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EDITORIAL 

Sadhu Rangarajan on Twelfth Visit 

to South Africa 
 

Vishwamakhilam uddhwartumami nirmita vayam 

Bhaaratam samuddhartumami preshita vayam 

--prabhunaa preshitaa vayam 

 

--“We have been created to lift the entire world; to raise up Bharatavarsha we 

have been commanded! Yes, commanded by the Lord!” 

 

The above lines in the prayer song of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad at the time 

of its inception sowed the seed for a life’s mission in the heart of this sadhu.  

On the auspicious Krishna Ashthami Day in 1964, stalwarts and savants of 

Hinduism including Paramapoojaneeya Sri Guruji Madhav Sadashiv 

Golwalkar and Poojya Swami Chinmayananda founded the Vishwa Hindu 

Parishad in a meeting at Sandheepani Sadhanalaya, the headquarters of 

Chinmaya Mission in Bombay. The news lit a joyous conflagration in the 

heart of this sadhu, who was just a 24-year old youth at that time, who was 

both a member of Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh and Chinmaya Mission right 

from his boyhood. Inspired by the historic move of his mentors, Sri Guruji and 

Swamiji, he gave up his lucrative job in the Government and also his hearth 

and home to dedicate his life to work for the noble cause. As the Secretary of 

Chinmaya Mission as well as a full time worker deputed by the RSS to serve 

as Secretary of Vishwa Hindu Parishad, he plunged into the activity of 

spreading the message of Hindu unity among the Hindu brethren. After the 

first international conference of the Parishad at the Kumbha Mela in Prayag, in 

1966, this sadhu associated himself with various activities as Editor of 

Hindusthan Samachar News Agency, Secretary of Swami Vivekananda 

Medical Mission and Editor of ‘Yuva Bharati’ a journal for youth, 

‘Vivekananda Kendra Patrika’ and ‘Brahma Vadin’. In 1977, he founded 

Sister Nivedita Academy to promote the ideals of patriotism, nationalism and 

the study of Indian thought and culture. The Academy brought out its maiden 

publication “Vande Mataram” by this sadhu, delineating the history of the 

immortal national song which inspired millions of patriots and revolutionaries, 

and the great national leader of Bharat, Acharya J.B. Kripalani, wrote a 
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preface to this sadhu’s humble work. This sadhu also started a quarterly, 

TATTVA DARSANA, in February 1984. 

 

In the early 1985, a couple from South Africa, Srimati Gunalakshmi and Sri 

T.M. Moodlee, devotees of the Divine Life Society of South Africa, visited 

Chennai and called on this sadhu as commanded by their guru, Swami 

Sahajananda. This sadhu took them on a tour of southern part of Tamilnadu. 

At Tiruvannamalai, this sadhu introduced them to his Master, Yogi 

Ramsuratkumar. Yogiji was talking to them about the message of Swami 

Vivekananda to the entire world. The couple casually invited the Yogi to 

South Africa. He answered, “Mount Arunachala never moves!”--meaning that 

He cannot go out of Tiruvannamalai, the place of his Sadhana. However, he 

suggested to them to take this sadhu. This sadhu thought that it was just a 

jovial remark, but it turned out to be prophetic. 

 

This sadhu made his first visit abroad, to South Africa, on the invitation of 

Swami Sahajananda to edit the YOGA LESSONS FOR CHILDREN a 

prestigious publication of the Divine Life society of South Africa, in four 

volumes, on the occasion of the Centenary of Swami Sivananda in 1986. This 

sadhu visited Mauritius as the guest of Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh and 

Human Service Trust, and Reunion Island as guest of Mata Amritanandamayi 

Mission. These visits brought the sadhu close to many religious organizations 

like Ramakrishna Centre, Chinmaya Mission and Arya Samaj in those 

countries. An opportunity was opened up for him to make a second visit to 

South Africa in 1995 to play a key  role in organizing the World Hindu 

Conference and bring together all Hindu religious and spiritual organizations 

in the country. He toured the entire country for three months addressing 

various organizations and the Conference inaugurated by Sri Nelson Mandela, 

the President of South Africa, was a grand success. It was during this visit that 

this sadhu had the opportunity to initiate the work of Midlands Hindu Society 

founded by dedicated youth who took active role in the world conference. The 

inauguration of the Sister Nivedita Academy of South Africa also took place 

during this visit. The third visit of this sadhu to South Africa took place in 

1996 and it was sponsored by Vedanta Academy of Tongaat and Integral Yoga 

Society of Pietermaritzburg. Smt. Bharati Rangarajan accompanied the sadhu 

in this visit and programmes were held in Capetown and Port Elizabeth also. 

The fourth visit in the middle of 1997 was organized by Sister Nivedita 

Academy of South Africa and various organizations in the country arranged 

lectures of the sadhu, apart from talks in the radio and TV. The foundation for 
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the Sarva Dharma Ashram in Chatsworth was also laid in the visit.  The fifth 

visit was also organized in the year end by Ramakrishna Vedanta Centre and 

Lenasia Yuvak Sangh who conducted classes and workshops on Hindu 

philosophy and religious practices. The sixth visit in 1999 was sponsored by 

the Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh to organize camps for the youth. The sadhu 

had the opportunity to visit neighbouring country, Botswana, also during the 

period of the visit. The seventh visit to South Africa took place in 2001and it 

was during this visit the Yogi Ramsuratkumar Ramnam Parikrama Mandir and 

Sadhu Rangarajan Soup Kitchen were inaugurated in the Sarva Dharma 

Ashram. Sadhu also participated in the Viswa Dharma Prachar Yatra of VHP. 

He made a visit to Kenya also to spread the Hindu unity mission under the 

auspices of Kenya Hindu Council.  The eighth visit was organized in 2005 

when this sadhu was invited as the guest of honour of South African Hindu 

Mahasabha on the occasion of the 93
rd

 Anniversary of the Sabha and the sadhu 

officially opened the new building of the Maha Sabha in Durban. 

Accompanied by Swami Ramakripananda of Sarva Dharma Ashram and Sri 

Bala Singh, who was to take sannyasa deeksha from sadhu, he flew to Kenya 

before returning to India. The ninth Hindu Dharma Prachar Yatra of the sadhu 

in South Africa took place in 2009 and was sponsored by Sarva Dharma 

Ashram and the tenth visit in 2011 was sponsored by Midlands Hindu Society. 

It was during this visit that Sadhuji inaugurated the E-learning Course on 

Hinduism under the auspices of Sister Nivedita Academy of South Africa. 

Accompanied by Dr. Cyril Hromnick and devotees of the sadhu, he explored 

Karoo, the ancient settlement of Hindu priests in South Africa centuries ago. 

The eleventh visit in 2012 was to participate in the Centenary Celebrations of 

South African Hindu Maha Sabha. The sadhu also visited Kenya and 

addressed programmes in Kisumu and Nairobi.  

 

The twelfth visit to South Africa is sponsored by Midlands Hindu Society to 

tour South Africa and address on “Unity in Diversity” during the 20
th
 

Anniversary Celebrations from 6
th
 August, 2014 to 28

th
 October, 2014. This 

sadhu is also visiting Kenya from 28
th
 October to 9

th
 November 2014. In the 

course of this visit, this sadhu’s mission will be to promote the twin ideals of 

bringing unity and understanding among various limbs of the Hindu society 

and to propound the universal and eternal values of life propounded by the 

saints, sages and seers of Bharatavarsha to achieve unity among diverse 

cultures and civilizations to establish human brotherhood.  This special issue 

of TATTVA DARSANA is dedicated to that great and grand mission.  
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1. UNIVERSAL AND ETERNAL RELIGION OF MAN 

IN THE NEW MILLENNIUM 
 

Human Evolution In The New Millennium 

 

Man is God. He has created the Gods of religions to realize himself through 

them. This is the grand and unique discovery of the most ancient sages of 

Bharat. From the inert stone to the highest self-realized soul all are 

manifestations of one Ultimate Reality. All the seen and unseen forces of 

nature are nothing but the various manifestations of the same Divinity that 

manifest in Man. The Shukla Yajurveda emphatically declares: 

 

prithivyaa aham ud-antareeksham aaruham 

antareekshaat divam aaruham 

divo naakasya prishthaat 

svar-jyotir-agaam aaruham 

 

“I have arisen from earth to the mid-world, 

I have arisen from the mid-world to heaven, 

From the level of the firmament of heaven 

I have gone to the Sun-world of Light." 

 

Commenting on this hymn, Sri M.P. Pandit points out that our creation is a 

graded scheme with rising tiers of existence with corresponding planes of 

consciousness, e.g. the physical, the vital or the life-constituted, the mental, 

the higher mental and still further, the luminous planes of the Spirit. "To 

develop and organize in himself these various powers of consciousness as he 

rises higher and higher in the ladder of progress is the meaning of man's 

evolution," he says. 

 

This process of evolution from matter to life, life to mind and mind to spirit is 

an eternal march with a glorious and divine destiny. 

 

“The history of the cycles of man is a progress towards the unveiling of 

Godhead in the soul and life of humanity," says Sri Aurobindo. He regards the 

spiritual history of mankind, and especially of India, as a constant 
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development of a divine purpose and in this development the recent spiritual 

history of India is a very important stage. "In ancient times the Vedic seers had 

glimpses of man’s divine future. Sri Aurobindo today sees it in all plenitude 

and vastness and points to its realization in the propitious hour which he reads 

in the present,” says Sisir Kumar Mitra. In the coming millennium, it is the 

divinely missioned work of India to prepare man for the destined perfection in 

the Spirit, the attainment of which will ensure a perfect world civilization. 

 

Modern Science And The Vision Of Ancient Seers 

 

What the great Rishis of ancient India proclaimed in the Vedas were not 

merely mystic revelations of what they saw in their intuitive consciousness, 

but Truths confirmed by discoveries in the field of modern science. 

Knowledge of Mathematics is found in the Rig Veda. The algorithm for 

circling the square - needed for making the spoked wheel - is given in 

Baudhayana Shulba Sutra. According to American Mathematician 

Seidenberg, the elements of ancient geometry found in Egypt and Babylonia 

system stem from a ritual system of the kind found in Shulba Sutras. Newton's 

theory of gravity has been described in the Yajur Veda (33.43). The principle 

of blood circulation made known by Harvey in Europe in the 16th Century 

finds a place in Brihadaranyaka Upanishad which describes why heart is 

called 'Hridaya' - 'Hri' - that which draws blood, 'da' - that which gives back 

the blood and 'ya’ - that which controls. Renowned American Professor, Carl 

Sagan points out that the truths discovered by Western Science so far are 

astoundingly in keeping with the text of the Vedas. Orientalist Sir William 

Jones says: "It is impossible to read the Vedant or the many fine compositions 

in illustration of it., without believing that Pythagoras and Plato derived their 

sublime theories from the same fountain of the sages of India". Affirming that 

the future discoveries of science will only confirm the ideas cherished by 

Hindus for ages, Swami Vivekananda says: "Manifestations, and no creation, 

is the world of science today, and the Hindu is only glad that what he has been 

cherishing in his bosom for ages is going to be taught in more forcible 

language, and with further light from the latest conclusions of science". 

 

Modern scientist, Max Plank, corroborates the spiritual vision of Sri 

Aurobindo and Sri Ramana that it is one Absolute or Consciousness which 

manifests as the multifarious universe, a scientific discovery of the mystic 

seers of ancient Bharat. "Purusha evedakum sarvam" - ‘AI1 that is manifest is 

the Supreme Being alone', declares the Purusha Sookta of Rig Veda. The more 
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science advances in the new millennium, it will come closer to the grand 

revelations of the Vedas and the Upanishads. 

 

The Ideals Of Human Brotherhood And World Family 

 

Dritedrim ha maa mitasya maa 

chakshushaa sarvaani bhootaani samikshaantam 

Mitrasyaaham chakshushah sarvaani bhootaani 

samikshe mitrasya chakshushaa sameekshaamahe 

 

“O Lord! The Dispeller of darkness of ignorance, please make us firm in our 

conviction so that all the living beings may look towards us with the eye of a 

friend. And may we also look towards all living beings with the eye of a 

friend. May we all look towards one another with the eye of a friend". 

 

The Vedic rishi’s vision of the universe is that of one Single family - 

Vasudaiva Kutumbakam - where all beings are invited under the bond of 

universal brotherhood and friendship and coexist in peace and harmony. In the 

coming millennium religion as well as science will lead mankind to the 

fulfillment of this great vision. Dr. S. Radhakrishnan says: "Under the 

influence of the universal experiences of religions and modern science and 

technology, mankind is being moulded into a single community. The common 

man has to discover what is common in him and learn to live as a citizen of a 

world community. Science will triumph over ignorance and superstition, and 

religion over selfishness and fear, and nations will come together to build a 

great future for humanity, the brotherhood of man which has been the vision 

of the prophets since the beginning of time." Narrow sectarian and communal 

affinities have always caused wars and bloodshed among human beings. The 

love of one’s own sect more than truth ends up in the love of oneself more 

than one’s sect. The moment one claims Christianity is true religion, then the 

affirmation comes that Protestantism is the true sect, Episcopalianism the true 

Protestantism, the High Church the only Episcopal Protestant religion and 

one’s stand point the only true representation of High Church view. This is 

true in the case of all those who fanatically cling to any religious group. In the 

recent past we have seen religious fundamentalists turning themselves into 

militants and terrorists pointing their guns not only towards members of other 

religious groups, but also towards their own brethren belonging to their own 

religion. Many Muslims too have become victims of ‘Islamic Jehad’ in 

Kashmir and also in Islamic nations. When religion becomes organized, man 
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ceases to be free. If we think that it is a question of life or death what concept 

of god we accept, then our hearts are filled with fury. Instead of worshipping 

god, we worship the authority that claims to speak in His name and sin 

becomes disobedience to the authority, not violation of integrity. 

 

In Ashoka's rock edicts, the great King and Emperor proclaimed: " The King, 

beloved of Gods, honours every form of religious faith, but considers no gift 

or honour so much as the increase of the substance of religion; whereof this is 

the root, to reverence one's own faith and never to revile that of others. 

Whoever acts differently injures his own religion while he wrongs another’s." 

The Hindu Kings and Emperors of Bharatavarsha set the noble example of 

patronizing all religions and religious groups. The persecuted and refugees of 

all great religions found shelter in this holy land of Bharat. The Jews, the 

Christians and the Parsees were allowed absolute freedom to practise their 

religions. Yuan Chwang reports that King Harsha dedicated a statue of 

Buddha on the first day, a statue of Sun, the favourate deity of his father on the 

second and another to Siva on the third day of Kumbh Mela at Prayag. The 

famous Kottayam plates of Sthanuravi (9th Century AD) and Cochin plates of 

Vijayaragadeva bear eloquent testimony to the fact that Hindu Kings granted 

special concessions to the professors of Christian faith. Chhatrapati Shivaji 

and the Zamorin of Calicut provided lands to Muslims to build their mosques. 

All this has been possible because Hinduism has never been a narrow sectarian 

religion, but a universal way of life embracing all religious faiths and spiritual  

 

Harmony Between Man And Nature, Man And Man, And Man And God 

 

In the 'Introductory Essay on Rig Veda', Dr. R. L. Kashyap points out, “There 

is an intimate connection between the subtle bodies associated with a human 

being and the various worlds of the cosmos of Rig Veda. Thus a key idea of 

RV is that each human being's structure mirrors that of the cosmos. This 

connection between the individual human being and the cosmos also affirms 

the connection between the corresponding bodies of all the different human 

beings. For instance the individual mind of each human being is derived from 

the cosmic mind and thus all the individual human minds are in touch with one 

another. This feature explains many of the well known facts such as thought-

reading, i.e., the reading of one person's thought by another, the possibility of 

simultaneous discoveries in the scientific arena and so on." All mystics right 

from the Vedic rishis to modern poets like Rabindranath Tagore and 

Subramania Bharati have stressed the fundamental unity of nature and men, 
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and lamented man's retreat from the companionship of Nature. According to 

Tagore, the growth of man consists "in the enlargement of one's 

consciousness, by growing with and growing into Nature." He considers that 

human being realizes his best and grows to his perfection and flowers his 

personality, not by holding himself back from creation and the Lord, but by 

willingly surrendering himself to the Lord. "Man goes about for ages to seek 

the One in his inmost heart who gives him his inner meaning. It signifies that 

man is great and he must prove that in him dwells the Eternal Man, the 

universal Man, the Man who is beyond the bounds of death," says Tagore and 

declares emphatically that he who has realized the glory of God in his soul is 

freed from fear and suffering. Unless and until harmony between man and 

nature, man and man, and man and God is established, the Ultimate goal of 

human existence, viz., the realization of self cannot be achieved. Any religion 

that contributes to disharmony in any of these three spheres is irreligion or 

anti-religion. The harmony cannot be established by the destruction of the 

variety and distinctions found in nature as well as in human conception of 

Godhead by the authority of any religion. Sir John Woodroffe points out , 

“Religion is the recognition that the world is an Order or Cosmos of which 

each man is a part and to which he stands in a definitely established relation; 

together with action based on and consistent with such recognition and in 

harmony with the whole cosmic activity.” 

 

Universality of God and Unity of Religions 

 

Sa darshatashreer atithir grihe grihe 

vane vane shishriye takvaveeriva 

janam janam janyo naati manyate 

visha aa ksheti vishyo vishamvisham 

 

-- “In his visioned glory he lodges as the guest in every house, 

As a bird in forest and forest; 

He disdains not the peoples; universal, 

He dwells in all and in man and man.” 

 

The Divine is the indweller of every being. No form, no creature is too small 

or too mean for this Guest of shining glory. If every being is an offspring of 

God, the natural order in which he has set them to evolve themselves to reach 

out to Him is sacred and inviolable and the freedom that He has conferred on 

every being to march ahead on its own path could not and should not be 
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interfered with by any other being. The Hindu thinkers readily admitted other 

points of view than his own and considered them to be just as worthy of 

attention. Heresy-hunting, the favourite game of many religions, is absolutely 

absent from Hinduism. As Swami Vivekananda proclaimed “Every other 

religion lays down certain fixed dogmas, and tries to force society to adopt 

them. It places before society only one coat which must fit Jack and John and 

Henry, all alike. If it does not fit John or Henry, he must go without a coat to 

cover his body. The Hindus have discovered that the absolute can only be 

realized, or thought of, or stated, through the relative, and the images, crosses 

and crescents are simply so many symbols - so many pegs to hang the spiritual 

ideas on. It is not that this help is necessary for every one, but those that do not 

need it have no right to say it is wrong. Nor is it compulsory in Hinduism”. 

 

Dr. Radhakrishnan said that encounter of different religions had brought up 

the question whether they could live side by side or whether one of them 

would supersede the others. He pointed out that mankind at each period of its 

history cherished the illusion of the finality of its existing modes of knowledge 

and this illusion bred intolerance and fanaticism. He refers to what Gandhi 

wrote to an American Missionary who claimed that the Christian way is the 

best for all: “You assume knowledge of all people which you can do only if 

you were God. I want you to understand that you are labouring under a double 

fallacy - that what you think best for you is really so; and that what you regard 

as the best for you is the best for the whole world. It is an assumption of 

omniscience and infallibility. I plead for a little humility.” 

 

Every great spiritual genius tries to present his vision of the Divine in 

accordance to his own endowment, personal, racial and historical. This variety 

of pictures of God becomes intelligible when we realize that religious 

experience is psychologically meditated. “Every view of God from the 

primitive worship of nature up to the Father-love of a St. Francis and the 

Mother-love of a Ramakrishna represents some aspect or other of the relation 

of the human to the divine spirit. Each method of approach, each mode of 

address answers to some mood of the human mind. Not one of them gives the 

whole truth, though each of them is partially true”, says Dr. Radhakrishnan. 

 

Survival of Religion Dependent on Human Brotherhood 

 

The new millennium is the millennium of humanism. Religions which are not 

sensitive to human aspirations and do not foster unity, understanding and 
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coherence will not survive in the long run though they may strive to divide 

humanity. Incredible dogmas and exclusive revelations will be rejected by 

humanity advancing in science and reason. The days when science was 

considered to be opposed to religion are gone and today those who attempt to 

construct by reasoned argument a theory of Ultimate Being from a survey of 

the facts of nature are adopting the scientific method. Religions in a process of 

self-understanding and spiritual exchange are getting near each other. It is not 

necessary that one has to give up ones religion or engage in syncretism. It is 

enough, in quest of truth, each one strives to learn from the religious 

experiences of others and evolve their own path. Inter-religious understanding 

is the crying need of the hour. “If we are to create a spiritual unity which will 

transcend and sustain the material unit of the new world order, we need inter-

religious understanding. The new religious situation will not be an endless 

homogeneity but an organic unity where we will have sympathetic 

understanding and appreciation of other faiths. All religions will express 

themselves as forms of the universal religion of knowledge and love and from 

this standpoint we will be able to criticize the past history and present 

doctrines of every religion with severity as well as sympathy,” says Dr. 

Radhakrishnan. It is only the half-religious and the irreligious fight about 

dogmas and not the truly religious.  

 

Mother India’s Message for a Universal and Eternal Religion of Man 

 

Ruth Reyna says, “India is the spiritual mother of all mankind”. India is 

destined to play the role of ushering in a glorious Dawn giving a clarion call to 

man to prepare for his destined perfection in the Spirit to ensure the attainment 

of a perfect world civilization. Sir John Woodroffe points out, “India is thus in 

a literal and not merely figurative sense the Mother and (as a form of Her) the 

object of worship, that is God appearing as India”. He makes it clear that, by 

India is not meant a particular stretch of the earth’s surface peopled by men of 

varying worth and lack of it. Indian ideals will influence the whole world 

“because through its Vedantic teaching India was destined to be Jagadguru - 

the Spiritual Teacher of the world.” Half the world moves on the independent 

foundations which Hinduism has supplied. China and Japan, Tibet and Siam, 

Burma and Ceylon look to India as their spiritual home.  

 

Vincent Smith observes, “India beyond all doubt possesses a deep underlying 

fundamental unity, far more profound than that produced either by 

geographical isolation or by political superiority. That unity transcends the 
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innumerable diversities of blood, colour, language, dress, manners, and sect.” 

To the Hindu, religion is not the acceptance of academic abstractions or the 

celebration of ceremonies, but a kind of life or experience. It is insight into the 

nature or reality (darsana) or experience of reality (anubhava). As to the 

eligibility of Hinduism to emerge as an eternal and universal religion for the 

whole of mankind, Prof. Clement Webb writes, “With its traditions of 

periodically repeated incarnations of the deity in the most diverse forms, its 

ready acceptance of any and every local divinity or founder of a sect or ascetic 

devotee as a manifestation of God, its tolerance of symbols and legends of all 

kinds, however repulsive or obscene by the side of the most exalted flights of 

world-renouncing mysticism, it could perhaps more easily than any other faith 

develop, without loss of continuity with its past, into a universal religion 

which would see in every creed a form suited to some particular group or 

individual, of the universal aspiration after one Eternal Reality, to whose true 

being the infinitely various shapes in which it reveals itself to, or conceals 

itself from men are all alike indifferent”. In an article in The Observer, 

October 25, 1954, Professor Arnold Toynbee wrote, “this catholic-minded 

Indian religious spirit is the way of salvation for human beings of all religions 

in an age in which we have to learn to live as a single family if we are not to 

destroy ourselves.” Swami Vivekananda asserts, “if there is ever to be a 

universal religion, it must be one which will have no location in place or time; 

which will be infinite like the God it will preach, whose sun will shine upon 

the followers of Krishna and of Christ, on saints and sinners alike; which will 

not be Brahmanic or Buddhistic, Christian or Mohammedan, but the sum total 

of all these, and still have infinite space for development; which in its 

catholicity will embrace in its infinite arms, and find a place for, every human 

being, from the lowest grovelling savage not far removed from the brute to the 

highest man towering by the virtues of his head and heart almost above 

humanity and making society stand in awe of him and doubt his human nature. 

It will be a religion which will have no place for persecution or intolerance in 

its polity, which will recognize divinity in every man and women, and whose 

whole scope, whose whole force will be centred in aiding humanity to realize 

its own true and divine nature.” 

 

In every Hindu home, we hear the ancient common universal  prayer, 

 

Yam shaivaah samupaasate shiva iti 

brahmeti vedaantinah 

Bauddhaa buddha iti pramaanapatavah 
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karteti naiyaayikaah 

Arhannityatha jaina shaasanarataah 

karmeti meemaamsakaah 

Soyam vai vidadhaatu vaanchitaphalam 

trailokya naatho harih 

 

-- “May Hari, the ruler of the three worlds worshipped by the Shaivites as 

Shiva, by the Vedantins as Brahman, by the Buddhists as Buddha, by the 

Naiyayikas as the chief agent, by the Jainas as the liberated, by the ritualists as 

the principle of law, may he grant our prayers.” 

 

In modern times, Swami Vivekananda echoes the very same idea while 

conferring his blessings on us : “May He who is the Brahman of the Hindus, 

the Ahura Mazda of the Zorastrians, the Buddha of the Buddhists, the Jehovah 

of the Jews, and the Father in Heaven of the Christians, give strength to you to 

carry out your noble idea.” 

 

(VIVEKANANDA KENDRA PATRIKA, February-July 2000) 

 

 

INDIA AND HINDUISM ARE ONE 

"After a study of some forty years and more of the great religions of the 

world, I find none so perfect, none so scientific, none so philosophic, and 

none so spiritual as the great religion known by the name of Hinduism. 

The more you know it, the more you will love it; the more you try to 

understand it, the more deeply you will value it. Make no mistake; without 

Hinduism, India has no future. Hinduism is the soil into which India's 

roots are struck, and torn of that she will inevitably wither, as a tree torn 

out from its place. Many are the religions and many are the races 

flourishing in India, but none of them stretches back into the far dawn of 

her past, nor are they necessary for her endurance as a nation. Everyone 

might pass away as they came and India would still remain. But let 

Hinduism vanish and what is she? A geographical expression of the past, a 

dim memory of a perished glory, her literature, her art, her monuments, all 

have Hindudom written across them. And if Hindus do not maintain 

Hinduism, who shall save it? If India's own children do not cling to her 

faith, who shall guard it? India alone can save India, and India and 

Hinduism are one."--Annie Besant 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annie_Besant
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2. NAMO MAATRE PRITHIVYAI-- 

SALUTATIONS TO MOTHER EARTH! 
 

To the Hindu, Mother Earth is the holy mother and the Sky is the father. The 

whole universe is his family and all beings in this universe are his kith and kin. 

His way of life, Hindutwa or Sanatana Dharma, is universal and eternal, and it 

encompasses all religions, which are various forms of worship of one Ultimate 

Reality. Therefore, a Hindu can never be a fanatic or fundamentalist, just as 

fire can never be cold or ice can never be hot. Only an ignorant fool can ever 

refer to a Hindu as a fundamentalist or fanatic. The Hindu got his name 

because his most ancient spiritual culture and civilization originated in this 

holy land of Bharat—the Sapta Sindhu Bhoomi as mentioned in the Vedas—

which was referred to as Hapta Hindu—in Zend Avesta. Greeks made Hind 

into Ind and we became Indians. Hindu is India and India is Hindu. Every 

Indian who reveres and respects the eternal values that have sprung up in 

Bharatavarsha is a Hindu and those that lack that patriotic sentiment can by no 

means claim the title of Indian. 

 

Long before the dawn of civilization in other parts of the world, the great 

ancestors of our land produced the Vedas, the revelations of the highest 

intuitive wisdom of mankind, which have now been accepted as the most 

scientific and rational expressions of the truth about the source of entire 

creation and the meaning and purpose of evolution. The rishis proclaimed that 

the ultimate goal of human evolution is divinization of man or Self-realization. 

They taught that each human being can evolve his own religion or pathway to 

god-realization and all these pathways are like different streams and rivers 

merging in one ocean. Therefore, in the remote period of history, the great 

preceptors of this sacred land sent messengers to different parts of the world 

with their command—Krinvanto vishwam aaryam—make the entire world 

noble. "Etat desha prasootasya sakaashaat agrajanmanah swam swam 

charitran shiksheran prithivyaa sarva maanavaah—let the entire mankind 

learn the meaning and purpose of their life from the preceptors of this holy 

land"—this was the message that they gave to those heroic souls who left the 

shores of this Bharatavarsha to distant lands and sowed the seeds of culture, 

civilization and religion in every continent. The Persians, the Egyptians, the 

Babylonians, the Greeks, the Assyrians, the Africans—why every section of 

mankind owe their religion to the great Hindus. Therefore, Swami 

Vivekananda, who addressed the Parliament of World Religions at Chicago in 
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1893, proclaimed in the august assembly that he stood there representing the 

"Mother of all religions". 

 

Following the footsteps of Swami Vivekananda, in the modern period, many 

Mahatmas, saints and sadhus of this land have travelled to distant lands 

reviving and revitalizing the Sanatana Dharma propounded by our revered 

rishis. Many of the religions that had sprung up in various parts of the world 

had been condemned as heathen and pagan and crushed under the heels of 

imperialist forces donning the garb of religions, like Christianity and Islam. 

They are still on the warpath with their avowed objective to wipe out every 

other religion in the world. Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, one of the world renowned 

philosophers of the modern period and former President of India, points out: 

"The intolerance of narrow monotheism is written in letters of blood across the 

history of man from the time when first the tribes of Israel burst into the land 

of Canaan. The worshippers of the one jealous god are egged on to aggressive 

wars against people of alien cults. They invoke divine sanction for the 

cruelties inflicted on the conquered. The spirit of old Israel is inherited by 

Christianity and Islam." (Hindu Way of Life, Unwin Books, 1960, Pp.40) 

 

Today, while both these fanatic and fundamentalist religions are fighting 

against each other on a global level, they are also nervous about the revival of 

the universal and eternal values of life propounded by the Hindu seers in 

distant continents, especially in Europe, America and Africa. Therefore, they 

have stepped up their aggressive activities in India, the land of the Hindus. 

However, the irony is that the Churches in Europe and America are being 

closed down and movements like ISKCON, Transcendental Meditation, 

Ramakrishna Mission, Chinmaya Mission, Satya Sai Organization, Mata 

Amritananda Mayi Mission, etc. are attracting people in millions in distant 

lands. Islamic nations are also at loggerheads and are fighting fratricidal wars. 

 

The old pagan religions, which were once wiped out, are coming back to life 

under the patronage and protection of Hinduism. Research scholars and 

historians all over the world are today unearthing the buried links of world's 

ancient cultures and civilizations with the earlier Vedic culture and civilization 

of India. Historical records pertaining to pre-Islamic Arabastan shows that 

Mecca was a holy city dedicated to Harihara. Linguists point out that ancient 

Greek originated from Vedic Sanskrit. The Gods and Goddesses of Romans 

were the deified forms of ancient Indian heroes and heroines. Count Stejerna 

is of the view that the religion and religious rituals of ancient Italy resembled 
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the religion and rituals of India. The link of ancient Germans who worshipped 

Sun, Moon and Fire, with the Vedic Aryans is well exposed. The Hungarians 

descended from the first Indian settlers in that country. Col. Tod says that the 

ancient mythologies and epics of Scandanavia have a close resemblance to 

similar literature of ancient Rajasthan. The first ancient inhabitants of 

England, the Druids, were originally the Bauddha-Brahmins who migrated to 

England from India. The pre-Judaic Palestenians were idol worshippers like 

the Indians. Max Mueller says that the Iranians were emigrants from northwest 

India who retained their original religion in Zorastrianism. Turks are 

descendants of Turushakas. The Assyrians were ruled by King Bali whose 

empire extended from Greece in the west to India, Burma and Cambodia in the 

Far East. The annals of ancient Egyptians delineated on the walls of the Queen 

Hasli Tope's temple points out the land of origin of the people and Col. Alcart 

describes how the ancient Indians landed on the eastern coast of Egypt. 

Mungo Park, the celebrated explorer of Africa has written his accounts of 

travels and many of the cities have Sanskrit or Sanskrit based names. In one of 

his recent visits to South Africa, this sadhu, guided by a famous Czech 

historian, Dr. Cyril Hromnik, had the opportunity to climb up on the slopes of 

the Lion's Head to see the sites of Suriya and Soma temples on the top of the 

Table Mountain in Cape Town. Bhikku Chaman Lal has written his famous 

book, "Hindu America?" presenting extensive proofs for the origin of the 

ancient Mayas, Incas and Aztecs from the Hindu race. Now all over the world 

there is a deep urge among historians and scholars to know the roots of the 

ancient traditions and cultures. No wonder, India is going to host the First 

International Conference and Gathering of the Elders of the Ancient Traditions 

and Cultures of the World at Mumbai from 4
th
 to 9

th
 February 2003. 

 

It is at this juncture, that this sadhu is getting yet another opportunity to make 

his tenth visit abroad, carrying the message and mission of Mother Bharat. We 

will be leaving the shores of India in the middle of November to make hisr 

eighth visit to South Africa for about three months, before returning to India in 

time to participate in the International Conference of the Elders of Ancient 

Traditions and Cultures. The spirit of my Master, H.H. Yogi Ramsuratkumar, 

and His benign blessings and grace are ever with this sadhu in all his travels 

and humble endeavours. We seek the blessings of all the Mahatmas of this 

Holy Land for the success of our journey. We go out with a two-fold 

mission—first, to awaken the sleeping Hindus to the glory of their most 

ancient culture and heritage and instill in them the feelings of pride and self-

respect, and second, to call out to the entire humanity—"Shrunvantu sarve 
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amritasya putraah—listen ye all, children of immortality, you are not siners, 

but the descendants of God, the whole world is one family—vasudhaiva 

kutumbakam—and let us make this world a perfect place for all of us to rest in 

peace and do our spiritual sadhana. When we fly into the sky and look at 

Mother Earth from the region of clouds, our heart will throb with the Vedic 

chant: NAMO MAATRE PRITHIVYAI--SALUTATIONS TO MOTHER 

EARTH! (Yajur Veda, 9.22) Vande Mataram! 

  

[TATTVA DARSANA, Quarterly, October 2002] 

 

 

Quotes on India 
 

After the conversations about Indian philosophy, some of the ideas of 

Quantum Physics that had seemed so crazy suddenly made much more 

sense. 

-- W. Heisenberg (German Physicist) 

 

Our present knowledge of the nervous system fits in so accurately with the 

internal description of the human body given in the Vedas (5000 years ago). 

Then the question arises whether the Vedas are really religious books or 

books on anatomy of the nervous system and medicine. 

--Rele (Jewish writer) 

 

The Indian way of life provides the vision of the natural, real way of life. 

We veil ourselves with unnatural masks. On the face of India are the tender 

expressions which carry the mark of the Creator’s hand. 

-- George Bernard Shaw (Irish play write) 

 

India conquered and dominated China culturally for 20 centuries without 

ever having to send a single soldier across her border!” 

-- Hu Shih (former Ambassador of China to USA) 

 

So far as I am able to judge, nothing has been left undone, either by man or 

nature, to make India the most extraordinary country that the sun visits on 

his rounds. Nothing seems to have been forgotten, nothing overlooked. 

-- Mark Twain (American writer) 
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3. SALUTATIONS TO SAINTS AND SEERS! 
 

Enataro mahaanubhaavu- 

 landuniki vandanamu 

—Great souls are many. Salutations to them all! These words of the great 

minstrel of God, Saint Tyagaraja, rings in the ears when we think of the saints 

and sages of Bharatavarsha, from Vedic period to modern times, who have 

sanctified this holy land. She is rightly called Ratnagarbha for only She has 

carried in Her womb such innumerable gems that have been constantly 

shedding light on the meaning and purpose of life so that humanity can march 

towards its destiny. 

 

Every devout Hindu chants the Praatasmaran or the Bhaarata bhakti stotra 

every morning, recalling to his mind the glorious names of this array of saints 

and sages and other mahaapurushas of the holy land. What is the purpose? 

They are the ideals that we have to follow in our day-to-day life. Bhagavan Sri 

Krishna says in the Bhagavat Geeta: 

 

Yadyataacharati shreshthah  

tadttadevetaro jannah;  

sa yat pramaanam kurute  

lokastadanuvartate 

—Whatsoever a great man doeth, the other men also do; the standard he setteth 

up, by that the people go. 

 

Life dedicated to great ideals and a mission is not the exclusive privilege of a 

handful of god-men who come into this world from time to time. In our utter 

ignorance, we merely idolize these great souls, worship and adore them, but 

never realize that they lived such exemplary lives to show us the way. We call 

them avataaras and think that we, ordinary mortals, can never reach their 

heights. We forget the fact that they too came into this world as ordinary 

mortals like us, but by their self-sacrifice and supreme devotion to their ideals, 

rose to such heights of spiritual life that they have come to be called as 

avataaras. In the Raamaayana Bhagavan Sri Rama himself declares: 

 

Devaa maanusha roopena charantyete maheetale 

—Gods walk on this earth in the human form.  
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He asked us to consider him a man, born as son of Dasharatha. He too had the 

quota of sufferings, pangs, pains and agonies as well as the brighter sides of 

life just as we all have in our lives. But he lived the life of a Maryaadaa 

purushottama—the ideal man. 

 

A renowned English poet, Longfellow, said: 

 

"Lives of great men all remind us 

We can make our lives sublime, 

And, departing, leave behind us 

Footprints on the sands of time." 

 

So it is for us to follow the footsteps of the great.  

 

A glimpse of an inspiring life can teach us more than a score of articles on 

philosophy and religion. The great saint, Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, said 

that an ounce of practice was much more valuable than an ocean of 

knowledge. Coming face to face with philosophy in practice is much more 

worthier than going through hundreds of treatises on philosophical doctrines. 

 

Like the eternal flow of Ganga, the life of the ancient land of Bharat is 

glorified by the advent of great sages and seers, saints and god men right from 

the days of the Vedas to the modern times. This sacred land, BHARAT -- 

“The land that revels in the light of spiritual wisdom” -- is the manifestation of 

the Divine Mother. 

 

Ratnaakaraa dhauta padaam 

Himaalaya kireetineem 

Brahma raaja rishi ratnaadyaam 

Vande bhaarata maataram! 

--“I bow to the Divine Mother Bharat whose feet are washed by the great 

oceans, who wears the Himalayas as Her crown and whose neck is 

adornedwith the necklace of pearls like Brahmarishis and Rajarishis.” 

 

The Vedic seers envisaged the role of this nation as the preceptor of the world. 

They called out to the mankind to learn the meaning and purpose of life from 

the great masters of this land. Beginning with Sriman Narayana and 

Dakshinamoorti, with preceptors like Shankara, Ramanuja and Madhva in the 
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middle, we have a great and glorious guruparampara -- lineage of spiritual 

masters. 

 

Like the rain waters that come down from the sky, take to different forms of 

rivers each one having its own course and ultimately merge in the same ocean, 

all these great aachaaryas have drawn their inspiration and gained spiritual 

insight from the Vision of Truth in their intuitive consciousness though they 

have followed and also pronounced for the posterity different paths of god-

realization in order to lead all to the ultimate goal -- Sat-Chit-Aananda -- 

Existence-Consciousness-Bliss  --  the Para Brahman. 

 

Even in this modern age of scientific and political revolutions and renaissance 

and reformation, Bharatvarsha’s stream of spiritual heritage has flowed 

uninterrupted, producing new visionaries, mystics and mahatmas. New India 

witnessed the advent of modern seers like Dayananda, Bankim, Ramakrishna, 

Vivekananda, Aurobindo and Ramana. The age-old paths of Jnana yoga, 

Bhakti yoga, Raja yoga and Karma yoga found new exponents like Sivananda, 

Ramdas, Omkar, Sadhu Vaswani and Yogi Ramsuratkumar, sanctifying by 

their divine advent the sacred land. 

 

In about ten millenniums of the history of Bharatavarsha from Vedic times, a 

galaxy of brilliant stars that have arisen on the spiritual horizon have shed 

eternal light on each and every aspect of the individual, family, social and 

national life of the Hindus to elevate them from the mundane, materialistic 

existence to divine life. Even insignificant incidents in the lives of great saints 

and sages of Bharat teach us profound lessons for the generations to come. 

 

In our Hindu tradition, a child undergoes the period of education under the 

guidance of a saintly preceptor. When Lord Rama was taken to the forest by 

Rishi Vishwamitra to annihilate the Raakshasas who used to obstruct his 

Yajnas, the Rishi wakes up the child on one morning with the message: 

 

Kausayaa suprajaa raamaa, poorvaa sandhyaa pravartate, 

uttishtha narashaardoola kartavyam deivam aanhikam 

—"O beloved son of Kausalya, get up, the sun is rising in the east; you have to 

perform your prayerful rituals to God!" 

 

Even if God descends on the earth, he has to set an example to mankind by 

performing like an ordinary man all his duties and actions promptly and 
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perfectly. When Lord Krishna was a student in the Gurukula of Rishi 

Saandeepani, he had to render all types of services to the Master and the wife 

of the preceptor, like cutting firewood in the forest and bringing head loads of 

it to Master's abode. Satyakaama Jaabaali, who later became a great 

Upanishadic seer, used to tend the cattle of his Master, taking them every day 

to the grazing ground, when he was a student in the Master's ashram. 

 

Every householder in the Hindu way of life learns his lessons in the ideal 

family life from the lives of great preceptors. Even today, in every Hindu 

marriage, there is a ritual called Arundhati darshan—looking at the star 

Arundhati in the night—for Vashishtha and Arundhati have been considered to 

be the primordial ideal couple guiding generations from the Vedic period. The 

great Tamil saint, Tiruvalluvar and Vasuki are also cited as ideal couple. 

Immediately after the marriage, Tiruvalluvar instructed his wife Vasuki to 

keep a pitcher of water and a needle by his side whenever he sat for his meals. 

Vasuki did so for many years, but she never found the saint using them. 

However, she never questioned him why and what for, but simply obeyed him. 

After many years, one day Tiruvalluvar told Vasuki, "You have implicitly 

obeyed my instructions for years, as a true devout wife, never questioning the 

husband. Now I will reveal to you the significance of this. Food is Goddess 

Annalakshmi and we should never waste even an iota of food. I wanted you to 

keep this needle and water by my side so that I can use them to pick up and 

clean the grains of cooked food if by chance you dropped one or two on the 

ground while serving on the plantain leaf. But you have been so devout and 

careful in serving food that not a single grain has ever fallen outside the leaf 

and therefore I had no occasion to use the needle and water." What a great 

ideal the lives of these ideal couple teach humanity! 

 

When Rishi Yajnavalkya was entering into the third stage of life, 

Vaanaprastha Aashrama, he asked his wife, Maitreyi, whether she would like 

to continue in worldly life, enjoying the riches at home. She asked him in turn 

whether the riches will bring her eternal bliss. He replied in the negative. Then 

she declared that she needed none of them and that she will also accompany 

him into the forest to lead a spiritual life for self-realization. When Mother 

Sarada Devi, the life partner of Sri Ramakrishna, came to Dakshineswar to 

join him, she found Sri Ramakrishna in a highly advanced state of spiritual 

life. However, Sri Ramakrishna accepted her and told her that if she wanted 

him to come down to a mundane material life of a householder, he was 

prepared to live as a householder. Sarada promptly replied that she would 
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never want him to come down to a worldly life, but she only wanted to serve 

him all the time. Sri Ramakrishna then and there accepted her as the 

embodiment of the Divine Mother. 

 

Even sadhus and sannyasins set an example to the posterity by their conduct in 

life. Devotees used to pour into Rishikesh to have darshan of Swami 

Sivananda. There were many other saints and mahatmas there and some of the 

devotees of Sivananda were too fanatic to recognize other sadhus and prostrate 

to them. Bhagavan Sivananda wanted to teach them subtly a lesson in life. 

One day he took them all to River Ganges for sacred bath. While returning, he 

found a donkey carrying some bundles of cloth on its back and accompanied 

by a dhobi, coming in front of him. He stood aside for the donkey to pass by 

him and when it approached him, he fell prostrate before it. The devotees with 

him were shell shocked to see the saint prostrating to the donkey. He then 

explained to them that the donkey was carrying on its back the ochre clothes 

of the sadhus, washed by the dhobi in the river, and hence he prostrated to it. 

To give respect and regard to every mahatma was the lesson that he taught his 

devotees by his action. 

 

Even if we roll the entire earth into a paper, convert all the oceans into ink and 

use the mighty Himalayas as a pen, they won't be sufficient to record all the 

incidents that have occurred in the lives of the great sages and saints through 

ages. The sky is replete with millions of stars, but a few would be sufficient to 

guide us when we are on the sail on the vast ocean of life in the dark night of 

ignorance, to reach the shores at day break! 

 

[TATTVA DARSANA, Vol. 20, No. 4, October 2003] 

 

 

HINDU EXCELLANCE 

 

"The Hindus excel in astrology, mathematics, medicine and in various other 

sciences. They have developed to a perfection arts like sculpture, painting, and 

architecture. They have collections of poetry, philosophy, literature and 

science of morals. From India we received the book called Kalilah wa 

Dimnah. These people have judgment and are brave. They posses the virtues 

of cleanliness and purity. Contemplation has originated with them." 

-- Al-Jahiz (9th century Muslim historian) 
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4. UNIVERSAL MESSAGE OF  

THE SAINTS OF THE WORLD 
 

Ekam sat, vipraah bahudha vadanti 

 

—“He who exists is one; the sages call Him variously” – declared the Vedic 

Rishi in the remote past, giving expression to his intuitive experience of the 

Ultimate Reality. “This is one of the most memorable sentences that was ever 

uttered”, says Swami Vivekananda, “one of the grandest truths that was ever 

discovered. And for us Hindus this truth has been the very back bone of our 

national existence till it has mingled in our blood, and has become one with us. 

We live that grand truth in every vein and our country has become the glorious 

land of religious tolerance. It is here and here alone that they build temples 

and churches for the religions which have come with the object of condemning 

our own religion”. 

  

Unity and harmony, not disunity and discord, were set as the right royal path 

for the ascent of man from animal existence to divine consciousness. 

  

Sam gachhadvam sam vadadhvam 

Sam vo manaamsi jaanataam 

Devaa bhaagam yathaa poorve 

Sam jaanaanaa upaasate. 

 

“Let all your activities be so directed as to lead you to one common goal. Let 

there be conferences held among you in a common tongue. Let also your 

minds be all of one accord in acquiring knowledge of the various lores. In 

short, do as the enlightened before you in all ages did, performing their tasks 

in life in co-operation and harmony, with minds in full agreement for the 

acquisition of knowledge. Like the ancient seers, also worship me alone who 

am the only real object of your devotion”. 

 

The hymn of unity has come down from the Rig Veda to the present day to 

make Hindu Dharma the universal religion of the world. That the Ultimate 

Reality is that which cannot be reached by the mind and that from which 

words return was emphatically declared in the Hymn of Creation: 

 

“Who knows for certain? Who shall here declare it? 
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Whence was it born, and whence came this creation? 

The Gods were born after this world’s creation; 

Then, who can know from whence it has arisen?” 

 

But, in their intuitive experience the Rishis got the ‘darshana’ or revelation 

that the ultimate reality was one and one only and it was known to the realized 

souls in different names and forms. This has been the unique experience of all 

sages and seers, of all countries and climes, from the Vedic Rishis to the saints 

of the modern world. Sri Ramakrishna declares in his Gospel: “Suppose a man 

has several sons. The older boys address him distinctly as ‘Baba’ or ‘Papa’ but 

the babies can at best call him ‘Ba’ or ‘Pa’. Now, will the father be angry with 

those who address him in this indistinct way? The father knows that they too 

are calling him only, they cannot pronounce his name well. All children are 

the same to the father. Likewise, the devotees call on God alone, though by 

different names. They call on one person only. God is one, but His names are 

many”. Sri Ramakrishna attained to this realization not merely by practicing 

his own Hindu religious systems but even following the paths shown by the 

worlds other religions. He has narrated how he used to dress himself like the 

Mohammedans and do namaaz regularly, and ultimately reached the goal of 

the Sadhana. He first saw a radiant person with a long beard and grave 

appearance, and then his mind passing through the realization of Brahman 

with attributes was finally absorbed in the Brahman without attributes. He also 

had the realization that the personal and the impersonal are but two aspects of 

the same Divine. Swami Vivekananda asserts that in all religions the 

superconscious state is identical. “Hindus, Christians, Mohammedans, 

Buddhists and even those of no creed, all have the very same experience when 

they transcend the body”. Echoing these very sentiments, James Allen says 

that discord is rife in the outward world, but unbroken harmony holds sway at 

the heart of the universe. He also points out that the human soul reaches 

blindly towards the harmony of the sinless state, and to reach the state and to 

live consciously in it is peace. “Hinduism holds”, says Fritjof Capra, the 

renowned author of the Tao of Physics, “ that there are innumerable ways of 

liberation. It would never expect all its followers to be able to approach the 

Divine in the same way, and therefore, it provides different concepts, rituals 

and spiritual exercises for different modes of awareness. The fact that many of 

these concepts or practices are contradictory does not worry the Hindus in the 

least, because they know that Brahman is beyond concepts and images any 

way. From this attitude comes the great tolerance and inclusiveness which is 

characteristic of Hinduism”. Capra also points out that the rich Indian 
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imagination has created a vast number of Gods and Goddesses, but the Hindu 

with deep insight also knows that they represent the many faces of reality and 

are essential vehicles to convey the doctrines of a philosophy rooted in 

mystical experience. The Upanishads declare: “He who worshipping separate 

divinity thinks that he is one and divinity another, is like an animal of the 

Gods”. This unity of experience of the mundane as well as the divine is 

echoed by the Founder of Taoism, Lao-Tze: “Tao is one. It was in the 

beginning. It will remain forever. It is Impersonal, eternal, immutable, 

omnipotent, bodiless, immaterial. It cannot be perceived by the senses. It is 

nameless. It is indescribable”. The great Greek philosopher, Socrates, had also 

reached the same experience of that imperceptible and indescribable one in his 

being. When Crito asks him in his last moments, “In what way shall we burry 

you, Socrates?,” Socrates answers, “In any way you like, but first you must 

catch me, the real me. Be of good cheer, my dear Crito, and say that you are 

burying my body only, and do with that whatever is usual and what you think 

best”. Giordano Bruno, who was condemned as an atheist and burnt alive for 

defying the Christian church, used to say, quoting from St.Paul: “Truly was it 

said that in Him we live and move and have our being”. It is the Lord of the 

house I desire. What have I to do with the house?” Whatever be the religion, 

whichever be the temple, it is the Truth that we have to seek and nothing less. 

 

Message Of The Rishis Echoes All Over The World 

  

Addressing the World’s Parliament of Religions at Chicago on September 11, 

1893, Swami Vivekananda opened his speech with the remarkable words, “ I 

thank you in the name of the millions and millions of Hindu people of all 

classes and sects”. How pregnant and significant these words are could be 

realized only when one looks at the mighty flow of the Ganges of spiritual 

wisdom springing from the ancient Vedas echoing and re-echoing in various 

countries and climes and enriching all the religions of the world. “As the 

different streams having their sources in different places all mingle their water 

in the sea. O Lord, the different paths which men take through different 

tendencies, various though they appear, crooked or straight, all lead to thee”, 

proclaimed Swamiji quoting the Shiva Mahimna Stotra. The source of all 

these rivers too is one and the same heavens. So too, the religions of the world 

are also just echoes of the intuitive visions of the most ancient saints. 

“Whatever be the form which a devotee wishes to worship in faith; that faith, 

steady and unwavering is given by Me alone”, says Krishna in the Gita. 
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There is no second opinion that all the various religions that have sprung up in 

Bharatvarsha are deeply rooted in the hoary culture and heritage of the Hindu 

race. The earliest offshoots like Jainism and Buddhism have their roots in the 

Vedas and Vedanta. Yajurveda mentions the name of the three Tirthankaras- 

Rsabha, Ajitananda and Aristanemi. The Bhagavata Purana endorses the view 

that Rsabha was the founder of Janinism. The universal principles of Jainism – 

the Pancha Mahavratas, viz., Ahimsa (non-injury), Satyam (truth),Asteyam 

(non-stealing), Brahmacharyam (celibact) and Aparigraham (non-

covetousness) are already proclaimed under the Yama of Patanjali’s Yoga 

Sutra. The Vishnu Purana points out the Hindu origin of Ajivikas who were 

Digambaras. Max Muller declared that Buddhism is “the highest Brahmanism 

popularized, everything esoteric being abolished, the priesthood replaced by 

monks and these monks in their true character, the successors and 

representatives of the enlightened dwellers in the forest of former ages”. Sri 

Ramakrishna looked upon Buddha as an Incarnation of God and believed that 

it was the Lord Buddha’s personality that was still worshipped in the holy 

triad at the Temple of Jagannath. 

 

“You must not imagine that there was ever a religion in India called 

Buddhism, with temples and priests of its own order. Nothing of that sort. It 

was always within Hinduism”, proclaimed Swami Vivekananda. He called 

himself the servant of the servants of the Buddha”. 

 

Western savants and scholars have pointed out that the roots of Christianity 

could be traced to Buddhism in India. T. W. Rhys Davids says: “ Professor 

Liebrecht, when identifying Josaphat with the Budda, took no notice of this, 

and it was Professor Max Muller, who has done so much to infuse the glow of 

life into the dry bones of Oriental scholarship, who first pointed out to the 

strange fact--almost incredible were it not for the completedness of the proof-- 

that Gotama the Buddha, under the name of St. Josephat, is now officially 

recognised and worshipped throughout the whole of Catholic Christendom as 

a Christian Saint!” Swami Vivekandan told Sister Nivedita: “In truth, Madam, 

had I lived in Judaea in the days of Jesus of Nazareth, I would have washed 

His feet, not with my tears but with my hearts blood”. Paul Brunton says, 

“Jesus studied keenly, travelling slowly in India. He made His way across the 

south and then struck eastward to Banaras. After an instructive sojourn in that 

city, He went to the mountain wilderness of the Himalayas where he lived for 

a while in a cave”. Asserting the India origin of Christianity the French scholar 

M. Emile Burnouf says: “In point of fact, for a long time folks had been struck 
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with the resemblances, or rather the identical elements, contained in 

Christianity and Buddhism. Writers of the firmest faith and most sincere piety 

have admitted them. In the last century these analogies were set down to 

Nestorians, but since then the science of Oriental Chronology has come into 

being, and proved that Buddha is many years anterior to Nestorians and Jesus. 

Thus the Nestorian theory had to be given up. But a thing may be posterior to 

another without proving derivation. So the problem remained unsolved until 

recently when the pathway that Buddhism followed was traced step by step 

from India to Jerusalem”. Another eminent French Orientalist M. Leon de 

Rosony also asserts that “the astonishing points of contact between the popular 

legend of Buddha and that of Christ, the similarities of moral lessons, the 

striking affinities of the Buddhists and the Essenes of whom Christ must have 

been a disciple suggest at once an India origin to Primitive Christianity”. 

 

Mahatma Gandhi is reported to have told Romain Rolland in Switzerland on 

his way back to India from the round table conference that Christianity was an 

echo of the Indian origin and Islam is a re-echo of that echo. “Islam is a 

mixture of the Mosaic scriptures and Christianity and the Persian religions are 

strongly tinged by the native spirit and single mindedness of the Arabs. It must 

be hoped that the Christian and Mohammedan cosmogony is Buddistic. In 

fact, there is a close identity between the Hindu and Muslim modes of 

worship, which is certainly not accidental”. Bin-toyi a pre Islamic Arab poet 

has written about the spread of Shaivism in Arab land during the reign of 

Emperor Chandragupta Vikramditya of India. The root of the very name 

Mecca is traced to Makkesh or Mahesh and the Kaaba is considered a linga. 

Muslims go around the holy Kaaba again and again which is nothing but the 

Pradakshina of the Hindus. Shustery in his book, The Outline of Islamic 

Culture agrees with this view. As a Muslim scholar has written, Mohammed’s 

flag in six battles was saffron, even as it was white or black sometimes. 

 

Unity Of Gods And In The Methods Of Worship  

 

The most ancient sages of Bharatvarsha were the earliest scientists of the 

world. They discovered the Sun as the source of all energy and the sustainer of 

all life on this planet earth, and offered worship to Him: “Tat Savitur 

Varenyam bhargo devasya deemahi dhiyoyona Prachodayaat”. “In perfect 

self-surrender we meditate on Him the Absolute Transcendental Brahman-- 

the first cause-- the Sun, the adorable one, the destroyer of sins and the Light 
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of lights of the Deva, who may draw towards His Refulgent Majesty our 

intellects, deflecting them from this world and from the path of evil”. 

 

There are many Gods in Shinto religion but the ancestral Sun God, Anaterasn 

Omi Kami stands supreme above them. The Vedic Gods of the Hindus find a 

place in Shintoism too. Susano-O-No_mikoto is the impetous divine brother 

of the Sun God and is the God of the rain storm. Tsuki yoni no Mikoto is the 

Moon God. These three constitute a divine triad. Ame no minakanushi is the 

absolute universal self-corresponding to the Hiranyagarbha of the Hindus. 

 

“There is only one religion, though there are a hundred versions of it”, says 

Bernard Shaw in his preface to The Plays Pleasant. The remarkable 

similarities that are noticed in the conception of Gods and Goddesses and the 

methods of worship of these point out that all have a common source and all 

these gods are just pointers to one Ultimate Reality. Sir Francis Young 

husband says, “To the true” worshipper the idol is only a symbol of one of the 

many aspects of the Divinity. Before it a man could concentrate his mind and 

gain the spiritual strength and solace he needed”. Striking similarities in the 

religion and mythology of the Indians and the Egyptians have drawn the 

attention of oriental and occidental scholars. Egyptians worshipped the bull 

Apis, and Nandi, Shiva’s bull, holds a unique position in Hindu animal 

mythology. Osiris is identified with the Hindu Iswara. In Egyptian cosmogony 

the Sun god Ra, we are told, shed tears of creative rays from which all beings 

sprang into existence; and in India we have the counterpart of the myth in 

Prajapati’s creative teats from which all creatures are said to have come into 

being. The Egyptian Horus, like Brahma of the Hindu Triad was born of a 

lotus. In the chaos- Egg myth, Ra issues, like Brahma, from a golden egg. 

 

In the Chandayoga Upanishad there is the myth of the mundane egg: “The egg 

broke open. The two halved were one of silver, the other of gold. The silver 

one became this earth, the golden one the sky; the thick membrane of the yolk 

the mist with the clouds, the small veins, the rivers, the fluid the sea; and what 

was born from it, the sun”. Professor Max Muller observes that there is a 

Finnish myth of the creation exactly similar to this one, and maintain that such 

striking identity can scarcely be accidental. Mythologists trace many Hindu, 

Greek and Scandinavian myths to a common origin. The functions of Hindu 

and Greek or Roman deities are also more or less identical. 
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Ahura Mazda is the supreme universal Lord of the Zorastrains. He is all-

pervading and the source and fountain of life, corresponding to Hiranyagarbha 

of the Hindus. In the Zorastrian religion, the Navjoti ceremony is performed 

between the ages of seven and fifteen. Kusti or the sacred thread and the Sutra 

or white linen shirt, which are both emblems of purity are put on the boy or 

girl. This corresponds to the Upanayanam ceremony of the Hindus. 

 

Orpheus was to the Greeks what Vedavyasa was to the Hindus, Enoch to the 

Ethiopians and Hernes to the Egyptians. He was the great compiler of sacred 

scriptures. All the four are generic names. Vedavyasa means the ‘Veda-

arranger’. 

 

The Egyptians Atlanteans built the Sphinx their grandest statue dedicated to 

their Light God, the Sun. Egyptians set up small copies of the Sphinx before 

their temples, as guardians and protectors of the threshold or else lions were 

figured protectively at the gate of temples. Even the keys of the temples bore 

the shape of lion comparable to the Indian Narasimha or the lions or Kali 

temple and walls. 

 

Unity Of The Values Upheld And Of Scriptures 

 

Unity and universality of the various religions are traceable not only in their 

deities, mythology and religious practices, but also in the value of life upheld 

and in the scriptures proclaiming these values. In the Tibetan Lamaism, when 

the Master teaches his disciple, “Gods, demons, the whole universe, are but a 

mirage which exists in the mind, springs from it and sinks into it”, he 

proclaims nothing but the truth of the Advaita Vedanta which has flourished in 

India from the period of Upanishads to that of Shankaracharya. 

  

“When a man knows, he goes beyond the ceremony, he goes to Osiris, he goes 

to the light, the light Aman Ra, from which all came forth, to which all shall 

return”, says Tehuti, the Egyptian prophet of 1000 B.C. Dr. Annie Besant, 

referring to his preaching, says that the past of Egypt can only be compared to 

the past of India. Dr. Besant has elsewhere pointed out that, about the middle 

of the 6
th
 century B.C., were born Gautama the Buddha, Lao, Tze, Confucius 

and Pythagoras who represent four separate schools which influenced the 

schools of East and West. Of these the Chinese met and there is a tradition to 

the effect that Pythagoras was a disciple of Buddha. Pythagoras taught 

transmigration and inculcated abstemiousness, his early disciples refraining in 
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general from animal food and beans. There were mystic elements in the 

ceremonies of initiation and suggestions of another life. 

 

The Taittriya Upanishad gives injunctions in the Siksha Valli: “Satyam 

Vada--speak the truth, Dharmam Chara--walk on the path of righteousness, 

Matrudevo Bhuva—be one to whom mother is God, Piturudevo Bhava-- be 

one to whom father is God, Acharya devo Bhava --be one to whom preceptor 

is God”. The second edict of Emperor Ashoka also ordains, “Father and 

mother must be obeyed… truth, must be spoken. These are the virtues of the 

law of righteousness, which must be practiced. Likewise the teacher must be 

reverenced by the pupil….” 

 

Moses declares in the Ten Commandments: “Honour thy father and thy 

mother…. Thou shalt not kill… Thou shalt not covet…” 

 

Mohammedans believe in the immortality of the soul and in the idea of the day 

of resurrection when the dead will rise to receive their rewards and 

punishment according to their merits and demerits. This idea was borrowed by 

them from Judaism. The Jews, in turn, borrowed it from Zoroastrians. The 

doctrines of Christianity are all taken from Judaism. Buddhism prevailed in 

Palestine when Christ was born. Christianity owes to Buddhism for its high 

morality. Buddhism sprang directly from Hinduism. Buddha was a rebel child 

of Hinduism. Judaism is based on Zorastrianism. The conception of the 

Jehovah of the Jews is perfectly identical with the conception of Ahura Mazda 

of Zoraster. Zorastrianism is based on Hinduism. There is similarity between 

the Vedic and the Zend languages. The stream of religion has flowed into the 

world from the Vedas, as its fountainhead through the channels of Zend 

Avesta, the Bible and the Koran. 

 

In the Manusmriti, we find ten characteristics of religion. These are Firmness, 

Forgiveness, Control of Mind, Non-thieving, Purity, Subjugation of the senses, 

Sound Reasons, Right Knowledge, Veracity, Absence of Wrath – these ten are 

the constituents of Dharma. All the faiths of the world emphasize these 

qualities. 

 

All Saints Are Of One Eternal Divine Society 

  

The great Indian philosopher, R. D. Ranade points out that mystics of all ages 

and countries form an eternal divine Society. He compares Jnaneswara with 
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Plotinus, Augustine and Eckhart; Muktabai, Jnanabai and Kanhopatra with 

Julian of Norwich, Catherine of Siena, and St. Theresa; Chokamela, the pariah 

saint with Bohme, the shoe maker; Tukaram with Suso, and Ramadasa with 

Pythagorus, Ignatius Loyola and Ruysbroeck. Dr. S. Radhakrishnan says that 

the great souls of the world address themselves to the task of rousing the 

divine possibilities in the publicans and the sinners. The Bhagavad Gita 

emphatically declares: “Sages look equally upon all, whether he be a minister 

of learning and humility, or an infidel or whether it be a cow, and elephant or 

dog”. Chatrapati Shivaji in a document summing up his reaction to Saint 

Ramdas, compares an ideal saint with a sandal tree. “If pieces of a sandal tree 

are not rubbed on a sandstone, they would not produce a fragrant scent, and 

then they would be on a par with pieces of other trees. What can people know, 

so long as they have not known the superior qualities of the Ideal saint? When 

these qualities come to the light the whole world is filled with good feelings 

towards him. When the world is pleased that is to say, when God in the world 

is pleased nothing can be wanting to the Ideal Saint”. James Allen says that 

great teachers of the world are perfected flowers of humanity, types of what all 

men will one day be. “Unspeakable has been our rejoicing to have found, in 

the lives and percepts of a gentle Indian and Chinese teachers the same divine 

qualities and the same perceptive truths which adorn the character of Jesus 

Christ. To us they are all wonderful and adorable, and so great and good and 

wise that we can but reverence and learn from them”. Zoraster, Abraham, 

Moses, Christ Mohammed, Lao Tze, the founder of Taoism, all moved 

towards the same universal spirit, though in different countries and different 

ways. Gautama Buddha and Mahavira, the Jaina, were contemporaries 

expounding their realization in India. In Israel, Hullel the Rabbi of Judaism 

and Jesus of Nazareth, the rejected Jew, were contemporaries. In China 

Confucius, the great realist who would not talk of things unseen and Lao Tze, 

the mystic, were contemporaries. As Paul Brunton says, “Mohammed, Moses, 

Jesus and Buddha were truly all inspired Ambassadors of God”. 

 

Papa Ramdas, the great saint of Kanhangad says: “Although the great spiritual 

masters who came to redeem mankind from sin and error have chalked out 

particular paths for reaching God, it is understood that ultimately all the paths 

have to reach the same God who is the God of all people in the world”. The 

illustrious disciple of Papa, Yogi Ramsuratkumat Godchild Tiruvannamalai, 

lives as an embodiment of this great truth proclaimed by Papa. Living in the 

garb of a beggar, the saint makes Himself accessible to all--beggars, 

drunkards, common masses, middle class people and rich and aristocratic 
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businessmen, bureaucrats and politicians in power--as equally as he is 

accessible to his bovine and canine companions who also he addresses with 

respect and regard-- seeing the Father and “Father alone, nothing else, nobody 

else” all around him. A Muslim Moulwi whose only son met with an unnatural 

death at the prime of age was over-stricken with grief and approached Yogi 

Ramsuratkumar, the saint who always chants “Aum Sri Ram Jai Ram Jai Jai 

Ram”, the Taraka Mantra initiated by His master, Papa Ramadas. The Yogi 

made the Moulwi sit by his side on a piece of torn mat on which He usually 

sits. He put his hands on the shoulder of the Moulwi, patted him gently and 

consoled him for some time with silent gaze into his eyes. Then slowly the 

Yogi asked him: “Do you go to Mosque now?”. The Moulwi replied, “Yes”. 

“Do you do Namaaz regularly?” “Yes”. “Then my father will take care of you. 

Father will give you peace of mind”. Experiencing the touch of the soothing 

hands of the great Indian mystic for about half-an-hour, the Moulwi declared 

before departing with tears of joy trickling down his eyes: “Hamari Dil Kush 

Ho Gayi Hai Maharaj”- ‘Master, my heart is now happy and peaceful. 

 

 (VIVEKANANDA KENDRA PATRIKA, Aug ust 1993)  

 

 

A TRIBUTE BY A HISTORIAN 

                

Vivekananda championed the cause of Hinduism in the Parliament of 

Religions held at Chicago in 1893. There, in the presence of the 

representatives of all the religions from almost all the countries in the world, 

the young monk from India expounded the principles of Vedanta and the 

greatness of Hinduism with such persuasive eloquence that from the very first 

he captivated the hearts of the vast audience. 

 

It would be hardly an exaggeration to say that Swami Vivekananda made a 

place for Hinduism in the cultural map of the modern world. The civilized 

nations of the West had hitherto looked down upon Hinduism as a bundle of 

superstitions. Now, for the first time, they not only greeted with hearty 

approval the lofty principles of Hinduism as expounded by Vivekananda, but 

accorded it a very high place in the cultures and civilizations of the world. 

 

–R.C.Majumdar  
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5. THE RELIGION OF MAN 
 

Introduction 
 

Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941), the bard of modern Bengal who received 

the Nobel Prize for literature, was a Philosopher-Poet who derived his 

Message of the Forest from the Upanishads and offered his Gitanjali to the 

Supreme God. One of the leaders of Indian Renaissance, he brought a new 

meaning and purpose to life. Endowed with a pantheistic vision, he saw the 

King of the Dark Chamber among Hungry stones and even in the prosaic 

Post Office. He felt the pulsation of the Infinite in every particle of the finite 

world. Transcending national barriers, he taught the Religion of Man. His 

Sadhana was oriented to the Development of Personality, making matter 

iridescent with the Spirit to which he gave a local habitation in the 

Shantiniketan, the Abode of Peace, and a name as the Viswa Bharati. His 

exquisite poetry, his genius, deep spiritual insight, moral earnestness, and 

above all, his abundant humanity have secured for him the abiding loyalty and 

the lasting affections of men in the East and West. 

  

Religion of A Poet  
 

“My religion is essentially a poet's religion", says Tagore. “Its touch comes to 

me through the same unseen trackless channels as does the inspiration of my 

music and poetry. All that I feel about it from vision and not knowledge.” He 

was a poet speaking from the fullness of his experience.  
 

Tagore is no system-builder, but that does not mean that he has no integral 

philosophy of life. His approach is not through the logical staircase, but is 

poetic intuition. The truth of Reality was vouchsafed to him in several intimate 

visions and moments of artistic and religious experience. His religion is the 

result of a direct vision. 
 

Tagore himself narrates how God came into his life, or in other words, his 

vision of the Reality. “When I was eighteen, sudden spring breeze of religious 

experience for the first time came to my life and passed away leaving in my 

memory a direct message of spiritual reality”, says Tagore and narrates how 

he had a mystic experience when he happened to stand watching at early dawn 

the sun sending out its rays, from behind the trees. "I suddenly felt as if some 

ancient mist had in a moment lifted from my sight, and the morning light on 
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the face of the world revealed an inner radiance of joy .... That which was 

memorable in this experience was its human message, the sudden expansion of 

my consciousness in the super-personal world of man… At once I came to a 

world wherein I recovered my full meaning.... I felt sure that some Being who 

comprehended me and my world was seeking his best expression in all my 

experiences, writing them into an ever-widening individuality which is a 

spiritual work of art.   
 

“To this Being I was responsible; for the creation in me is his as well as mine. 

It may be that it was the same creative mind that is shaping the universe to its 

eternal idea, but in me as a person it had one of its special centres of a personal 

relationship growing into deepening consciousness.... I felt that I had found 

my religion at last, the religion of Man, in which the infinite became defined 

in humanity and came me so close to me so as to need my love and 

cooperation.  
 

“This idea of mine found at a later date its expression in some of my poems 

addressed to what I called Jivan Devata, the lord of my life.”  
 

Prophet of Man's Religion  
 

In his masterly work "The Religion of Man", Tagore says "The first 

profoundest record of the change of direction in Man's religion we find in the 

message of the great prophet of Persia, Zarathustra". Zarathustra, says Tagore, 

was the greatest of all the pioneer prophets who showed the path of freedom to 

man, the freedom of moral choice, the freedom from blind obedience to 

unmeaning injunctions, the freedom from multiplicity of shrines which draw 

our worship away from the single-minded chastity of devotion. He proclaimed 

that the value of religion is in upholding man in his life of good thoughts, good 

words and good deeds.  
 

The Eternal Man  
 

Religion consists, says Tagore, in the endeavour of men to cultivate and 

express those qualities which are inherent in the nature of Man, the Etemal, 

and to have faith in him. Religion has its function in reconciling the 

contradiction by subordinating the brute nature to what we consider the truth 

of Man. This is helped when our faith in the Eternal Man, whom we call by 

different names and imagine in different images, is made strong. “Faith is the 
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Bird that feels the light and sings when the dawn is still dark”, says Tagore. 

We gain our true religion when we consciously cooperate with him, finding 

our exceeding joy through suffering and sacrifice. For through our own love 

for him we are made conscious of a great love that radiates from his being, 

who is Mahatma, the Supreme Spirit.  
 

Tagore quotes the great Chinese sage Lao-Tse: "One who may die, but will 

not perish, has life everlasting" and explains that it means that he lives in the 

life of the immortal man. Stressing the greatness and glory of man, Tagore 

quotes Chandidas : "Listen, O brother man, the Truth of Man is the highest of 

truths; there is no other truth above it." In a soul-stirring poem titled 

"Ramananda - the Cleanser", the poet narrates the story of Ramananda who 

spent the whole of a forenoon standing in the river Ganges and praying for his 

heart to be cleansed; but being disappointed he left the river and went to the 

evil-smelling village of tanners where he found Bhajan, a low caste whom he 

drew near him and warmly embraced. When Bhajan cried in fear and anxiety 

that he had polluted the great saint, the saint replies :  
 

.... “While on my way to my bath I shunned your village and thus my heart 

missed the blessings of the Ganges whose mother’s love is for all. Her own 

touch comes down at last upon me at the touch of your body with mine and I 

am purified, I cried this morning to the Sun, 'The Divine Person who is in thee 

is also within me but why do I not meet thee in my mind?'” 
 

Tagore also points out the same truth proclaimed in the words of Kabir:  

“All the men and women of the world are his living forms"  

"The Lord is in me, the Lord is in you, as life in every seed. 0 servant put false 

pride away, and seek for Him within you."  

"1t is the music of the meeting of soul with soul”.  

 

Tagore points out a remarkable verse in Brihadaranyaka Upanishad: “A 

person who worships God as exterior to himself does not know him, he is like 

an animal belonging to gods." 
 

Man and Nature  
 

Tagore, like the Upanishadic seers of India, believes in the unity of existence. 

All is spirit for him. The spirit has seeped into the entire universe and is its 

immanent principle. He calls the spirit the Jivana Devata. The spirit is infinite, 
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eternal, and full of rasa, bliss. It is imminent as well as transcendent. The 

Jivana devata expands itself into the universe of nature and the minds of men. 

He is against the erection of all forms of dualism, spirit and flesh, Nature and 

Man, Art and Religion. He repeatedly stresses the fundamental unity of nature 

and men. Tagore laments man's retreat from the companionship of Nature. He 

advocates that man's growth consists "in the enlargement of one's 

consciousness, by growing with and growing into Nature". Man, according to 

Tagore, appears a paradox only when he is exposed to the glare of artificial 

light, not in his natural setting, Nature. 
 

Man and God 
 

Tagore’s conception of God is unique. It is at once humanistic and spiritual. 

He does not sunder man and God. Nor does he describe man as a fallen 

creature. He regards man as potentially divine. He affirms the dignity and 

divinity of man. Man to Tagore is a bearer of values and is not a non-entity. 

He believes that man is the only creature who has dared to be a creator. Man’s 

freedom is not a myth; it is what determines the direction of progress. 

Tagore’s faith in man is invincible and his belief in the essential goodness of 

man is almost superhuman. For Tagore, man is essentially the purpose of God. 

"God needs man as much as man needs God." He lays equal stress on the 

humanity of God and the divinity of man. Tagore feels that the Lord enjoys 

best his creation through the manifestation of it in man. 
 

Realization of Man  
 

Tagore considers that the human being realizes his best and grows to his 

perfection and flowers his personality, not by holding himself back from 

creation and the Lord, but by willingly surrendering himself to the Lord. Men 

grow to their best, rendering themselves as clean, fit instruments for the Lord 

to pour forth his eternal music. His sadhana is saranaagati and prapatti. One 

must empty oneself of one's ego before one becomes a perfect instrument in 

the hands of God. "There must be self-emptying before there is divine-filling". 

Tagore is convinced beyond the shadow of doubt that God is sensitive to the 

wishes, and responsive to the needs and akin to the spirit of man. Tagore did 

not merely believe that the Lord takes on incarnations in times of crisis in 

human world. He believed that the Lord is always with us. Human life is full 

of aananda for one, if one knew the right way to life.  
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"Man goes about for ages to seek the One in his inmost heart who gives him 

his inner meaning. It signifies that man is great and he must prove that in him 

dwells the Eternal Man, the Universal Man, the Man who is beyond the 

bounds of death. We attain our unity with this dweller of our heart to the 

extent that we realize truth in knowledge and feeling. All the misfortunes are 

caused by the obscuration of the Inner Man, through searching him in external 

forms, in making strangers of our own selves”, says Tagore and declares 

emphatically, "He who has realized the glory of God in his soul, freed is he 

from fear and suffering." Pointing out the Upanishadic message "He who 

worshipping separate divinity thinks that he is one and another, is like an 

animal of the Gods", Tagore says, "On man's behalf no religious text, in any 

land, has dared to utter such mighty words, and yet in no other country but 

ours could more flagrant breach of it be witnessed.” 
 

Concept of Dharma  
 

Tagore upheld the Hindu concept of Dharma as the highest human Ideal. He 

did not sit in an ivory tower and watch helplessly the onslaught on Dharma in 

any form. He was active. He led a procession in 1905 in calcutta singing: "Are 

you so mighty as to cut asunder the bond forged by Providence?" Tagore 

believed that the distinguishing character was his sense of values - dharma. 

Tagore quotes Lao-Tse: “Through Adharma (negation of Dharma) man 

prospers, gains what appears desirable, conquers enemies, but he perishes at 

the root" and points out that in this saying it is suggested that there is a life 

which is truer for men than their physical life which is transient. Again he 

quotes Lao-Tse: “Let us die, and yet not perish" and Tagore adds, “For we die 

when we lose our physical life, we perish when we miss humanity. And 

humanity is the dharma of human beings.” Tagore further points out Lao-Tse 

saying "Those who have virtue (dharma) attend to their obligations; those who 

have no virtue attend to their claims."  
 

Conclusion 
 

In conclusion, it may be safely asserted that Tagore's Religion of Man points 

the path of renunciation of the lower for the gain of the higher truth. Tagore 

emphatically declares: “But renounce we must, and through renunciation of 

gain-- that is the truth of the inner world". Tagore did not preach the 

renunciation of our day to day life calling it Samsara and taking to the garb of 

a sannyasi to escape from the trials and tribulations of life. His renunciation 
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refers to the perfection or fulfillment of the inner man.  
 

“The flower must shed its petals for the sake of fruition, the fruit must drop off 

for the re-birth of the tree. The child leaves the refuge of the womb in order to 

achieve the further growth of body and mind in which consists the whole of 

the child life; next, the soul has to come out of this self-contained stage into 

the fuller life, which has varied relations with kinsman and neighbour, 

together with whom it forms a larger body; lastly comes the decline of the 

body, the weakening of desire. Enriched with its experiences, the soul now 

leaves the narrower life for the universal life, to which it dedicates its 

accumulated wisdom and itself enters into relations with Life Eternal, so that, 

when finally the decaying body has come to the very end of its tether, the soul 

views Its breaking away quite simply and without regret, in the expectation of 

its own entry into the Infinite. 

“From individual body to community, from community to universe, from 

universe to infinity—this is soul’s normal progress.”  Tagore’s immense hope 

in the triumphant march of humanity to this ultimate goal finds it finest 

expression when he sings: 

 "The Great One comes,  

 sending shivers across the dust of the Earth.  

 In the heavens sounds the trumpet, 

 in the world of man drums of victory are heard,  

 the Hour has arrived of the Great Birth.  

 The gates of Night's fortress  

 crumble into the dust -  

 on the crest of awakening dawn  

 assurance of a new life  

 proclaims "Fear not”  

 The great sky resounds with hallelujahs of victory  

 to the Coming of Man."  
 

BOOKS REFERRED TO:  

1. Faith of A Poet – Selections from Rabindranath Tagore.  

2. How God came Into My Life – Bhavan’s series. 

3. Pearls of Truth – G.A. Natesan & Co. 

4. Contemporary Indian Philosophy - Dr. P. Nagaraja Rao.  

 

[TATTVA DARSANA, May-July 1997, Vol. 14, No. 2] 
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6. SPREAD THE RELIGION OF MAN  

“Krinavanto vishwam aaryam” – ‘Let us make the entire world noble’ – called 

out the Vedic Seers of ancient Bharatavarsha – the Land that revels in the 

Light of Wisdom. Long before the dawn of civilization in other parts of the 

globe, the seers and sages of Bharat built up on our sacred soil a mighty and 

glorious nation founded on spiritual values. Sitting on the banks of the holy 

rivers, Sindhu and Ganga, the Rishis of yore meditated on the meaning and 

purpose of human existence and discovered the great secrets of Mother Nature 

from whose womb all beings are born. In the process of evolution of life from 

the lowest amoeba to the highly evolved rational being, the man, they 

discovered teleology. Mother Nature endowed man with the body-mind-

intellect equipment and the faculties of reason and intuition to enable him to 

raise himself from a biological, mundane, material and ephemeral existence to 

an eternal and immortal life in the realm of Universal Consciousness. 
 

“Sareeram aadyam khalu dharma saadhanam” – ‘This body-mind-intellect 

equipment is an instrument for achievement of higher values of life’ – the 

Rishis declared. Accordingly they propounded a way of life to elevate man 

from the realm of physical existence to Divine Life. That way of life came to 

be known as Sanatana Dharma – the Eternal Values of Universal Existence. 

“Dhaaranaat dharmam” – “That which holds together is Dharma”. The holy 

land of Bharat is known as Dharmabhoomi since times immemorial. This land 

surrounded by three mighty oceans and nourished and nurtured by sacred 

rivers came to be known as Saptasindhubhoomi—the land of the seven vast 

expanse of waters. It became Hapta Hindu in the Persian Zend Avesta and 

finally this land was called Hindusthan or Hindu Rashtra. The eternal values 

of life that sprang up in this holy land came to be known as Hindu Dharma 

and Maanava Dharma – the values common for the entire humanity. 
 

“Etad desha prasootasya sakaashaad agra janmanah 

 Swam swam charitram shiksheran prithivyaah sarva maanavaah” 

-- ‘Let the mankind all over the world learn the meaning and purpose of their 

existence from the preceptors of this sacred land’ – declared our ancient sages, 

and the Santana Dharma that is Manava Dharma, that is Hindu Dharma, 

spread to distant lands in the remote past, assuming later different names and 

forms in the course of centuries. The ancient Persians, Arabs, Greeks, 

Romans, Babylonians, Assyrians, Hittites, Mitannis, Mayans, Incas – each and 

every civilization that sprouted in different parts of the world – imbibed the 
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glorious values and way of life of the most ancient people of Bharat. 

Addressing the Parliament of World Religions at Chicago, Swami 

Vivekananda rightly introduced himself as one who came there to speak on 

behalf of the ‘mother of all religions’. 
 

Due to historical and geographical reasons, the link between Mother India and 

the humanity in other parts of the world was snapped for centuries. The faults 

and failures of her own children brought down Mother India to an abysmal 

depth. However, during the renaissance and reformation period in India in the 

eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, the Awakened India once again asserted 

and drew the attention of the whole world. Not only our ancient culture and 

heritage, but also our scientific, rational and universal ideals and outlook on 

life once again started to occupy the minds of the entire humanity. The 

enlightened Hindu Diaspora also played a prominent role in re-introducing the 

eternal and universal values and way of life to people belonging to various 

cultures, races, religions and nations. Development of science and technology 

has shrunk today the size of the world. Quick and easy means of 

communication and dialogue have enabled peoples of different nations to 

exchange thoughts and ideals and build a strong bond of human brotherhood. 

That exactly is what our ancient seers wanted when they gave out the concept 

of Vasudhaivakutumbakam—‘the whole world is one family’.  
 

The Vishwa Dharma Prasaar Yaatra envisaged by the Vishwa Hindu Parishad 

Overseas is to realize this dream of Universal Brotherhood. It is not only to 

awaken the children of Mother India settled in different lands to the sacred 

task of spreading the message and mission of the land of their forefathers, but 

also to unite the entire humanity, irrespective of creed, culture, race and 

nationality, in one bond of human brotherhood. It is an attempt to build up a 

world of peaceful co-existence and harmony where differences in the ways of 

worship, religious, cultural and political thoughts and differences of race and 

colour will not create barriers between man and man, and the entire humanity 

will learn to live in tune with Mother Nature, the mother of us all. 
 

“Sam gacchadhwam, sam vadadhwam, sam vo manaamsi jaanataam, 

 Devaa bhaagam yathaa poorve samjaanaanaa upaasate” 

-- “Let us all walk in unision, let us all speak in once voice. Those who strive 

united attain to the goal of life like the divine beings of the ancient days.” 

Let this be our common prayer! Vande Mataram! 

[TATTVA DARSANA, July 2001, Vol 18, No. 3]  
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GLIMPSES OF A GREAT YOGI 

Part II— The Deekshaa Guru  

as Seen by the Shishya 

Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan 

Chapter 14 

Ramnam Saptaham and Yogi Ramsuratkumar Jayanti 

The two-room rented apartment of Sadhu Rangarajan in an old building in the 

busiest part of Triplicane in Chennai became the beehive of intense Ramnam 

movement activities and a place of visit to many of ardent devotees of 

Bhagavan Yogi Ramsratkumar from far and near. The stream of frequent 

visitors also drew the attention of the people in the neighbourhood who also 

got attracted to the Ramnam Japa Yagna and activities of Yogi 
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Ramsuratkumar Youth Association. October 30, 1989, the day on which this 

sadhu’s talk on “Spiritual Basis of Patriotism” was broadcast by All India 

Radio, Chennai, was also important as Ram Shilas to be taken to Ayodhya for 

construction of the magnificent Ram temple at Ayodhya, were brought to the 

humble abode of the sadhu and devotees gathered to offer pooja to the Shilas. 

Ramnam Japa counts coming from various parts of the country and abroad 

were growing in leaps and bounds and the monthly counts increased to more 

than one crore. Reports of the Ramnam counts were sent every month to 

Poojya Swami Satchidananda of Anandashram, Kanhangad, to be included in 

the Japa Counts of the “Nama Japa Yagna for World Peace” initiated by 

Poojya Mataji Krishnabai.    

 

Preparations began for a Ramnam Nam Saptaha culminating in the Jayanti of 

Yogi Ramsuratkumar. This sadhu sent an epistle to the Master on November 

4, 1989, detailing the progress of work: 

 

“Poojya Gurudev, 

 

Vande Mataram! Aum Namo Bhagavate  Yogi Ramsuratkumaraya! Aum Sri 

Ram Jai Ram Jai Jai Ram! 

My humble salutations and prostrations at your holy feet! 

 

We have pleasure in forwarding to you a letter addressed to you, but sent to 

our address, by Sri Gururaj, Abhyasi, Sahaj Margg, 85 First ‘R’ Block, 

Rajajinagar, Bangalore 560 010. 

 

We are preparing the replies to the questionnaire sent by ‘Hinduism Today’ 

from Havaii. We will bring it to you for your approval before sending it to 

them. We have written to Sri Lee Lozowick to send “Tawogoto’ issue on Your 

Holiness to ‘Hinduism Today’, and also bring Hilda Charlton’s book for us.  

 

We have arranged to print 3000 copies of the ‘Divine Name’ by Yogi 

Ramsuratkumar—reproduction of the Divine Message published in TATTVA 

DARSANA Fourth Annual Number, 1988—which we showed to you when 

we came there on October 22. We will distribute it along with our Ramnam 

Mahayagna leaflets.  

 

By your grace and blessings, our work is fast progressing. In October we have 

been able to give account of one crore four lakhs of Ramnam chanting to 



July-September 2014                                                                             43 

  

Anandashram. This month it is expected to be much more as we will have an 

Akhand Ramnam campaign for a week, culminating in your Holiness’s Jayanti 

Celebrations. We hope to meet you before that. 

 

Chi. Vivek, Kum. Nivedita, Sow. Bharati, Mother, Dr. Radhakrishnan and all 

our friends and brethren in Yogi Ramsuratkumar Youth Association want me 

to convey their pranams to you. 

 

With Prem and Aum and saashthaang pranaams, 

Yours in service, Sadhu Rangarajan” 

 

The office bearers and members of Yogi Ramsuratkumar Youth Association 

held a meeting on November 11 and chalked out the programme for the 

Ramnam Saptah. Panduranga Mandir in Triplicane was fixed as the venue for 

the Saptah and the auditorium of NKT Girl’s High School for Yogi 

Ramsuratkumar Jayanti. This sadhu wrote another letter to Bhagavan on 

November 17, giving detals of the programme: 

 

Poojyapad Sri Gurudev, 

 

Vande Mataram! Aum Namo Bhagavate  Yogi Ramsuratkumaraya! Aum Sri 

Ram Jai Ram Jai Jai Ram! 

My humble salutations and prostrations at your holy feet! 

 

We have great pleasure to inform you that the arrangements for the Ramnam 

Saptah from November 25 to December 1, 1989, culminating in the Jayanti of 

Your Holiness, are fast progressing. The daily Akhanda Ramnama Japa Yagna 

and the Jayanti Celebrations will be held in the Sri Panduranga Swami 

Devasthanam and the Jayanti Celebrations in the NKT Girl’s High School 

Auditorium in Triplicane, Madras. We are inviting prominent people from all 

walks of life to participate in the celebrations. We are also arranging Ramnam 

Likhit Japa Competitions for students up to 10
th
 Standard and Ramnam Bhajan 

Competitions for the 11
th
 and 12

th
 standards in the city schools. 

 

Chi. Vivek and I intend to come there on Monday, November 20, 1989, by 

noon, to take your blessings for the success of our endeavours. My father’s 

shraddha also falls on the day, and as I have done in the past two years, this 

year also I want to make a humble offering at Your Holy Feet. I pray to Your 

Holiness to accept it and bless this sadhu.  
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I have been invited to address a conference of 250 teachers to be held under 

the auspicious of Vivekananda Educational Society, here, tomorrow. I have 

been requested to speak on Spiritual Basis of Patriotism with special reference 

to Your Holiness. I seek your blessings.  

 

Poojya Mataji Jnaneswari of Shanti Ashram, Todapalli Hills, East Godavari 

District, has sent a touching letter praying for Your Holiness’s visit to Her 

Ashram. She has said in the letter that the Ashram has been blessed by the 

visits of Poojya Swami Sivananda, Papa Ramdas, Mother Krishnabai and 

Swami Satchidananda, and She wants Your Holiness also to sanctify the place 

by Your presence. I am enclosing a Xerox copy of Her letter.  

 

Poojya Swami Satchidananda is very happy about the progress our Ramanam 

Campaign is making and has blessed our Ramanam Saptah and Jayanti 

Celebrations. Enclosed please find a copy of his letter also. 

I shall bring with me my draft reply to the questionnaire sent to us by 

‘Hinduism Today’, incorporated in a write up on Your Holiness, for your 

approval. 

 

Rest in person. 

 

With saashthaaga pranaams, Your humble disciple, Sadhu Rangarajan”   

  

On November 20, 1989, This sadhu accompanied by Vivek, Nivedita and 

Dr.Radhakrishnan, proceeded to Tiruvannamalai. Being his father’s shraddha 

day, this sadhu took only some fruits and coffee during the day. Reached 

Tiruvannamalai in the afternoon. Bhagavan asked us to come at 4-00 P.M. We 

went to the temple and this sadhu did tarpana in the Ganga Teertha of the 

temple to his father. We also visited Bhagavan’s devotees, Kirsti, Om, Rosara 

and also called on Dwarakanath Reddy and Sandhya. After having Darshan in 

the temple, came to Bhagavan’s abode in time. Bhagavan received us and told 

this sadhu that he received our letter only after we reached there. Bhagavan 

insisted that this sadhu must take some food as he had already finished tarpana 

to the father. This sadhu made an offering to Bhagavan which he took into his 

hand saying “Your father has accepted this” and then this sadhu moved to 

Hotel Brindaban to have some light food. When we returned to the abode 

again, we found Vivek reading our write up on Bhagavan with answers to the 

questionnaire of “Hinduism Today”, which we had prepared with the help of 
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Radhakrishnan. He made us read it thrice and then approved of it and blessed 

this sadhu permitting him to send it to Hawaii. He also went through our 

pamphlet on Divine Name and suggested correct punctuation. When we 

discussed with him about Dr. K. Venkatasubramaniam’s proposal to hold a  

Seminar on Yogi Ramsuratkumar at Delhi, he did not approve of it and 

criticized the one held at Pondicherry. 

 

When we spoke about Mother Jnaneswari’s letter, he wanted us to convey His 

Father’s Blessings to Her. He said, he listened to my Radio talk on ‘Spiritual 

Basis of Patriotism’ on October 30. He then took us all to the temple where he 

introduced this sadhu to the Executive Officer and other staff. We distributed 

some leaflets and presented our publications to the EO. We pointed out to the 

officer, the vandalism of some business people by putting up advertisements 

on the Arunachala Hill which is adored and worshipped as Siva Linga and 

perambulations done by thousands of devotees. He at once promised to stop 

such acts. He also assured Bhagavan that fishing will not be permitted in the 

temple tanks.  

 

We spent a long time with Bhagavan sitting in the temple premises after he 

took us round. He made this sadhu and Vivek sit by his side. Bhagavan was 

holding this sadhu’s hands all the time and this sadhu had the scintillating 

experience of being spiritually charged by Bhagavan. He asked a mother who 

came forward to seek his blessing to go on chanting His name. This sadhu also 

chanted His name. Later he took us all back to His abode.  He returned to us 

some vessels in which Preeta Ponraj, a devotee from Madras, had sent some 

food to him. We discussed with him about a letter that a devotee, Premnath 

Magazine of Chandigarh, had written about situation in Kashmir. Bhagavan 

said, “My Father will see that the Kashmir problem will be solved.” We also 

discussed with Him about the Ramshila procession which took place in 

Chennai on Sunday, November 19, the obstruction created to it, and the 

detention of Vivek and some of the volunteers who participated in the 

procession by the police for some hours. Bhagavan assured that Ram Temple 

will come up in Ayodhya. Before leaving, Vivek took blessings of Bhagavan 

for the success in his examinations. While blessing Nivedita, He again put the 

question to her, “Do you know that I am a beggar?” Nivedita smiled and 

replied quoting a Tamil verse on Bhagavan, “Yaatum tarum yaachakaa 

potri”—“Hail the Beggar who gives everything”. Bhagavan burst into 

laughter. We took leave of Him by 7-30 PM and He came up to the door step 

to see us off.  
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Bhagavan’s blessing to the Ramnam Saptah came in the form of a love 

offering. On November 23, Prof. Devaki came to this sadhu’s abode in the 

morning with Rs.812/- which Bhagavan asked her to hand over to us. She 

spent the forenoon with us. We also spoke to her close friend, Sow. 

Vijayalakshmi, on phone. Nivedita started typing the write up for ‘Hinduism 

Today’. On the next day, another devotee of Bhagavan, Sri E.R. Narayanan, 

came with the copies of his poetical work, “Yogi Ramsuratkumar—Godchild 

Of Tiruvannamalai”,  which carried a foreword by this sadhu, and presented 

three copies along with the sale proceeds of the first two copies.   

 

The Ramnam Saptaha started on Saturday, November 25, 1989. The days 

began with Akhand Ramnam by devotees who came from various parts of the 

city from morning till the evening and concluded with bhajans, Hanuman 

Chalisa and Arati. Lee Lozowick of Hohm Community, Arizona, arrived on 

the next day and he and his group of devotees were with us for the next two 

days. Lee Lozowick addressed the devotees on November 27 evening. He and 

his group took leave of us on the next day. The programmes on all the days of 

the saptaha was well attended by various bhajan groups and mother’s groups. 

Children of various schools came with their teachers and participated in the 

chantings and satsangs. 

 

On the day of Bhagavan’s Jayanti, December 1, 1989, in the afternoon there 

was a big procession with portraits of Yogi Ramsuratkumar, Papa Ramdas, 

Mataji Krishnbai and Saint Tyagaraja which wended its way through the busy 

streets of Triplicane and reached N.K.Tirumalachar Girl’s High School were a 

colourful banner of YOGI RAMSURATKUMAR YOUTH ASSOCIATION 

adorned the entrance. This sadhu presided over the celebrations as willed by 

Bhagavan. Prominent among the dignitaries who addressed the gathering on 

the occasion were Dr. K. Venkatasubramanian, Former Vice-Chanceloor of 

Pondicherry University, Sow. Vijayalakshmi,  Commissioner of Income Tax, 

and Sri V.R. Nagasubramanian. Smt. Saradamani Chinnaswami, the daughter 

of the renowned poet Sri Periasami Thooran, who had adorned Bhagavan with 

his soul-stirring songs which had become popular among the devotees of 

Bhagavan and sung by eminent musicians, rendered soul-stirring bhajans. The 

Jayanti Celebration of Bhagavan Yogi Ramsuratkumar ended with grand 

success.   

Aum Namo Bhagavate Yogi Ramsuratkumaraya! 

Aum Sri Ram Jai Ram Jai Jai Ram! 
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NEWS AND NOTES 

 

Symposium on Mahakavi Bharatiyar’s Philosophy 

 

A One Day Symposium on “The Philosophy of 

Bharatiar and Satguru” was organized by the 

Department of Philosophy, Pachayappa’s 

College and Sri Vishnu Mohan Foundation, Sri 

Gnana Advaita Peetham, in the Pachayappa’s 

College, Chennai, on Friday, March 28, 2014. 

Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan, Founder of 

Bharatamata Gurukula Ashram and Yogi 

Ramsuratkumar Indoligcal Research Centre, Bangalore, who inaugurated the 

symposium, delivered the keynote address on “The Philsophy of Bharatiyar”. 

He pointed out that Bharati was a universal poet who came in the lineage of 

the great Vedic Rishis and his philosophy encompassed all aspects of human 

life like religion, politics and society. Dr. K. Sambath Kumar, Head of the 

Department of Philosophy, Pachayappa’s College, presented the introductory 

remarks. Dr. P. Gajivaradhan, Principal of the College, delivered presidential 

address. Prof. S. Panneerselvam, Professor and Head, Dept. of Philosophy, 

University of Madras, spoke on “Understanding the Philosophy  of Satguru” 

throwing light on the life and mission of Satguru Sri Gnananda Saraswati. 

Sow. Sumati, Advocate spoke on “Satguru I know” and Dr. P. Anuradha, 

Head of the Dept. of Tamil, Pachayappa’s College, spoke on “Bharatiar I 

know”. Dr. M. Vasugi, Deputy HOD, Dept. of Philosophy, proposed vote of 

thanks.  

 

Akshaya Triteeya Celebrations in Bharatamata Mandir 

 

Akshaya Triteeya was celebrated on a grand scale 

in the Bharatamata Mandir at Krishnarajapuram 

Bangalore on Thursday, May 1, 2014 and Friday, 

May 2, 2014. On the first day, there was a public 

meeting in Sri Guruji Golwalkar Hindu Resource 

Centre Hall of Bharatamata Gurukula Ashram 

from 5-00 PM to 7-00 PM in which a number of Swayamsevaks from the IT 

Milan Groups of Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh and devotees of the Ashram 

participated. Sadhu Rangarajan presided over the function and spoke about the 
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significance of Akshaya Triteeya as the day auspicious for the worship of Sri 

Bharatamata.  

 

Sri Arun Bharadwaj, Excellence Mentor and 

Inspirational Speaker, spoke on the glory and 

greatness of Hindu nation and culture with 

special reference to Tulsidas’s Ramacharita 

Manasa. There was a grand Bhajan by Sri 

Krishnan and group of devotees.  

 

On the second day, there were special homa, 

abhisheka and pooja to Sri Bharatabhavani and women devotees prepared 

pongal by setting up brick ovens in front of the Mandir in the Kerala style.   

 

The entire programmes of the two days was 

filmed as documentary by Sri Suda Sing and 

Sri Bright of African Lotus Productions, 

Chatsworth, South Africa. Sri Sudha Singh 

also took special interview of Sadhu 

Rangarajan on various aspects of Hindu 

thought and culture, for giving coverage in the 

Sunday Sadhana programme in SABC. 

 

Vidya Prarambha in Vikas Vidya Kendra 

 

Sadhu Prof. V. Rangarajan, Founder of Sri 

Bharatamata Mandir, Bangalore, inaugurated the 

Annual Plan of Sri Vikasa Vidya Kendra, 

Bangalore, on the occasion of the Vidyarambha 

ceremony held on Monday, June 16, 2014. 

Addressing the staff, students and parents on the 

occasion, Sadhuji delineated the Vedic ideals of education. Sri Dwarakanathji, 

Member of the Rashtrotthana Vidya Kendra, delivered the presidential 

address.  A homa was performed in the beginning of the function. 
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