedas is the only path. There is no other path.‖ 

 

*    *    * 

 

The people of the world will recognize that ‗Bharata desha is the Loka 

Guru‘. We have to go and remind them.  

   

Before explaining what wisdom Bharata bhoomi will give to the world 

and attain fame, I will say one or two scientific words and conclude. 

Our Jagadish Chandra Bose established in this world through scientific 

proof that ‗the nervous system of the plant acts like the nervous system 

of human being.‘ He has performed many new experiments with metals 

too. He is an expert on the book of light. Long before Marconi 

introduced telegraph to the world, Jagadish Chandra Bose had already 

conducted intense research into that. The greatest contribution that he 

has made to the world of science is his discovery about the activity of 

nerves in the vitality of plants. Now for the last few years the scientific 

scholars in Europe and America have developed great respect towards 

Jagadish Chandra Bose and praise him. 

 

*    *    * 
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 ―It is our duty to make Bharata desha once again the pioneer in 

experiments in the field of material sciences‖, says he in his concluding 

address after explaining in various words. 

 

―There is a special vitality in the Hindu civilization. By this vitality our 

civilization became capable of resisting the forces of destruction of time 

and change that cause the dissolution of all things in the world. Our 

great civilization has witnessed the rising up, growth, change and 

dissolution of great centres of knowledge ages ago on the banks of 

River Nile (in Egypt), Assyria, and Babylonia. (Even then our 

civilization remained as most ancient.) In those days, Bharatamata 

remained with intense faith that She has no destruction. Even today She 

is young. She stands firm with the faith that in the future also there will 

be no destruction to Her.‖ 

 

*    *    * 

 

Hey, brave one! Be courageous. Be proud that you are citizen of Bharat. 

Proclaim with pride, ―I am an Indian, every Indian is my brother!‖ 

 

*    *    * 

 

In the Hindu social set up, we do not have that much of differences as 

we find in Europe. There are no differences and antagonism between 

employer and employee, rich and poor; as we find in Europe.  

 

The poor in our country are not insulted by the rich as in those 

countries. The tradition of offering alms to the poor as we find in our 

country is not found in that continent. In London city, a beggar would 

be arrested by a policeman. The magistrate will punish him for the 

offence of begging.  In our country if anyone tells naasthi to one who 

asks dehi, he will be called a chandala.  

 

*    *    * 

 

There was a priest called Dr. Miller in the Christian College. He was 

renowned as an intelligent one. Speaking about Hinduism, he has said 

that of all religions in the world, it is Hinduism which has clearly 

proclaimed the immanence of godhead in very clear terms. An ordinary 

priest, being intelligent, found this out easily. In all religions it is 
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accepted that God is everywhere. But it is only in Hinduism it is 

enunciated very clearly. This clarity is not in other religions.  

 

*    *    * 

 

There is nothing wrong in whatever be our profession. Should not 

Hindus, who belong to one religion and live in one community, love 

each other. Whatever is our profession, if there is faith in god, goodness 

in this world and salvation in the other world is assured.  

 

A new age will come when five thousand years of Kali ends. That is the 

Krita yuga within Kali. Then the whole world will change. Injustices 

will be crushed to smithereens. The four varnas will arise once again. 

Even if the people of four varnas perform different tasks, they won‘t do 

injustice to each other or do treachery. They will realize that love is 

god. If there is love, child and mother are equals, the poor and the rich 

are equals, the learned and the illiterate are equals. If there is love, man 

and God are equals. Love will be predominant in the world. Then there 

will be three rains every month. There won‘t be famine… Dharma will 

be established.  

 

Oh Hindu nation! How can I praise your greatness? 

 

[Compiled by R. Vivekanandan. Vijaya Bharatam Bharati Special 

Number, 1982.] 

 

 

 

THE SIDDHA 

"Firmly established in Mauna (the silence internal), fearless of 
death, disease, and the devil, serene in the strength of God, and 
happy in the knowledge of immortality, resplendent in his 
energy, irresistible in his action, tireless in labour, and full-souled 
in service, the Siddha lives amidst men, a representative of the 
will Divine, a veritable messenger from Heaven, protector of 
men, loving, elevating, immortalizing." 

—Mahakavi Bharati  
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PONGAL THOUGHTS 
 

―Nivedita‖ 

 

When we say ‗Pongal‘, we experience the sweetness of sugarcane. It is 

the same festival of Pongal of the Tamil-speaking people that is 

celebrated all over the country as Makarasankaranti. It is the festival 

when the old things are discarded and new things appear.  

 

Along with Pongal we remember the ‗cow‘. Yes, ‗Maattu Pongal‘ is 

the festival in which we take pledge to protect our cattle wealth. Since 

times immemorial, cow is worshipped as God in Bharat. ―Cow is the 

most important one in Hindu civilization. Cow is the life of Hindu 

civilization and agriculture. Hence, since very ancient times, Hindus 

have prohibited beaf-eating‖, says Mahakavi Bharatiyar.  

 

Not only that, is it not cow‘s  milk  the most  nutritious food, next to 

mother‘s milk, for our children to grow healthy? That is why Bharati 

sang, 

 
                 ,      !--       

                    ; 

 

Paalaip pozhintu tarum paappaa—anta 

pashu mika nallatadi paappaa; 

 

―The cow that pours out milk is very good, my child!‖ 

 

What do our ancestors mean when they say that all Gods are residing in 

the body of the cow? 

 

Cow‘s milk for us is equal to mother‘s milk. The cow dung and urine is 

the best manure for our farms. The dry discs made out of cow dung are 

the best fuel. The cattle wealth is indispensible.  

 

Is the cow helping us only in the growth of our body? Is not the cow 

the best example for the growth of our mental faculties, peace and 

calmness? Do we not cite the calf as example of beauty? 
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However, cow will not always be passive. It will fight fiercely even 

against the tiger that comes to kill its calf. The English hunter, Jim 

Corbet, once went to the forest. He saw a tiger trying to attack a cow 

and its new born calf. He waited for a minute to see what was going to 

happen. He had also kept his gun ready in his hand. However, he had 

no need to make use of it. Corbet himself has recorded how the cow, 

using its horn, attacked the tiger which came to pounce on its calf, 

pierced its stomach and flung it aside.   

 

Let us also be, like the cow, good, helpful to the country and the world, 

and full of peace and noble virtues. However, we should not be afraid 

of the brutes who attack us. Here is the poet‘s command: 

 
                     --     

                   ! 

                     ! --     

                      ! 

 

Paatakam seivoraik kandaal—naam 

Bhayam kollalaakaatu paappa, 

Moti mitittuvidu paappaa—avar 

Mukattil umizhntuvidu paappaa! 

 

―My child, we should not be afraid on seeing the evil-doers! Crush 

them under the feet and spit on their face, Oh child!‖ 

 

[Vijayabhaaratam Bharati Special Number, 1982] 

  

 

 

GIFTS OF THE MOTHER 
 

 ―Force, Life and bright-eyed Hope 

 Be the gifts of the Mother to Her chosen.‖ 

—Mahakavi C. Subramania Bharati 
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ABOUT THE BOOK 
 

Bharati was not a utopian philosopher who propounded abstract and 

incomprehensible ideals but a practical Vedantin who gave a concrete 

form and shape to a way of life, of course, deriving inspiration from our 

ancient wisdom, but fulfilling the purposes of present day man. He not 

only preached his philosophy, but, like all true philosophers, practiced it 

to the very core in his life. It is with the above vision of Mahakavi 

Bharati that this study and research of his unique philosophy which lay 

hidden in his words and deeds has been undertaken. This research work 

is first of all, an attempt to find out to what extent Bharati could be 

deemed a philosopher of unique and universal thought, to find out the 

mailto:sadhu.rangarajan@gmail.com
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depth of his contribution to the world thought and culture.  It is confined 

to three main divisions viz., Religious Philosophy, Social Philosophy 

and Political Philosophy of Mahakavi Bharati.  

 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

 

SADHU PROF. V. RANGARAJAN, Founder 

Trustee of Sister Nivedita Academy , Sri 

Bharatamata Gurukula Ashram and Bharatamata 

Mandir at Bangalore, inspired by his Siksha Guru, 

H.H. Swami Chinmayananda, and mentor, Sri 

Guruji Golwalkar, entered into dedicated service to 

the Hindu cause over five decades ago and 

shouldered important responsibilities in institutions 

like Chinmaya Mission, Rashtriya Swayamsevak 

Sangh, Viswa Hindu Parishad, Swami Vivekananda 

Medical Mission and Vivekananda Kendra. He served as editor of 

‗Hindustan Samachar‘ News Agency, English periodicals, ‗Yuva 

Bharati‘, ‗Vivekananda Kendra Patrika‘, and ‗Brahmavadin‘ and Tamil 

weekly ‗Vijaya Bharatam‘. He obtained a post-graduate degree in 

Philosophy with first class first rank in the Madras University in 1979, 

and registered for doctoral research on the ‗Philosophy of Mahakavi C. 

Subramania Bharati‘, through the Department of Philosophy of 

Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda College, Chennai. He was hoping to 

submit the thesis on the occasion of Bharati Centenary in 1982, but 

destiny willed otherwise, the research work was prolonged, the sadhu 

was drawn into the spiritual field and had to leave the shores of the 

country to serve the Hindu cause in South Africa, Mauritius and 

Reunion. He later received initiation from H.H. Yogi Ramsuratkumar of 

Tiruvannamalai and his deeksha guru instructed him to continue the 

research. The product of his research took the shape of a series of 

articles, covering the poet‘s religious, social and political philosophy, in 

the quarterly, TATTVA DARSANA, published by Sister Nivedita 

Academy, during the period 2002 to 2013. 

 

FOREWORD 

 

At the dawn of the twentieth century a group of sterling patriots were in 

action in India, then under the British rule.  They wanted their 

motherland‘s political freedom and proceeded to achieve it.  Yet, they 

were not mere politicians. They considered the Movement for Indian 
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independence as a yajna that the times called for.  Otherwise, they were 

in different fields of endeavour:  poetry, philosophy, teaching, trade and 

so on and were more concerned about the future of India‘s priceless 

culture.  Politics was not for them a personal opportunity to achieve a 

narrow goal like winning elections and becoming ministers. When we 

speak of the political philosophy of these pioneers, we should remember 

that there is no comparison between their political philosophy and the 

philosophy practiced by contemporary politicians. Theirs was a lofty, 

philosophy of human freedom and human unity that drew within it the 

best in Indian culture while ensuring a democratic polity for the nation:  

in short, India would have to hold aloft its Sanatana Dharma to become 

the Guru of the world. 

 

Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan has chosen to study the political philosophy 

of the Tamil poet, Subramania Bharati.  Prof. Rangarajan has been 

disciplined by the idealist-practical institution of Rashtriya 

Swayamsevak Sangh whose prime salutation is for the motherland.  For 

Subramania Bharati, motherland came first.  Thus the subject and the 

student are on an identical plane of consciousness to help the smooth 

progression of the study.   The many facets of Subramania Bharati 

which yet shone with a united brilliance are brought forth in this book 

in clear terms.  Appropriately we begin with Bharati‘s political 

philosophy. As we read the present thesis, we realize that Bharati was a 

totally secular person, but in its true sense. In his motherland all 

religions lived together in amity, and there was neither majority 

oppression nor pampering of minorities. In the same way casteism was 

to be rejected.  People of all classes from all the states were to stand 

together to work for their mother country.  No one was an 

―untouchable‖ and all the Indian brotherhood stood united under the 

maternal force of Bharat. 

 

Conceiving the land as one‘s mother came easily to Bharati and the 

conception led him to Shakti tattva which speaks in favour of 

strengthening the sinews of the Indian populace, associated as it is with 

energy. If personalities like Bal Gangadhar Tilak and Sri Aurobindo 

inspired Bharati in the political field, Shaktas like Sri Ramakrishna and 

Sister Nivedita helped him crystallize his approach to a personal deity, 

Shakti, to be the driving force in his life and works.  This brief interlude 

on Shakti tattva leads us naturally to Bharati‘s religious philosophy.  He 

was a Vedantin and translated Isavayopanishad and a portion of 

Kenopanishad. The Vedantic ideal of a flowing consciousness (the 
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Brahman) is the driving force behind many of his philosophical poems 

like ‗Parasiva Vellam‘., Contemplating upon Brahman leads one into 

the varied pathways of mysticism.  This draws the author to Bharati‘s 

Kuyil Pattu.  It is more than mere idle imagination for him.  He says:  

―The song portrays the attachment of Jeevatma to Paramaatma and the 

ultimate identification between the two.‖ Prof. Rangarajan also studies 

Bharati as a bhakta. For Bharati, faith associated with discrimination is 

true devotion.  And that comes from non-attachment while engaged in 

works. 

 

In this vigorous dissertation, Prof. Rangarajan has rightly noticed the 

influence Vallalar has had on Bharati‘s approach to religion. Like him, 

Bharati also prays for an indestructible body. This takes us to the 

Siddha influence on Bharati‘s religious convictions as also the Vedic 

stream that lighted his pathway ever since he began working with Sri 

Aurobindo on the significance of the Vedic hymns leading to the Tamil 

classic, Veda Rishikalin Kavithai. Philosophy of Bharati concludes 

with a detailed study of Bharati‘s social awareness that castigated 

untouchability and the poet‘s tireless writings and speeches for an 

enlightened approach to womanhood.  There was no question of high 

and low in matters of gender and intellectual capabilities.  Man and 

woman were equal partners in the yoga of living. In this matter, Sister 

Nivedita gave Bharati  firm guidance which transformed him into a 

champion of women‘s rights. 

 

This detailed study of Subramania Bharati‘s philosophy is most 

welcome at a time when the Indian body politic has been weakened by 

western influences, the visual media and political corruption.  Bharati 

was a universal man who had eschewed selfishness and small-

mindedness, a role model for India‘s citizens, young and old.  By 

placing this ideal before the reading public, especially the youth 

generation, Prof. Rangarajan has done a priceless service to the 

resurgence of Indian youth in the twenty-first century.                                                                                  

 

Mudhal Tirumaligai                                       Prema Nandakumar 

152/91, South Chitrai Street,  

Srirangam 620006  

19.3.15 
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REVIEWS 

 

PHILOSOPHY OF MAHAKAVI BHARATI 
 by Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan, 

Sister Nivedita Academy, 'Sri Bharati Mandir', Srinivasanagar, 

Kithaganur Main Road. Krishnarajapuram, Bangalore 560 036. www. 

sribharatamatamandir.org  

 

A literary critic wrote that none knew more French than Victor Hugo. It 

can similarly be said of Tagore, Pushkin, Lorca, Hafiz, Mirza Ghalib 

and Subramanian Bharati in regard to Bengali, Russian, Spanish, 

Persian, Urdu and Tamil. Bharati wrote: "Of all the languages I know 

(he was at home in at least eight), none is as sweet as Tamil." One has 

to read Bharati in Tamil to realise that, by the time he passed away at 

the age of 39 in 1921, he had made Tamil much sweeter than it ever 

was. And far more powerful.  

 

Bharati was a genius if there was one. His Tamil oeuvre is among the 

finest in world literature and a perennial obsession with the Tamil-

speaking people of every walk of life. In this highly readable. well-

researched book written in a simple. Unpretentious, natural, free-

flowing, limpid prose, the author gives a detailed, objective picture of 

Bharati the poet, philosopher, mystic, patriot, social reformer and 

revolutionary, though he seems to have left the analysis of Bharati's 

poetic art to experts. 

 

Bharati  was a deeply religious man, in the higher sense of the term. His 

pantheon had many gods but Kali takes a central place. He was a Shakta 

(Kali worshipper)  and also an Advaitin. Like Sri Ramakrishna. he 

could have claimed, quoting Ramprasad Sen, "Having known Kali 

Brahman, I have transcended duality."  

 

Swami Vivekananda's speeches had a deep impact on Bharati. On his 

way from Varanasi after attending a Congress Committee meeting, he 

met Swamiji's disciple Sister Nivedita and from then on Bharati started 

referring to her as his Guru and wrote a poem on her, his Jnana Guru. 

To her he owed his passion for women's emancipation, while to her 

Master his belief in service to mankind as a pre-requisite for Self-

realisation. Bharati rightly believed that Swamiji sowed the seeds of 

India's national movement.  
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Rangarajan quotes profusely from Bharati's poetic works to the delight 

of the Tamil reader but the translations are just adequate, failing to 

convey the magic, thrill and power of the original. However, neither he 

nor the other translators can be faulted for Bharati is not a translator's 

delight and he is yet to find his A.K. Ramanujan. What Romain Rolland 

said of Swami Vivekananda, "I cannot read a single sentence of his 

writings without getting electrified," would equally apply Bharati's 

poems. 

 

In the excellent chapter on Bharati's Religious Philosophy, the author 

throws light on the various aspects of Bharati's spirituality. Bharati sees 

clearly that there is no individual 'I' and he laments, "0 God, when will I 

stop saying 'I'?" He wants to be totally free of fear, anger, fear, lust, 

greed and hypocrisy. He sings that all these will be destroyed in love 

and that love is indestructible. Echoing the timeless words of the 

Sermon on the Mount and Hindu Scriptures, he sings "Oh good heart, 

bless the enemy." He deemed all that is done by men is God's deed. He 

believed that immortality was his birth right. Thanks to his close 

association with Sri Aurobindo, he gained deeper insights into the 

Vedas and his Tamil translations of some Vedic hymns are deemed by 

some to have the quality of mantras. He did not believe that the world is 

an illusion but is a manifestation of God. He believed that "Mother 

worship will save humanity for the supreme energy renders immortal all 

that reflects her beauty and fire."  

Rangarajan, an Hindutva enthusiast, has happily not passed over 

Bharati's great admiration for Gandhiji and his hailing him as an 

incarnation. Bharati in his song on Gandhi calls him the first and 

foremost among men on earth. However, while concurring with his 

gospel of Ahimsa, he made it clear that he would rather reward a hit 

with a hit. When Bharati left after meeting Gandhiji briefly at Madras in 

1919, Gandhiji told Rajaji and others present that Bharati was a national 

asset and should be taken care of.  

 

Rangarajan gives adequate space in his excellent book to Bharati's 

political philosophy and his role as a social reformer and revolutionary, 

his egalitarianism, his firm disapproval of superstition and dogmatism, 

narrowness of vision, his understanding of the varna (caste) but 

strongest disapproval of the present-day casteism, his deep concern for 

women's education and freedom, his respect for all that is good in 

tradition.  
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Fittingly, Rangarajan concludes his impressive book, with the eloquent 

tribute to the Mahakavi by Sarojini Naidu who wrote: "He is entitled, by 

his genius and his work, to rank among those who have transcended all 

limitations of race, language and continent and have become the 

universal possession of mankind." — Mumukshu 

 

[Mountain Path, Quarterly, October-December 2016, published by 

Ramanashram, Tiruvannamalai]  

 

*   *   * 

PHILOSOPHY OF MAHAKAVI BHARATI 

by Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan 

A Sister Nivedita Academy Publication, Sri Bharati Mandir, 

Srinivasanagar, Kithaganur Main Road, Krishnarajapuram, Bangalore 

— 560 036.         320 pages, Price Rs. 300/- 

  

Sadhu Prof V. Rangarajan, familiar to the Yuva Bharati readers as its 

former editor is an ardent devotee of Swami Vivekananda, Sister 

Nivedita, Mahakavi Bharati‘s Jnanaparampara. The Book under review 

which would have certainly got him the PhD for which he was working 

until his spiritual and journalistic urges seized all his attention and time, 

has at last seen the light of day. 

 

India has a great tradition of saint-poets and commentators. The 

Upanishads had Shankara, Madhva and the Visishthadvaitic scholars. 

The poems of the Shaivite greats, the Thevarams, were studied and out 

of that study came the philosophical system of Shaiva Siddhanta. The 

Alwars‘ 4000 verses were studied and systematic social and religious 

structures were built by Sri Ramanuja and other Acharyas. Tiruvalluvar 

had his own band of commentators and interpreters. 

 

The poets were all basically emotionally creative persons and their ideas 

vary and occupy a very wide range of philosophical ideas. For example 

though many attempts have been made to interpret the Gita Philosophy, 

any ordinary reader will agree that Gita talks about more than one 

system of philosophy. It is the very nature of poetry that it is very 

difficult to pack it in systems, forms and disciplines. Yet all efforts have 

been made to build systems on the foundation of the ―teachings‖ of 

Tiruvalluvar, Upanishad, Thevaram, 4000 Vaishnavaite verses and now 

Bharati. This systematisation has made use of much theological 
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inheritance too. Yet these creative poets, stand out with their 

spontaneity, power of expression, liveliness and time–transcending 

freshness, for which people adore them for hundreds and thousands of 

years. 

 

Bharati, who packed so much energy and power into his life of 39 years 

– thank God he was an early starter – had a vision of resurgent Bharat. 

He dreamt of Bharat, retaining its philosophical, spiritual and religious 

inheritance shaking off at the same time, its unwanted accretions. 

 

India‘s saints and saintly poets have apprehended the Ultimate Reality 

at two levels – Saguna and Nirguna – to use Sri Ramakrishna‘s words 

the Leela and the Nitya. This two-fold darshan is the genius of India. 

We have Kavya Kantha Ganapati who was an advaitin with Sri Ganesha 

on his Ishta, Vannacharabam and Arunagirinatha who were Advaitins 

with Kartikeya as their lshta devata, Shri Ramakrishna who was an 

Advaitin with Kali as his Ishta, Thayumanavar and Appayya Dikshita, 

Advaitins with Shiva as their Ishta, Tulsidasa, the advaitin with Sri 

Rama his lshta, the ruler of Aundh, an Advaitin with Surya as his Ishta. 

Similarly Swami Vivekananda and Mahatma Gandhi had their 

internationalism – Vishwa-Bandhutva rooted in their Patriotism, Love 

of their Motherland. This twofold loyalty, or the devotion to the two 

fold ideal, is uniquely Indian. It eludes many foreign observers and even 

men of religion. 

 

Bharati followed, as he said VAISHAKTAM, worshipping Vishnu, 

Shiva and Shakti. He was an advaitin will all these and all forms of God 

as his Ishta. But his love for Kali and Bharata Mata was very well 

known. 

 

Sadhu Prof V. Rangarajan‘s essay on the Religious philosophy of 

Bharati is comprehensive, well-argued and very coherent. While Bharat 

appears to reject Shankara‘s Mayavada Advaita in his famous poem 

Nirpaduvum, quoted by the essayist, it should be said that there are 

places where Bharati says that happiness, sorrow, youthfulness, wealth 

are all momentary appearances. 

  

A poet lives from moment to moment and his loyalty is not to any 

ideology but to his own earnestly felt experiences which he would catch 

and enshrine in his poetry. It is for others to see the coherence, 
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continuity, ideological orientation and philosophical vision in his 

writings. 

 

Bharati‘s social philosophy was to establish the equality of human 

beings everywhere. Eradication of man-made inequalities was his 

concern. He considered education as a great tool in bringing about his 

dreamt – revolution. 

 

His political philosophy leads him to worship Mother India and work 

for Her Freedom. 

 

Like a sponge, Bharati could absorb the best of every patriot, poet, 

philosopher, Siddha with whom his benign fate brought him into 

contact. But what he learnt he thoroughly digested and expressed his 

sincerely felt ideas in powerful poetry. 

 

We can thank the learned professor for his labour of love. We can 

expect him to bring out his remarks on Bharati‘s literary philosophy and 

Bharati‘s aesthetics. At a time when the Rasa shastra is emerging as a 

full-fledged path of yoga, instead of being merely a part of Bhakti yoga, 

Bharati‘s contribution will be found remarkable, and path breathing. 

 

They say in a labour of love, the strain of labour should not be visible. 

Prof. Rangarajan‘s work is a product of true love. Every reader will 

benefit from studying this book. 

 

A word about the translation into English. They are sincere and simple. 

The others who have translated Bharati‘s poems into English are 1) Dr. 

Prema Nanda Kumar who wrote Bharati‘s biography for the Sahitya 

Akademi 2) Dr. K. Swaminathan who has translated many poems and 

3) Rajaji who has translated a few poems. 

 

Bharati himself was a master translator, his Vande Mataram being a 

jewel.  

N. KRISHNAMOORTI 

 

 [―Yuva Bharati‖ Monthly, December 2016, published by 

Vivekananda Kendra, Chennai] 
 

*   *   * 
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PHILOSOPHY OF MAHAKAVI BHARATI by Sadhu Prof. V Rangarajan 

Bharatamata Gurukula Ashram and Yogi Ramsuratkumar 

Indological Research Centre, Sister Nivedita Academy, 'Sri Bharati 

Mandir', Srinivasanagar, Kithaganur Main Road, Krishnarajapuram, 

Bengaluru 560 036; www. sribharatamatamandir.org; 320 pp., PB, 

Rs.300. 

 

The writings of any eminent poet are not only a treasure trove of 

poetic finesse, vaulting imagination, and vibrant thoughts but a 

magic mirror that vividly reflects the poet's bent of philosophy. 

Mahakavi Bharati's prolific writings are no exception to this general 

rule. The book under review analyses a few of his vast literary output 

and discerns distinct strands of philosophy running through them. 

This book begins by giving a brief outline of the poet's philosophy. It 

is pointed out that the poet's philosophy is wide-ranging and spans 

the fields of religion, culture, sociology, politics, ethics, aesthetics, 

economics, and literature. The book under review, however, 

confines its study to the domains of religious philosophy, social 

philosophy, and political philosophy. The author picks up the relevant 

ideas scattered in the poet's writings, strings them together, and 

charts a cohesive graph of the poet's philosophy. The salient features 

of the poet's philosophy, as set forth by the author, are given in the 

following passages. 

 

The kernel of the poet's religious philosophy consists in his 

acceptance of Advaita, which proclaims the non-dualistic Brahman 

as the ultimate Reality and his conviction that this Absolute 

manifests as the pluralistic universe marked by mind-boggling 

multiplicities. The multiplicities are, according to the poet, not 

mithya or illusory but the genuine expressions of the one Divinity and 

hence possess the reality of the ground of Existence. 

 

The poet's Advaita is realistic and fashioned on the model of 

Aurobindo's metaphysics. Parashakti, the poet's chosen ideal, is a 

quintessential manifestation of Brahman and commands the love and 

veneration of the poet in full measure. The poet revels in worshipping 

God as Mother. The great devotee of Mother, the epitome of primal 

Energy, energizes and intensifies his innate sentiment of patriotism 

into a mighty force when he intuits his Bharata Mata as Parashakti. 

The secret of his explosive patriotism lies in his poetic genius of 

synergizing the devotion to the Goddess, daiva bhakti and the de-
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votion to Bharata Mata, desha bhakti. Once this feat of the poet in 

consummating the fusion of the twin streams of devotion to Mother 

Goddess and devotion to the Motherland is grasped, all his other 

convictions and beliefs in the triple spheres of religious philosophy, 

political philosophy, and social philosophy are found to be the logical 

corollaries of his master conviction of the basic identity of the Mother 

Goddess and the Motherland. 

 

At the political and the social level, the poet is portrayed as a fiery 

nationalist with a burning passion to smash the fetters of bondage of 

Bharata Mata. He upholds the ideal of national integration in his 

poems. He is shown as a champion of the underdog, as a pioneer of 

the emancipation of woman, as an indefatigable fighter for the 

ideals of liberty, equality, and fraternity, as a vehement critic of 

casteism and untouchability, as against the wholesome varna and 

ashrama enunciated in Hindu scriptures, and as a passionate lover of 

the Tamil language. He is shown as an advocate of egalitarianism, as a 

radical and rebel fulminating against all social evils, and as a dyed-in-

the- wool liberal with a remarkable catholicity of outlook. 

 

For all his extreme devotion to Parashakti, the poet avoids the 

suicidal pitfall of fanaticism. He has sung in praise not only of other 

gods and goddesses of Hindu pantheon but has extolled Allah and 

Jesus also in his hymns. Thus, his religious philosophy consists in 

his deep respect for other faiths and languages, his steadfast devotion 

to Sanatana Dharma and his Vedantic wisdom marked by unitive 

vision and integral experience. His unique genius lies in his 

emerging as a synthesiser of religion and patriotism, thereby 

accomplishing the feat of mutual rejuvenation of these two 

sentiments. The poet is a firm believer in the concept of being 

liberated even when living, jivanmukti. He comes under the benign 

influence of such stalwarts as Sister Nivedita whom he accepts as his 

jnana guru, Sri Aurobindo, Sri Ramakrishna, Swami Vivekananda, 

Vallalar, and V V S Aiyar. His devotional face that is charmingly 

progressive and emits scriptural radiance, comes into sharp focus 

when he adopts the various moods of devotion and conceives of 

Sri Krishna in different patterns of relationship. He is an incorrigible 

optimist with infectious hopes of the quick end of Kali Yuga and happy 

advent of Treta Yuga. The poet claims to be a Siddha, 'a worshipper 

of the will, pure and simple, the shakti of God‘. He is influenced by 

Western poets like Shelley and has the credentials to be ranked as an 
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international poet. He is quite fluent in English and has many 

English writings to his credit. His nationalism, though extremely 

virile, does not go berserk but recognises the utility and 

indispensability of a healthy dose of internationalism. His views on 

education and language are very progressive. The poet is a warm 

admirer of Sanskrit and considers it worthy to be the national 

language. He is a prophetic poet, who predicts many achievements 

in India in the fields of science and technology. 

 

A remarkable merit of this book is that many songs of the poet are 

given in Tamil as well as in English transliteration. The meanings 

of the poems are given in English. These poems, which are 

representative of his diverse thoughts and convictions, are the raw 

material from which the poet's philosophical persuasions are 

deduced to weave a convincing tapestry of his rich philosophy. 

 

This book has a useful bibliography. The above ideas are recorded in 

five parts under the titles, `Concept of Shakti in Mahakavi Bharati's 

Philosophy', 'Religious Philosophy of Mahakavi Bharati', `Political 

Philosophy of Mahakavi Bharati', 'Social Philosophy of Mahakavi 

Bharati', and 'Various Influences in the Philosophy of Mahakavi 

Bharati'. This book is certainly a scholarly dissertation that admirably 

raises the architecture of philosophy of the patriot-philosopher-poet 

on convincing foundations of intensive study and research. 

 

N. Hariharan, Madurai 

 

[Prabhuddha Bharata or Awakened India, Monthly, April 2017, 

published by the Ramakrishna Order, Advaita Ashrama, 

Kolkata700 014] 

*  *   * 

 

PHILOSOPHY OF MAHAKAVI BHARATI By Sadhu Prof. V. 

Rangarajan 

Published by Author, Sister Nivedita Academy, Sri Bharati Mandir, 

Srinivasanagar, Kithaganur Road, Krishnarajapuram, Bangalore-

560036. E-mail: Sadhu.rangarajan@gmail.com, 2015, paperback, 

pp.320, Rs.300, U.S. $15. 

 

The book is a scholarly attempt to glean, from the prolific literary 

outpourings of Mahakavi Bharati, his philosophic persuasions and 
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construct out of them a credible philosophical framework. At the outset 

is a brief outline of the poet-patriot‘s philosophy of life. This outline is 

elaborated in five parts. 

 

In Part I titled ‗Concept of Shakti in Mahakavi Bharati‘s Philosophy‘ 

such topics as the poet‘s deep devotion to the Primal Being conceived 

as the Mother, his high-voltage patriotism born out of his conviction of 

the identity of Para Shakti and his Motherland, his practical Vedanta 

that, far from dismissing the universe as maya, envisions it as the 

manifestation of Brahman, his leanings towards Shaktism, his coming 

under the influence of Sri Aurobindo, Sister Nivedita, Swami 

Vivekananda and Sri Ramakrishna and his choice of Sister Nivedita as 

his jnana guru are discussed. 

 

Part II titled ‗Religious Philosophy of Mahakavi Bharati‘ portrays the 

poet as deeply religious and anchored in Vedantic verities. His vision of 

the immanence and transcendence of God, the surfacing of the elements 

of visishtadvaita and advaita in his writings, his unitive vision, his 

respect for other religions, his faith in the discipline of bhakti and 

prapatti, his flair for intermingling the sentiments daiva bhakti and 

desha bhakti, his spirit of mysticism, his faith in the doctrine of jivan 

mukti, his rejection of fatalism, and his advocacy of fearlessness and 

detachment are highlighted as the features of his religious philosophy. 

 

In Part III titled ‗Political Philosophy of Mahakavi Bharati‘ and Part IV 

titled ‗Social Philosophy of Mahakavi Bharati‘, his spirit of patriotism 

and nationalism, his yearning for political freedom, his loyalty to the 

watchwords of liberty, equality and fraternity, his censure of casteism, 

his espousal of women‘s emancipation, his radicalism and 

internationalism, his progressive views on education and language, his 

inclusive and catholic outlook and his prophetic views on science and 

technology are all shown to be the logical corollaries of his overarching 

spirit of devotion and patriotism. Part V examines the various 

influences in the philosophy of the poet. The poet‘s Tamil songs, with 

English transliteration and meaning, are profusely quoted to reinforce 

the substance of his philosophy. The ‗Endnotes‘ gives useful 

information about literature on the poet. The book is a rich mine of 

information to understand the poet‘s fecund philosophy. 

N. HARIHARAN, MADURAI 

[Vedanta Kesari, Monthly. Published by Sri Ramakrishna Math, 

Chennai-600 004] 
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Philosophy of Mahakavi Bharati 
V.S.R.K. 

 

Philosophy of Mahakavi Bharati by Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan 

Publisher: Sister Nivedita Academy, ‗Sri Bharati Mandir‘, 

Srinivasanagar, Kithaganur Main Road, Krishnarajaopuram, Bengaluru-

560 036. Ph: 9448275935. Price:Rs. 300/- Pages: 320  

 

Piety, poetry and patriotism characterised Mahakavi C. Subramania 

Bharati (Dec.1, 1882-Sept.11, 1921). In terms of respect and 

endearment, he was called Bharatiyar in Tamil Nadu. Piety was to be 

expected of one born in an orthodox Brahmin family in the last decade 

of the 19th century. His birthplace was Ettayapuram, a Zamindari tract 

in Tirunelveli District, where the residents led a simple life marked by 

devotion to God and adherence to moral principles and ritual practices. 

Bharatiyar was devoted to Sri Krishna and Shakti, the Supreme 

Goddess. He believed in the advaitic view of Brahman as the ultimate 

Reality.  

 

Poetry came naturally to him; 'He lisped in numbers, for the numbers 

came'. A boyhood incident illustrates his poetic gift. His father, 

Chinnaswami lyer, who wanted his son to be proficient in mathematics 

and take to machine-minding (engineering) in life, once gave him some 

problems to work out. Instead of attempting to solve them, the boy 

wrote on his slate a chain of rhythmic words to suggest that arithmetic 

was as bitter as castor seeds. The words were: Kanakku (maths), 

pinakku, vanakku, manakku, aamanakku (the last word meaning castor 

oil).  

As he grew up, poetry, marble-smooth and crystal clear, blossomed like 

lotus in the pond of his mind and covered it fully. Bharatiyar used this 

gift to kindle patriotism, promote bhakti and encourage social reform. 

He handled a variety of forms to appeal to young minds and wise heads. 

He wrote about 250 poems, short and long, that fell into the following 

categories:  

1. Patriotic songs  

2. Devotional songs  

3. Philosophical songs  

4. Miscellaneous (on social reform, ethics, etc.)  
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It was poetry, poetry all the way. He also wrote some prose pieces 

including stories in Tamil and English by way of exposition of his 

thoughts. He read widely in these languages besides Hindi and Sanskrit 

in which he was quite proficient.  

 

The incipient aspiration for the freedom of the country caught the 

Promethean fire when he attended the Calcutta session of the Congress 

presided over by Sir Surendranath Bannerjee (1848-1925). More 

important for his personal ideological convictions was his meeting with 

Sister Nivedita, a disciple of Swami Vivekananda. If the Congress 

session intensified his passion for freedom, the sagacious counsel of 

Sister Nivedita fortified his views about social reform, particularly in 

regard to the rights of women. In an orthodox milieu, Bharatiyar held 

the most progressive ideas about dowry, equality of women and widow 

remarriage. It is said that he found Swami Vivekananda and Gandhiji 

rather lukewarm in their attitude towards widow re-marriage. The Surat 

session of the Congress in 1907 drew him close to Tilak and Sri 

Aurobindo, who led the extremist section. The extremists preferred 

revolutionary action to the 'prayers and petitions' of the moderates in the 

struggle for freedom.  

 

Bharatiyar was then working in a Tamil newspaper called 

Swadeshamitran (he joined it in 1904), in Chennai. The editor, G. 

Subramania Iyer, though aware of Bharatiyar‘s poetic talent, chose to 

give him more translation work; he apprehended that, given a free hand, 

Bharatiyar would give free expression to his revolutionary ideas and 

invite the wrath of the Government. In those days, this would have 

meant the closure of the newspaper establishment. Yet, Bharatiyar did 

write poems which brought him an admiring group of friends drawn 

from the enlightened section of society.  

 

After his return from Calcutta, Bharatiyar left the newspaper and 

became the editor of a weekly journal called India. Bhatiyar's pen knew 

no rest and his writings, notably poems, gave a luminous tinge to the 

pages of the journal. Suspecting an intent to sedition, the government 

alerted the police who started scrutinising Bharatiyar's writings. When 

an arrest was imminent, Bharatiyar, on the advice of his friends, sought 

refuge in Pondicherry (now Puducherry), then a French enclave. This 

happened in 1908. One notable event before his departure was the 

release of a collection of his poems, thanks to the large-heartedness of a 

judge of the Madras High Court, Sir V. Krishnaswamy lyer.  
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Bharatiyar spent the next ten years in Pondicherry. Penniless on arrival 

and a total stranger to the people, he slowly gained their goodwill and 

along with that, the trust of an admiring group of poetry-lovers. He 

started writing in journals such as Vijaya, Suryodayam, Karmayogi and 

Dharmam, launched (and closed) at different stages during the decade 

of his stay in Pondicherry. He could also publish collections of his 

poems. By the time he left the place, his reputation as a poet was well 

established.  

 

There was a unique meeting of great minds when, on April 10, 1910, 

Bharatiyar, along with V. V. S. lyer, received Sri Aurobindo in 

Pondicherry. The two met regularly and exchanged ideas not only about 

freedom but on Vedic texts and other religious lore. A biographer of Sri 

Aurobindo has said that, unfortunately, Bharatiyar kept no record of his 

discussion with the Mahayogi. Bharatiyar is reported to have been 

against Sri Aurobindo's quitting politics.  

The ten years of life as a fugitive from law in Pondicherry came to an 

end in 1918. Bharatiyar was then 36. This period saw the poet rising to 

his full stature and acquiring a reputation as a patriot extraordinary, 

rousing his countrymen's fighting spirit from stupor for winning 

freedom. He conjured up a picture of a free India and urged the people 

to exult in it. He wanted them to eschew caste distinctions, fear and 

ignorance, hold women in dignity and honour, live in harmony with 

men of different faiths, love nature and God and be rooted in the Vedic 

way of life. In Tamil literature, he inaugurated a new era named after 

himself.  

 

After leaving Pondicherry, Bharatiyar lived for sometime in villages 

south of Tamil Nadu. He returned to Chennai in 1919 to re-join 

Swadeshamitran. In 1920, he met Gandhiji for the first time. Gandhiji 

wanted his Congress followers 'to take care of the poet', while 

Bharatiyar hailed Gandhiji as one who gave the country 'a new birth' 

and earned undying fame as a leader.  

 

Bharatiyar's end came rather abruptly. While feeding a friendly temple 

elephant in the city, he was caught in its trunk and thrown at a distance. 

A badly bruised lover of animals --Bharatiyar staunchly believed in the 

unity of creation -- was on the sick-bed for three months before he 

passed away on Sept.11, 1921.  
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Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan deals in this book not with Bharatiyar as a 

poet but with his 'philosophy' (basic thought in relation to religion, 

society and politics). The subject was a Hobson's choice as he intended 

to obtain a doctorate from Madras University. He gave up the research 

work at one stage and resumed it after a lapse of time; he started 

completing the work by contributing articles on the subject to his own 

quarterly journal Tattva Darsana . The present book is a compilation of 

these articles combined with whatever he had written earlier. The 

academic format remains with countless quotations, some of them not 

quite relevant.  

 

Unfortunately, the book contains no life-sketch of Bharatiyar or even a 

chronological list of the main events of his life. This is a serious lacuna, 

Another question arises. Is there a separate philosophical basis for each 

of Bharatiya‘s thoughts on various subjects? He was essentially a man 

of religion and his conception of the country as Mother (Bharatamata) 

arose from that religion, the tantric part of it. He was, perhaps, 

impressed by Bankimchandra's Vande Mataram but not influenced by 

It. His own conception was an offshoot of his religious faith; one need 

not go farther than Devi Maahaatmyam. He had progressive views on 

social and political matters. He hailed the 1917 Russian Revolution.  

 

The publication of the book is timely, nonetheless. It should remind the 

people how gifted poet-patriots like Bharatiyar visualised a conflict-free 

India (in stark contrast to the present broken-mirrored view), and the 

sacrifices they made to break the shackles of Mother India.  

 

[Bhavan‘s Journal, Fortnightly, Published by Bharatiya Vidya 

Bhavan, Chowpathi, Mumbai-400 007] 

 

*     *     * 

 

Philosophy of Maha Kavi Bharati: by Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan, 

Published by: Bharatamata Gurukula Ashram & Yogi Ramsurat Kumar 

Indological Research Centre, Sister Nivedita Academy, "Sri Bharati 

Mandir', Srinivasanagar, Kithaganur Main Road, Krishnarajapuram, 

Bangalore 560 036, India. (Phone: 091-80.36610935, Cell: 94482 

75935), e-mail: sadhu.rangarajan.com, Website: 

sribharatamatamandir.org . Paperback iks. 300/- U.S. $ 16.00  
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The author, with utmost care and precision, delineates the philosophy of 

the Tamil poet, C, Subramania Bharati, the core of which resides in our 

ancient wisdom, and yet is pragmatic and applicable even in modern 

times.  
 

The work has been divided into three categories — Religious 

Philosophy, Social Philosophy and Political Philosophy. These provide 

strong links for the youth of today, to connect with the deep wisdom 

and knowledge of our past, to shore up and form a strong and 

indestructible foundation for the present, which cannot be swayed by 

the negative and ephemeral influences of the current, westernized 

modem age. 

 

[EAST AND WEST SERIES, October 2017] 

 

 

 

PHILOSOPHY FOR PEOPLE IN FAMILIES 

 

―There is a tradition in our country which says that ‗the world is 

an illusion‘. Let the Sannyasins go on proclaiming it. I am not 

bothered about it at present. Will it suit to the people in families? 

Could it be uttered in the house? Is it not inauspicious? Is the 

house and land left for us by our father illusory? The wife stands 

there as a golden statue. She has wept for all our sufferings; she 

has delighted in all our happiness; she has brought up our 

children; is she illusion? Are the children illusions? I ask the 

parents. Are the children illusion? Is the family deity that we 

worship in our house an illusion? 

 

"The above philosophy is not suitable for those who run the 

household. What we need in this world is four things, long life, 

diseaselessness, wisdom and wealth. We must fervently pray to 

our family deities to give us these.  All the Gods are one. We 

must see divine light in Dharma, Artha and Kama, all the three. 

Once we see the divine light, then the fourth state, Moksha, will 

come of its own accord.‖ 

 

-- Mahakavi Bharatiyar 
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News & Notes 

 

A CLARION CALL TO RAMA BHAKTAS 

 
Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan, Spiritual Head of Bharatamata Gurukula 

Ashram and founder of Sri Bharatamata Mandir, Krishnarajapuram, 

Bangalore, made a fervent appeal to Rama Bhakatas inside the country 

and abroad to take a sankalpa to chant the Ramanama Taraka, Aum Sri 

Ram Jai Ram Jai Jai Ram, every day at least 108 times, praying for the 

successful completion of the Sri Rama Mandir construction at 

Ramajanmabhoomi, Ayodhya. He addressed a meeting organized by the 

Viswa Hindu Parisahd at Angad Heights, Ramamoorthy Nagar, 

Bangalore, on Friday, December 11, 2020, to launch the fund raising 

drive of VHP for Ram Mandir, which was attended by karyakarthas of 

VHP, Bhajrang Dal, Hindu Jagaran Vedike and other Hindu institutions. 

He also appealed to every Hindu to contribute at least Re.1/- for the 

temple project and said, if 100 crores of Hindus respond, it will be no 

less than 100 crores of rupees.  

 

Sadhuji recalled that before his initiation as the sishya of Bhagavan 

Yogi Ramsuratkumar of Tiruvannamalai, he had the opportunity to 

work as a full time worker of VHP and later of Vivekananda Kendra. 

He remembered the days when he used to go from village to village in 

Tamilnadu to raise funds for the grand Vivekananda Rock Memorial at 

Kanyakumari, collecting donation by distributing picture post cards of 

Swami Vivekananda, each of the value of Re. 1/- to each and every 

villager,-- among the farmers, poor vendors on the roadside, labourers, 

tea stall owners, housewives, -- and everyone came forward to receive 

the picture post card. He said, out of rupees one crore and eightyfive 

lakhs that was collected for the Vivekananda Rock Memorial, Rs. 1 

crore came from the sale of the one rupee picture cards all over the 

country, in every nook and corner of the nation from Kanyakumari to 

Kashmir. He asked the VHP workers to follow the example set by Sri 

Eknath Ranade, founder of the Rock Memorial, and conduct such a 

massive campaign throughout the country for the Ram Mandir project, 

so that every Hindu can proudly say that his share is in the work. 
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Sadhuji said, after his initiation by Bhagavan Yogi Ramsuratkumar in 

1988, he was asked by his Master to take up the work of spreading 

Ramnam inside the country and abroad for the fulfilment of the 

sankalpa of Mataji Krishnabai of Anandashram, my Master's 

Gurubhagini and illustrious disciple of Papa Ramdas of Anandashram, 

Kanhangad, to collect 15,500 crores of Ramnam Japa chanting counts 

for world peace from devotees all over the world. Before the 

Mahasamadhi of Mataji, more than 1750 crores of Nama Japa counts 

were collected. With the blessings of Yogi Ramsuratkumar, the World 

Ramnam Movement was launched by Yogi Ramsuratkumar Youth 

Association, a wing of Sister Nivedita Academy founded by this sadhu, 

to help in the fulfilment of the target of Mataji. While this sadhu was 

travelling in UP for Ramnam prachar, the Ramajanmabhoomi Kar Seva 

movement was in its peak. On October 26, 1990, when this sadhu was 

proceeding from Lucknow to Prayag, this sadhu was detained by the 

police. There was a ban on the entry of Kar sevaks into UP and only a 

couple of days ahead, Sri L.K. Advani, leader of the BJP, who was on a 

Rath Yatra to Ayodhya, was apprehended. The sadhu was accompanied 

by Sri R.K. Lal, President of Rama Tirtha Prathishthan, and others and 

when those accompanying the sadhu protested, the police officer 

expressed his helplessness as it was Government order, However, on 

way to Prayag, the sadhu was presented before Sri T.S. Sinha, who was 

a Deputy Collector and who assured the police officer that he will take 

care of the sadhu and the sadhu was therefore left in his bungalow. Sri 

T.S. Sinha not only organised a grand satsang of his friends and 

relatives in his house for Ramanam prachar, but also took over the 

responsibility of the World Ramanam Movement in U.P., 

accompanying the sadhu in his travels in the state in later days. Sri 

Sinha also visited Tiruvannamalai to have darshan of sadhu's Master,  

Bhagavan Yogi Ramsuratkumar. After hearing the details of the 

happenings in UP, Bhagavan predicted in 1990 that the Ram 

Mandir will come up in Ayodhya and also that in the twentifirst 

century, Rama Rajya will come. His predictions are coming true. 

 

Sadhuji said, Rama Janma Bhoomi is not Ayodhya alone, but the whole 

of the nation from Kanyakumari to Kashmir, as Lord Rama Himself has 

proclaimed, "Ishwaakoonaam iyam bhoomi, sasaila vana kaananaa"—

"This is the land of Ishwakus (the royal clan of Lord Rama), including 

all the hills, mountains, forests and dales". It is the duty of every Hindu 

inside the country and settled abroad to see that this holy land of 

Bharatavarsha emerges once again as the Loka Guru, as the 
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punyabhoomi, mokshabhoomi, karmabhoomi where humanity will find 

the highest empyrean. For the ushering in of the Rama Rajya once again 

in this sacred land, we have to take the sankalpa of chanting the 

Ramanama Taraka Mantra.  

 

Sadhuji appealed to all Ram Bhaktas to join the World Ramnam 

Movement and send their daily Ramnam Japa Counts to the 

headquarters of the movement in Sri Bharatamata Mandir, Bangalore, 

by post, e-mail or whatsapp. Those who undertake likhit japa can send 

their note books and papers to the Mandir address. After the fulfilment 

of the Mahasankalpa of Mataji Krishnabai for 15,500 crore nama japa, 

the second round of 15,500 crore nama japa campaign was held and 

now the third round is in progress and has reached 9000 crores. The 

japa counts received by the World Ramnam Movement are regularly 

forwarded to Anandashram every month to be included in the 

Mahayagna counts.  

 

Sri B.K. Srinivasamoorthy, who has been doing poojas, abhishekas, 

homas, etc., in Sri Bharatamata Mandir right from its inception and a 

dedicated Swayamsevak of RSS, conducted a grand Ramanama Havan. 

Sri H.R. Nagaraj, President of Haridas Sang, and Swami 

Chandresananda, Spiritual Head of Sri Ramakrishna Vivekananda Seva 

Kendra, Bangalore, also addressed the gathering.   

 

 APPEAL TO DEVOTEES OF BHAGAVAN YOGI 

RAMSURATKUMAR 

 
Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan, initiated disciple of Bhagavan Yogi 

Ramsuratkumar, called upon the devotees of Bhagavan to actively carry 

ahead the World Ramnam Movement launched by the Yogi 

Ramsuratkumar Youth Association at the behest of the Master, with a 

new Sankalpa to see the successful completion of Sri Rama Mandir at 

Ayodhya.  

 

Sadhu addressed the 

devotees on the topic "Yogi 

Ramsuratkumar in my life" 

narrating his experiences 

with Bhagavan in a 

Facebook talk online, 
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organised by Abhayam—the Divine Shelter, Yogi Ramsuratkumar 

Bhajan Mandir, Chennai, from 7-30 PM to 8-30 PM on Sunday, 

December 13, 2020. Sadhuji narrated in detail the direction that he 

received from Divine Mother Mayi of Kanyakumari to meet his Guru, 

Yogi Ramsuratkumar at Tiruvannamalai, and his first meeting of the 

Master on 1
st
 September 1984, and his next visit to His abode with a 

devotee couple from the Divine Life Society of  South Africa on 

January 12,1985, when the whole country was celebrating Swami 

Vivekananda's Jayanti as National Youth Day. When the couple invited 

Him to visit South Africa, he jovially said, "Mount Arunachala cannot 

move from Tiruvannamalai" and asked them to invite Sadhu to preach 

to the Hindus there. With Bhagavan's blessings, Sadhu got the 

opportunity to visit South Africa when he was invited to visit the 

country, to edit the Yoga Lessons for Children published by the Divine 

Life Society of South Africa, and he toured the country as well as 

Mauritius and Reunion Island from November 1985 to February 1986. 

Sadhuji also spoke about the Benediction given by Swami Chidananda, 

World President of the Divine Life Society, Rishikesh, to the biography 

of Yogi Ramsuratkumar written by him under the title, GLIMPSES OF 

A GREAT YOGI, which was released by Bhagavan Himself. Sadhuji 

narrated how most unexpectedly  Bhagavan walked into the Banyan 

Tree Cave Ashram on the top of Arunachala Hill where Sadhu had gone 

to address the Jayanti of Papa Ramdas, the Guru of Yogiji,  on April 

26,1988, when he received the unique grace and blessing of Bhagavan 

by  being initiated by Him into the Ramnam Taraka Mantra, Aum Sri 

Ram Jai Ram Jai Jai Ram, and the command of the Master to take up as 

his life's mission as a Sadhu, the spreading of the Ramanam inside the 

country and abroad, for the fulfilment of   the 15,500 crore nama japa 

yagna started by Mataji Krishnabai of Anandashram, His Gurubhagini. 

Bhagavan had also sent ochre robes to the Sadhu through his son, 

Vivekanandan, who had started the Yogi Ramsuratkumar Youth 

Association as a wing of Sister Nivedita Academy to spread the World 

Ramnam Movement inside and outside the country. After the initiation 

by the Master and His declaration that from that time onwards,  "Sadhu 

will be His instrument for His Master's work", each and every action of 

the Sadhu inside the country and abroad was done with the knowledge 

and blessings of his Master till the latter's Mahasamadhi. Bhagavan, 

along with Ma Devaki and  Sudama Sisters, attended an Akhanda Rama 

Nama Yagna organized by the Youth Association at Oya Madam in 

Tiruvannamalai and stayed with the Sadhu and other participants for a 

day and night. Sadhu narrated how Bhagavan protected Sadhu during 
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his travels inside the country and abroad in spreading His mission.  He 

also said, his Master used him as right hand man and emissary and 

summoned him for assistance whenever some crisis arose while 

executing the mission of setting up His Ashram and whenever some 

misguided devotees created problems for Him. Sadhu narrated how 

Bhagavan commanded Sadhu to introduce Ma Devaki as His "Eternal 

Slave" through TATTVA DARSANA, published by Sister Nivedita 

Academy and dedicated to His mission, how Bhagavan strongly 

defended Sadhu when Sadhu was criticised for obeying the commands 

of his Master, how Bhagavan emphatically declared, "Sadhu 

Rangarajan is my principal disciple" and He even asked Sadhu to give 

up all other work for some time and be by His side to see to the 

construction work of the Asshram at Tiruvannamalai.  Bhagavan 

blessed every issue of the journal by releasing it and Himself 

distributing the copies to other devotees. Sadhu also narrated how He 

blessed the setting up of Bharatamata Gurukula Ashram & Yogi 

Ramsuratkumar Indological Research Centre at Bangalore on 16
th
 

September 1999. The consecration of Sri Bharatamata Mandir at 

Bangalore, in the Ashram premises was done by H.H. Sri Viswesha 

Theertha of Udipi Pejawar Mutt in the presence of the former Joint 

General Secretary of RSS, Sri H.V. Seshadri on the occasion of 

Bhagavan Yogi Ramsuratkumar Jayanti Celebrations on December 7, 

2004.  

 

Sadhu recalled, when Swami Satchidananda, Gurubhai of Bhagavan 

came to Tiruvannamalai to lay the foundation for the Yogi 

Ramsuratkumar Ashram, Bhagavan commanded Sadhu to accompany 

the Swamy from Chennai to Tiruvannamalai. In the presence of both the 

great Masters, Sadhu broached a proposal to hold an International 

Ramanam Convention in which Ramnam devotees from all over the 

world could participate. Both of them blessed the proposal and the 

Swamy assured in the presence of Bhagavan that if the latter is 

attending the convention, He will also come wherever it is. 

Unfortunately the proposal could not materialize before the 

Mahasamadhi of both of them.  In 1990, when the Rama Janmabhoomi 

Karseva Movement was at its peak,  Sadhu who visited UP for Ramnam 

Prachar was apprehended by U.P. Police at Rae Barely when he was 

travelling to Ayodhya from Lucknow via Prayag . Sri T.S. Sinha, the 

former Deputy Collector of Allahabad, persuaded the police officer to 

leave the Sadhu in his residence, and later Sri T.S, Sinha himself 

became the Convener of Ramnam Movement in U.P., and had darshan 
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of Bhagavan at Tiruvannamalai,  Bhagavan had assured then, "Ram 

Mandir will come up in Ram Janmabhoomi, Ayodhya, and in the 

twentyfirst century Ramarajya will come". His prediction is coming true 

and now it is for the devotees of Bhagavan to take up the Ramnam 

Mahayagna seriously for the completion of the Ram Mandir project. We 

do hope, the proposal of World Ramnam Movement to hold an 

International Ramnam Convention which has already got the blessings 

of Bhagavan and Swami Satchidananda will materialize before the 

consecration of the Ram Manadir at Ayodhya and the present 

restrictions of international travel due to Corona will go and devotees 

from abroad will be able to travel to India to attend the function. It is for 

devotees of Bhagavan and the World Ramnam Movement to take up the 

initiative to organize the convention at a suitable time and venue in the 

course of the coming year or before the opening of Ram Mandir in 

Ayodhya and we appeal to all Hindu organizations, mutts and missions 

to come forward to help us  in organizing it. In consultation with the 

conveners of Ramnam Movement inside the country and abroad, we 

will chalk out a programme. In the meanwhile we appeal to all devotees 

to take up incessant chanting of Ramnam and send their Japa Counts to 

Sri Bharatamata Mandir, Krishnarajapuram, Bangalore, every month 

without fail. 

 

The 15,500 crore nama japa yagna started by Mataji was successfully 

completed long back and the second round of 15, 500 crore japa yagna 

also got successfully completed, Now, the third round of 15, 500 crore 

nama japa yagna is in progress and about 2000 crores have been 

completed. If we all can put our shoulders together we can see that the 

third round is also completed soon. The Ramnam counts received by the 

World Ramnam Movement are reported every month to Anandashram, 

Kanhangad, Kasargod Dt., Kerala, to be included in the Mahayagna 

counts. Let us all pull together this Chariot of Jagannath to see the 

coming up the magnificent edifice of Ram mandir in Ayodhya and the 

emergence of Ramarajya in this holy land of Bharatavarsha which will 

emerge as the Loka Guru, 

Vande Mataram! Jai Sri Ram! Jai Yogi Ramsuratkumar! 

 

GEETA JAYANTI & BHAGAVAD GEETA PARAYAN 

 

Srimad Bhagavad Gita Jayanti was celebrated and all the eighteen 

chapters of Bhagavad Gita were  recited by more than hundred and fifty 
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devotees in a colourful function held under the auspices of Vishwa 

Hindu Parishad. Krishnarajapuram, at R.K. Convention hall,  

Basavanapura, 

Bangalore on 

Sunday, 

December 28, 

2020. Sadhu 

Prof. V. 

Rangarajan and 

other 

distinguished 

guests lighted 

the lamp and inaugurated the function. Sri H.R. Nagaraj of Haridas 

Sangh, Smt. Vasudha of Durga Vahini, Swami Chandreshananda of Sri 

Ramakrishna Vivekananda Sadhana Kendra, Sri Nandish Reddy, Ex-

MLA, participated and addressed the audience, mostly women and 

children. Every year, the Gita Jayanti under the auspices of VHP used to 

take place in Sanakara Mutt, Bangalore, where thousands joined. 

However, this year, in view of Covid prevention regulations, the 

programme was held at 108 places in Bangalore to avoid all devotees 

gathering at one place.  

 

Delivering the valedictory address, Sadhu Rangarajan recalled the 

historic mission of his siksha guru Swami Chinmayananda to spread the 

Bhagavad Gita throughout the length and breadth of the country and in 

distant continents like Europe, America and Africa. Sadhuji narrated his 

coming under the spell of the Swami when he was just an eighteen year 

old student and how the Swami transformed his life into into that of a 

dedicated worker for the Hindu cause, organizing Gita Gnana Yagna of 

the Swami under the auspices of Chinmaya Mission, taking up the work 

of  Vishwa Hindu Parishad after it was founded by the Swami and 

Paramapoojaneeya Sri Guruji Golwalkar in 1964 Krishna Ashthtami 

Day, Swadhuji also recalled his visit to South Africa for organizing the 

World Hindu Conference in Durban in 1964, when he had the 

oppurtunity to meet Mr. Nelson Mandela who inaugurated  the 

conference and who, when asked how he spent two decades in the 

Robin Island Prison where he was incarcerated during the South African 

Freedom struggle, replied that he used to spend time in reading the 

Bhagavad Gita as he was inspired by Gandhiji.    
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SISTER NIVEDITA ACADEMY PUBLICATIONS 
 

Vande Mataram (English) -Enlarged Third Edition  
by Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan               India:  Rs.50 ; Outside India: US$3.00 
Glimpses Of A Great Yogi (English) –Yogi Ramsuratkumar Centenary Volume 
by Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan                    India: Rs.500; Outside India: US$25.00 
Sparkles from Glimpses of A Great Yogi 
by Sadhu Prof.. V. Rangarajan                            India: Rs.200; Outside India: US$10.00 
Glimpses of A Great Yogi (Telugu)                     Rs.15 
Rationale Of Hindu Festivals (English) by Skandanarayanan                         Rs.10 
Tiruvannamalaiyil Oar Kuzhandai (Tamil)  
by T.P.M. Gnanaprakasam                               Rs.12 
Did Swami Vivekananda Give Up Hinduism? (English)  
by  A 'Hindu'  (Prof. G.C. Asnani)                               Rs.45 
The Origin Of The Word Hindu (English)  
by Premnath Magazine                   Rs.30 
Poems Of A Broken Heart (English) by Lee Lozowick              Part I                   Rs.20 
---Do -      Part II       Rs.50     
Arunai Yogi Gurunaama Mahimai (Tamil) by "Adiyaarkadiyan"       Rs.25 
Gurunaathan Paadangalil Kadambamaalai  (Tamil) by "Adiyaarkadiyan"      Rs.10                              
Science of Self-culture (English) by Tapasi Baba Avadoot  
 (Dr.R.K. Misra, MSc. Ph.D.)                      India:  Rs.40; Outside India: US$2.50 
Ramnam (English)  
by Tapasi Baba Avadhoot                           India:  Rs.10; Outside India: US$1.00 
Vijnana Bharati– Complete Works of  Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan,    
Volume I--Hinduism from Vedas to Modern Times, Part 1 
              India:  Rs.50; Outside India:  US$2.00 
Views & Visions 2002 by Tapasi Baba Avadhoot, G.C. Asnani  
and Sadhu Rangarajan                                               Rs.20 
Saga of Patriotism—Revolutionaries in India's Freedom Struggle 
by Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan & R. Vivekanandan             
(Second Enlarged Edition)                               India:  Rs.125 ; Outside India:US$7.00 
Swami Vivekananda—Prophet of Patriotism  

Ed.  Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan                 India: Rs.25; Outside India:  US$ 1.00 

 -Do- Deluxe Edition                      India: Rs.60; Outside India:  US$ 3.00 
Hindu Rashtra—Vedic Ideals in Modern Awakening 
by Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan                 India: Rs.60; Outside India:   US$ 3.00 
Philosophy of Mahakavi Bharati 
by Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan                      India: Rs. 300; Outside India:  US$ 15 
Divine Mother Mayamma of Kanyakumari (English) 
by Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan  
 (Second Enlarged Edition)                    India: Rs.30; Outside India:  US$ 2 
 

Books and Quarterly TATTVA DARSANA  are uploaded in our 

website, sribharatamatamandir.org 
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SISTER NIVEDITA ACADEMY was founded by the Sadhu at 

Chennai in 1977 with the blessings of stalwarts like Acharya J.B. 

Kripalani and Swami Chinmayananda, and it has been rendering 

yeoman service to Hindu cause in India and abroad, spreading the glory 

and greatness of Mother Bharat and our most ancient culture and 

heritage. The maiden publication of the Academy was ―Vande 

Mataram‖ by Sadhu Rangarajan, the inspiring history of the immortal 

song of Bankim Chandra, to which Acharya Kripalani wrote a fitting 

foreword. The book has seen three editions in the last three decades. 

―Saga Of Patriotism‖ by Sadhu Rangarajan and R. Vivekanandan, a 

work on the patriots and revolutionaries of India, has seen two editions.  

 

TATTVA DARSANA Quarterly, the official organ of the Academy, 

was launched in 1984 and Swami Chinmayananda rightly pointed out in 

the inaugural issue, ―Sri V. Rangarajan is fully capable of delivering the 

goods through the journal, TATTVA DARSANA, which is the urgent 

need of the times. It is my firm understanding that he has the spiritual 

preparation, in both study and practice, and by a conspiracy of destiny, 

he had a gruesome total training in all areas of journalism. When such a 

well equipped person, having the necessary intense consciousness of 

our culture, starts a journal, it cannot but assert our goal. Even though 

the market is saturated with trash, I am confident that TATTVA 

DARSANA will have all success, and I am looking forward to seeing 

its glorious trail of service to the Hindu Nation.‖ The journal is now 

entering into the thirty sixth year of publication.  

 

BHARATAMATA GURUKULA ASHRAM & YOGI 

RAMSURATKUMAR INDOLOGICAL RESEARCH CENTRE, 
named after His Holiness Yogi Ramsuratkumar of Tiruvannamalai, the 

deeksha guru of the founder of the Academy, Sadhu Prof. V. 

Rangarajan, and set up at Srinivasanagar, Krishnarajapuram, Bangalore, 

in 1999, is dedicated to training a lay order of missionaries of Mother 

Bharat to serve Her children all over the world. The Bharatamata 

Gurukula Ashram has been registered as a charitable trust. 

 

A TEMPLE FOR BHARATAMATA AT BANGALORE 
 

Adoration and worship of Bharatamata, our Janmabhoomi. 

Punyabhoomi, Karmabhoomi, and Mokshabhoomi, is the hallmark of 

Hindu Dharma. The Vedas and Puranas proclaim the glory and 

greatness of our Motherland. Sri Rama extols Mother and Motherland 
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as greater than the Heaven—Jananee janmabhoomischa swargaadapi 

gareeyasi. She is the Mother of all our Gods and Goddesses, saints, 

seers and holy men and women whom we worship and for whom 

temples have been erected all over the country and abroad. However, 

rarely do we find a temple dedicated to Bharatamata whom even 

modern saints and savants like Bankim Chandra, Swami Vivekananda, 

Mahayogi Sri Aurobindo, Sister Nivedita, Swatantrya Veer Savarkar 

and Mahakavi Bharati eulogized as the manifestation of Mahashakti and 

presented before us the concepts of Ananda Math and Bhavani Mandir. 

The Academy undertook a very sacred task of setting up a unique SRI 

BHARATMATA MANDIR in its premises at Srinivasanagar, 

Krishnarajapuram, Bangalore 560 036. This temple is now a place of 

congregation of all children of Mother Bharat, irrespective of caste, 

creed or nationality, to offer worship to the Loka Guru, Bharatamata, 

and to spread Her message, Vasudaiva kutumbakam—the whole world 

is one family. The temple was consecrated by H.H. Jagatguru Swami 

Vishwesha Teertha Maharaj of Udupi Pejawar Mutt, under the 

presidentship of Sri H.V. Seshadri, former Saha Sarkaryavah of 

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, on December 8, 2004. An exquisite 

idol of Bharatamata has been installed and Deshamaatrukaa Pooja and 

Havan are performed by all devotees directly.  

 

SRI GURUJI GOLWALKAR HINDU RESOURCE CENTRE 
founded by the Sadhu was inaugurated by Swami Harshananda of 

Ramakrishna Mission, Bangalore, in the premises of Sri Bharatamata 

Mandir on the Vijayadashami Day in 2010. The centre with a library 

consisting of twenty-thousand books, rare journals, CDs, DVDs, Audio 

and Video Cassettes is at the disposal of research scholars and students 

from all over the country and abroad who want to do research on Hindu 

thought and culture. 

 

MAHAMERU GOPURAM on the top of the sanctum sanctorum of 

Sri Bharatamata Mandir, was consecrated by Dr. R.L. Kashyap, Hon. 

Director, Sri Aurobindo Kapali Shastri Institute of Vedic Culture, 

Bangalore, under the presidentship of Dr. M. Sivakumara Swami, 

President of Vishwa Hindu Parishad, Karnataka, on Sunday, October 

21, 2011. The construction in the model of Bhagavati temples in Kerala 

has a pyramid shaped Shikara or peak with a Meru at the bottom, right 

above the roof of the sanctum sanctorum. The Shikara will receive 

Cosmic Energy, store them in the Meru and inundate the whole sanctum 

sanctorum and the temple premises with the cosmic vibrations of Maha 
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Shakti. The Mahaa 

Kumbhaabhishekam, 

completion of twelve 

years of the temple, was 

celebrated on November 

25, 2016 followed by 

Yogi Ramsuratkumar 

Jayanti and Sri 

Bharatamata Bhakta 

Sammelan on the 

following days. Swami 

Srihari Prasad of Gnana 

Advaita Peetham, 

Chennai, was Chief 

Guest on the first day. Sri 

Krishna Carcelle. 

International Convener of 

World Ramnam 

Movement, presided over 

the Jayanti of Yogi 

Ramsuratkumar on 

November 26, and Sri Ram Madhav, All India General Secretary of 

Bharatiya Janata Party, was Chief Guest in the Bharatamata Bhakta 

Sammelan on November 27.  

 

 

Oru Makayogiyin Darishanangal 
Tamil translation of  

Glimpses of A Great Yogi 
(Yogi Ramsuratkumar Centenary Commemoration Volume) 

by Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan 

Translation by Saraswati Swaminathan   

Tamil foreword—Anburai by Sri T.K. Aswinikumar 

 
https://yogiramsuratkumarblog.wordpress.com/glimps

es-of-a-great-yogi-in-tamil/ 
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